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T he chld source of man'’s dq,-
mly, Reinhold Niebuhr wrote, “is 1 man's
essential lrculom and capacity for sclf-

inner experience of choice which.is very
important. This is the kind of thing Skin-
ner has never been willing to recognize.”
Skinner’s detractors attack the whole
concept of behaviorism, which Novelist
Arthur Koestler, who has high amateur
standing in psychology and other sci-
ences, mamtams is nothing but pseu-
dosc:ence ‘a_monumental triviality that
‘has sent psychology into a modern ver-
sion of the Dark Ages.” In ignoring con-
sciousness, mind, imagination and pur-
pose, Koestler says, Behaviorist Skinner
and his admirers have abandoned what
is most important. Similarly, Historian

Peter Gay speaks of “the_ innate na-
iveté, JmellcctuaLbankmpmy__ang_mm
cliberate cruclty of behaviorism,™
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determination.’ Cz{l’li%gers has asscrtcd
fhat “over and above the cnrcumstances_

which control all of us, there exists an.
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Ihe gravest menace Lrom KL,
his authoritarianism in the view of his
crifics. They Treject the notion that man
can no longer afford freedom and be-
lieve in fact that he cannot afford the op-
posite.. Says Harvard Social Psychol-
ogist Herbert C. Kelman: "For_those
of us old the enhancement_of
man's freedom of choice as_a_funda-
mental value, any manlp-
ulation of  the bel avior.
2% of others constitutes avi- Vi-
4 olation of their_essential
umanity, regardlcss of

the ‘goodness’ ol the
cause that this manipu-

lation is designed to

e

\-‘, 4

Existential Psychoanu-
lyst Rollo_ Maj ‘B'erévee

- that Skinner is to-
falitarian™ without nmy
knowing it. “I"have never found any

place in Skinner's system for the reb-

el,” he says. “Yet the capacity to_rebel
is of the _essence in 4..CONSLIUCUNE SO

CLQ&-}\ ST eeAawm ...
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This is not the voice of the witches. It is the clear voice of a great
pgg_t_q_l_mnsr_ﬁou;_c_enmxies gone, who saw at the dawn of the sci-
entific age what was to be the darkest problem of man: his con-
ception of himself. The words are quiet, almost cryptic; they
do not foretell. They imply a problem in free will. Shakespeare,
in this passage, says nothing of starry influences, machinery,
beakers, or potions. He says, in essence, one thing only:_ that
what we wish will come.

I submit that this is the deadliest mes an will ever en-

counter i i re. It thrusts upon him inescapable choices,’
Shakespeare’s is the eternal, the true voice of the divine animal,

piercing, as it has always pierced, the complacency of little
centuries in which, encamped as in hidden thickets, men_have
sought to evade self-knowledge by describing themselves as men.
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