
UOJCA Convention Sermon--11/30/1996 

Thanksgiving--Rye Hilton 

A) As we welcome 7>1)n this wk, appropraite tht, in light of ND.)n, examine role of 

Orthxy in general, &UUOJCA--as one of its preeminent voices--in 

particular. 
* TI VITP) IITA OW MWY 771--2 elements: WIT) 911)=L'P/SP'Y 

Is paraphrase NIV NII WNW WAPN? IA 

* So Talm: n’n 0991 9 1 993: 9999N--:29 naw; NN 0)1=our optiml defin'n "J continuity" 
Why not p3°9n etc.? Bec. 19 symbolizes 2 complementary principles: 

-SP'Y--thus Wx NVM Msn 7d; NAV Vd; OF PTT 5...NII NII INA NI... Ow 99 

-L'P--as in MNNINN IW My wT IV) MAIN Jy): ANNI 09 --& in history... 

True nn requirs both...wy1p-I1WNNNIN-\ow 0). Then y have authentc J Cont'y 

* Similarly: Rav Kook: Greeks: either w Nature (so:athletics) or against (so: ascetics) 
Isr: merger of both--0)N9...n90Nn; Sprtl/Lp. And this symbolized by 1719) 7)-- 

Therefore ...0°9WN 99 NND--99"N7 0)» 10)9WD. Hasmoneans had both... 

* This=UOJCA mission--both W2>sn Sw AAMINA Nd/NwIN..& thus attain n’N 092... 

Genuine J contin'y--sp'l excellence + effective, worldly, communal I'p 

B) But: must address 2 questions: 1) J wrld plag'd prplx'g problms, confusd, resistant t 
our mssg; we weary--When head Reform seminary calls himself a n2>w> wx; when 

Israeli comedian justifies his pornographic parody of yy1wn nw19 claiming the Torah for 

secularist Jews as well as religious; when a professor at JTS on TV discusses Genesis in a 
manner that is as tasteless as it is blasphemous; & worst of all--Orth Js/scandlas..--how 

can we as indiv's make diff'ce? W such vast problms, what diff'ce can one person make? 

2) how do we as comm'y handle the problm? W grow’g polariz'n...attacks on us/right, 
left...slings/arrows of oftn outrageous crit'm--wht ought be posture UOJCA in reply'g? 

C) What diffce can 1 indv'l mk?--plenty!--Provided y do your bit constantly/w dedc'n 

DININ PO NYIN WN: WSN : NVPN...NON NowN Jy2I1 wa9) NY) 792 IPH ON 
JP IAN TIN Aw TY NIINN AWN NII AMY ppITn YNwWN 17001 WN OD) NYYN 
DIN ONY WIN NWI NNAvVINAT DVN -WIwWTNA) N/NN YN NN OY 292 NIN NpItnaw 
DY 993 'N NYY PI PdINI 21D? WN IN IN 190 IY 9X PYIN DWN IN PINT 197 yow Naw3 
TNN NYvN OYN ID PITY II NYY) ON DWN NPITN Iv yn YY 07) 

*No one demands of us as indivls that we do the whole job--only tht we do wht we can... 
But if we gv the drop of oil, a 0) happens--& the N19 burns ever brighter! 

So--bring 1 fam'y to naw dinner/spk w love to a Reform couple/help 1 ch--Heb DS/ 

sponsor | studt f highr J Irng--& the mracle wll take place! 
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D) So mch f indivdls. But as comm'y/nat'l orgnzn--does UOJCA hv right feel discouragd? 

Does crit'm that oftn hits us fr all sides warrant feelg helplssnss? Ans: NO! 

* True, M-Orthy deserves some crit'm...never perfect...but--oftn: mean, hurtful 
Today=1909) v”»--not only significant f Lubavitch--liber'n RSZ fr prison--but: Yahrzeit 
(224)worrwn Pywon WAI 3179...ST students complain attacks; 2 WAGONS. ..So, if we 

attacked--both right/left--know: we are carrying precious ideological/instit'l cargo! 

* Our commit't to Hal/TT; embrace TuM; proud advoc'y Orthy + open'ss entire J comm'y; 

efforts 117 both youth/adults; work nqw9, other nnyn; support St-Isr w-o impos'g 

any polit'l test oblig'g all our member'p & thus disqualf'g all others...=wagon full gold... 

E) How go about protect'g/enhanc'g tht precious cargo? How ensure delvr it t 'w» 999? 

How react t attacks fr Orth-bash'g non-Orthx/acerbic crit'm fr those w-i Orthx comm'y? 
When stand firm & fight back/yield f sake inner cohesv'ss A-J commy or Orthy? 

When stand on nnw/opt f 019v? Principle/Compromise? 

*Will not go into substance of opposit'n; only guidelines for a Torah approach in general: 

F) Our policies and stance must be measured by whether 2)29n/w1797... 

Our only criterion must be not our interests but those of Hashem/Torah. So, Malachi: 

> andn WOW °QWNd 7 N72 97 WIP IOV IND WOW 1 AYP INYT IN WR 7 NDP 119T) WY 
When Jews who are 'N »x'p are civil to each other, NYT-IN WN, God, as it were, takes 

notice. Good! But He demands something else as well--they must be sensitive and 
attentive to others as well; they must be not only 7 »x*P but also jnw aN. 

* Mean? "Name" = reputation--as JO2Y1 ITP) 217) OY IMYY TI) or MNY YIP) ITA 

na. Hence, inw refers to enhancement/diminution of God in eyes of world--al/ world. 

This means that the n »x7? must be inw »aWN, they must calculate if their actions and 
policies are creating a QUA DDN/VITP... 

* So, HWA 2199N/WITP=our Only test; not instit'l ego (cert'y not personal) but whatever 
enhances 9NWwW? OV/NDSVONY 1129. Ifa policy... 

* Moreover, requires WN bec very term OWA 712)N itself too oftn used as weapon... 

so: must calculate when used/misused, when genuine/obfuscation... 

G) In that way, we shall lead the way in demonstrating that we can be a nd9nn--& same 

time: 0°)N9; be a great >») that=w1Tp; source SP'y/also L'P; 

* So let us hold our 17) aloft proudly & w dignity--them & what they symbolize-- 
And shall be n>1t, both collectively/indiv'y, communally/familialy--n”’n 092 
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