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Professor Aaron Twerski 
“| 

A REJOI NDER 

ear [). Lamm: w’ny 
I: delighted that you 

have taken the time to 
respond to iny open letter to you. It 
was written to elicit a response and 
a clarificati»n of your views. How- 
ever, your letter leaves me with 
gnawing ani troubling concerns. I 
hope that y13 wil] not misinterpret 
the sharpness of iny comments as 
a persona] ittack. Indeed, only by 
honestly cor fronting the issues can 
we come to grips with the rather 
serious repercussions that followed 
upon The Pew York Times article 
reporting yo Jr Fifth Avenue speech. 

By now it s clear that in my open 
letter to you | faithfully ascribed to 
you the vews that you truly 
embrace. It 5 also clear that. from 
beginning t> end, The New York 
Times artic] » was a misrepresenta- 
tion of the suth. In fact, it would 
be accurat' to describe it as a 
caricature o the views that you so 
dearly hold. 

Professor Teen ki, a musmach of Yeshiva Ner 
Israel-Baltimore alsy studied In Beth Medrash 
Elypn in Monae, A Irading national authority 
on products lial tliry ancl conflict of laws. he is 
currenuy @ procssor of law tn Brooklyn Law 
School. former! acting dean of Hofstra Law 
Schoo), and ha: been a visiting profeasor at 
Comcll. Univers ty of Michigen (at Ann Arbor). 
and Boston Univ zrsity. 

The Jewtsh ' )bserver, June 1988 
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You have made it clear 
that you are deeply 
offended by both the 
terminology and the 

false image that the 

Times created. . .. Yet, 
you sat idly by and did 

nothing to set the 
record straight. 

You criticize me for not “checking 
the (news) report” with you, to 
determine what you really said. 
Chaval! Why did you not “check the 
news report with you"? You spoke 
to an audience of four hundred. But 
for the world. and posterity. “your 
words” wilJl be those that were 
reported by the Times. It is to those 
words that you and I had torespond. 

RESPONDING TO THE TIMES 

Let me briefly recapitulate: 

1. The Times attributed to you to 
such terms as “ultra-Orthodox” and 
“fundamentalist” as references to 
the “Right.” It further intimated 
that the “Right” was not open to 
secular culture. This image of the 
Orthodox “Right" as fundamental- 
ist. Bible-belt know- nothings is one 

that the Times generally has por- 
trayed. Your own view is diametri- 
cally opposed. You have made it clear 
that you are deeply offended by both 
the terminology and the false 
images that the Times created. .. . 

Yet, you sat idly by and did 
nothing to set the record straight. 

2. The Ttmes, you say, reported 
the “valid groupings and spiritual 
dignity” remarks out of context In 
order to understand them, you refer 
me to your CLAL lecture of March 
1986. As to “valid groupings.” that 
is to be understood by your “idio- 
syncratic™ definition of the term to 
mean that they are “strong.” And for 
that we are referred to Latin for an 
appropriate definition. In any event. 
it means nothing more than recog- 
nizing that there is a group out 
there with power and strength. As 
to “spiritual dignity.” you quite 
agree with my characterization that 
the “spiritual dignity” you would 
confer upon them is comparable to 
that conferred on a Tibetan Monk. 
But. not chas veshalom. that of a 
rabbinic leader. 
What was published in The New 

York Times was thus taken out of 
context They are neither “valid” in 
the sense that the word is used by 
the overwhelming majority of those 

17



83/12/2888 14:18 6462541600 AGUDATH ISRAEL PAGE 18/18 

c 

who speak the English language 
and who are not conversant in Latin 
(see footnote below for entry from 
American H :ritage Dictionary)’, nor 
does thei: spiritual dignity— 
removed as lt is from Mesora and 
halacha—.iave Torah meaning. 
They are usurpers and falsifiers of 
the title ‘Rav’ as used for 
generations 

Clearly. nc one but an omniscient 
G-d could «0 have read The New 
York Times report. of your speech. 
It was a gro: misrepresentation of 
your views. ... 

Yet you sat idly by and did not lift 
your pen (oj: \ace your views in their 
true light. 

3. You say that the Times report 
on your objection to the “Who is a 
Jew" issue was clear. But that 
simply {s no: so. May I suggest that 
you take tte relevant paragraph? 

and place ii before people who are 

1, val-Id (val~te } acl, 1. Well-grounded: a valid 
objection. 2. Producing the desired resulta: 
eMcacfous: valid methods. 3. Legally sound and 
effective: inconte stable: valid title. 4. Logic. a. 
Containing prem ses [rom which the conclusion 
may logically be derived: a valid argument b. 
Correctly inferre: or deduiced from a premise: a 
valid conclustor 5. Archate Of sound health: 
robust. [Fr. valide <!Latin valldus strong < valere. 
to be strong)— va'ld-ly adv.—validness n. 
American Herite; c Dictiouary 

2. The Times ¢ clivie savs: "Dr, Lamm sald he 
hoped that the ‘Vho is A Jew’ legislation. .. . 
which has been | lefeated in the Israeli Knesset. 

