UOJCA Convention Sermon--11/30/1996
Thanksgiving--Rye Hilton

A) As we welcome no1n this wk, appropraite tht, in light of n21n, examine role of
Orthxy in general, & UOJCA--as one of its preeminent voices--in
particular.
* 022 WITPY 11 DY oWy TN--2 elements: WYT) N TH=L'P/SP'Y
Is paraphrase NnY¥21 N1 NMY YIPIN I
* So Talm: NN 02 MY PN 133 9939010 nav; NN 0NA=our optiml defin'n "J continuity"
Why not y»an etc.? Bec. 1) symbolizes 2 complementary principles:
-SP'Y--thus 7 17m MmN 7); NAY I); Or MDY ©...N32 XY NI RY..JIY )
-L'P--as in mMnNY070 99 MMUNN 99 MNN 99 :Hnndn vl --& in history...
True n»nrequirs both...NTP-2v1vNM-V 0. Then y have authentc J Cont'y

* Similarly: Rav Kook: Greeks: either w Nature (so:athletics) or against (so: ascetics)
Isr: merger of both--0%n3...n9%0n0; Sprtl/Lp. And this symbolized by N0y -
Therefore ...0MMWYN Y2 WNDV--221Y DM IDINWD. Hasmoneans had both...

* This=UOJCA mission--both 12>8n v NxMNN NI/nM..& thus attain NN ooM31...
Genuine J contin'y--sp'l excellence + effective, worldly, communal I'p

B) But: must address 2 questions: 1) J wrld plag'd prplx'g problms, confusd, resistant t
our mssg;, we weary--When head Reform seminary calls himself a n2>w> wX7; when
Israeli comedian justifies his pornographic parody of y1awn nw19 claiming the Torah for
secularist Jews as well as religious; when a professor at JTS on TV discusses Genesis in a
manner that is as tasteless as it is blasphemous; & worst of all--Orth Js/scandlas..--how
can we as indiv's make diff'ce? W such vast problms, what diff'ce can one person make?

2) how do we as comm'y handle the problm? W grow'g polariz'n...attacks on us/right,
left...slings/arrows of oftn outrageous crit'm--wht ought be posture UOJCA in reply'g?

C) What diffce can 1 indv'l mk?--plenty!--Provided y do your bit constantly/w dedc'n
0NN PO NN N : SN VN : DYPN...INN NOWN K¥22 Wi YN 122 7P DONA
/P 9AN . NINN MY TY NAINN NI KD 170 NIINR PPRIYTN PIVN NINNA 71PN DX0) NYYN
PO DXRY IMIN NIV KNODINNT X DUN VITRM 111700 Y70 NN DY 931 1NN NPYTHv
DY Y21 X NV P POINT D127 71PN I7RY N NV DY /AN YN DIVN PN PAT N7 )NV N1vl

NN NHVH DN Y PYTY DI 12 NYYI DN NIINBN NPYTN DU Y/ 1Y OOPN

*No one demands of us as indivls that we do the whole job--only tht we do wht we can...
But if we gv the drop of oil, a ©) happens--& the N1 burns ever brighter!
So--bring 1 fam'y to nav dinner/spk w love to a Reform couple/help 1 ch--Heb DS/
sponsor 1 studt f highr J Irmng--& the mracle wll take place!
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D) So mch findivdls. But as comm'y/nat'l orgnzn--does UOJCA hv right feel discouragd?
Does crit'm that oftn hits us fr all sides warrant feelg helplssnss? Ans: NO!

* True, M-Orthy deserves some crit'm...never perfect...but--oftn: mean, hurtful
Today=1»0> v--not only significant f Lubavitch--liber'n RSZ fr prison--but: Yahrzeit
(224)vv> 10 N Wwa 11, ST students complain attacks; 2 WAGONS...So, if we
attacked--both right/left--know: we are carrying precious ideological/instit'l cargo!

* Our commit't to Hal/TT; embrace TuM; proud advoc'y Orthy + open'ss entire J comm'y;
efforts 2P both youth/adults; work m w>, other msn; support St-Isr w-o impos'g
any polit'l test oblig'g all our member'p & thus disqualf'g all others...=wagon full gold...

E) How go about protect'g/enhanc'g tht precious cargo? How ensure delvr it t 'w>553?
How react t attacks fr Orth-bash'g non-Orthx/acerbic crit'm fr those w-i Orthx comm'y?
When stand firm & fight back/yield f sake inner cohesv'ss A-J commy or Orthy?

When stand on m~/opt £ ©19v? Principle/Compromise?

*Will not go into substance of opposit'n; only guidelines for a Torah approach in general:

F) Our policies and stance must be measured by whether 120/ 1p...

Our only criterion must be not our interests but those of Hashem/Torah. So, Malachi:
D oaxon DY YN N ONY? 197 11128 190 AN YRV N IYRNINYYT IR WOINNONY 1IIT)
When Jews who are 'n "7 are civil to each other, ny719N WX, God, as it were, takes
notice. Good! But He demands something else as well--they must be sensitive and
attentive to others as well; they must be not only 1 X7’ but also Y »23¥n.

* Mean? "Name" = reputation--as 702)¥2 WYTP) YT OV TOUY T2 or 7RV WP 2T
n21. Hence, iV refers to enhancement/diminution of God in eyes of world--a// world.
This means that the N >X7> must be 1Y *aYn, they must calculate if their actions and
policies are creating a QUM NN/

* So, own NYn/wIP=our only test; not instit'l ego (cert'y not personal) but whatever
enhances YN Dy/nNhn/omw T1d. If a policy....

* Moreover, requires >aYn bec very term awn 71oon itself too oftn used as weapon...
so: must calculate when used/misused, when genuine/obfuscation...

G) In that way, we shall lead the way in demonstrating that we can be a n25nn--& same
time: 0»N2; be a great ") that=v11p; source SP'y/also L'P;

* So let us hold our M) aloft proudly & w dignity--them & what they symbolize--
And shall be non, both collectively/indiv'y, communally/familialy--nn 0’2
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