. does not corre up ayaln.” (The New York 
Times, March 24 1988) 

A CNR ORE 

YESHIVA TORAS CHAIM 

If the problem of 
slander and deep 

offense were an isolated 
one, volt noch gevain 

tzu derleiden. But your 
speech was not made in 

a vacuum, and your 

words thus assume 
impact beyond your 

avowed intent. 

not intimately familiar with your 
views. | question whether anyone 
would read it but to say that you 
were taking issue with the “Mihu 
Yehudi” question in a manner 
diametrically opposed to your true 
position. 

Yet you permitted the matter to 
rest without correcting this 
misconception. 

4. Whatever is to be said for the 
Times article itself and your initial 
reading of it. there is another 
painful truth that must be put on 
the table. On the morrow of the 
article. you knew what the article 
had wrought. There was a veritable 
explosion over it in all Orthodox 

circles. For example. respected 

DENVER C O LOR ADO 

The Buiis Medrash offers a 

ur ique program for a 

1 wtivated Bochur to 

develop itt Torah and Midos. 

Tl Mesivta offers an 

exceptic nal setting, limited 

size Shrurim with dedicated 

Mech inchisn. Accredited 

high school. 

New York Area can be made by calling 

Registration now open for Elul Z’man. 
Appointments for interviews in the 

718-375-6715. 

For further information write or call 
Yeshiva Toras Chaim 

Talmudic Seminary / Denver 
1400 Quitman, P.O. Box 4067 

Denver, Colorado 80204 
303-629-8200 

Rabbi Yitzchok Wasserman, Rosh Yeshiva 
Rabbi Yisroel Meir Kagan, Rosh Yeshiva 

Rabbi Yehoshua Gutman, Menahe! 

Applicatinns accepted from all jewish youth 
without regard to race, color, national or ethnic 
Origin, 

Roshet Yeshiva and talmidim in 
your own institution reacted in deep 
anger to the Times rendering. And 
yes, Alexander Schindler apparently 
understood it to mean that a Con- 
servative or Reform rabbi was finally 
being acknowledged as a rabbi by 
the prestigious president of Yeshiva 
University. No. he did not have 
Jesuit priest dignity—he had 
rabbinical spiritual dignity. Maybe 
not “Yoreh—Yoreh, Yodin—Yodin,” 
but close enough so that no onc 
would ever know the difference. 

And throughout this all. you did 
not lift your pen to write a letter to 
the editor of The New York Times 
or to any other medium of com- 
munication to reveal the truth. 
Was it necessary for Aaron 

Twerski to do it? I wonder: had the 
Tumes mischaracterized your words 
to portray Yeshiva University in an 
unfavorable light. would you not 
have written somewhere to set the 
record straight? In short. is it proper 
that the lle will have been told to 
millions and the truth limited to the 
readers of The Jewish Observer? 

NOT IN A VACUUM 

ask these questions because 
i what seems to be the inevitable 

swer disturbs me to the depth 
of my being. Forgive me if | misjudge 
you. But wasn't the Times article left 
to stand because, though It played 
badly in Borough Park, it played well 
in Peoria? 

Does the thinking go something 
like this? 
—The Orthodox “Right” will be 

angry with me; but they are 
already alienated from Torah 
Umadda anyway. Tb tell the harsh 
truth to the “left” in the mass media 
is unthinkable for me. That tasic [ 
witil leave to the Agudists. 

If so. then hasidim and bnet 
yeshiva were slandered and deeply 
offended by such terms as “funda- 
mentalist and ultra-Orthodox,” 
while you kept tntact your creden- 
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3. Rabbi Alexander Schindler wrote tn a letter 
to you |Dr, Lamm]: "This ja the kind of voice that 
1 and many others have been longing tn hear. 
You oepress the kind of Orthodoxy that ] was 
taught lo revere.” [Quoted in JTA March 28. 

1988) 
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tials with the left as a non- - 
judgmental leader of Klal Ytsroel. 

If the prvblem [ describe were an THE YITTY LEIBEL HELP-LINE 
{solated ore. volt h in tz . 
derleiden. But your Fifth Avenue heer nes eee 

, 

speech wa: not made in a vacuum, Yitty Leibel Chesed Fund | 

| 
and your w ords thus assume impact 
beyond you r avowed intent. For the * Marital problems? ° Fear of break-down? 
last five yeirs, the attack from the 
Conservat ve and Reform move- 
ments against “Right”-wing Ortho- 
doxy has been unrelenting and 

* Overpowering stress? * Parent-child friction? 

Do you have problems Jike these and are afraid or ashamed to talk to 
anyone?. . .Do you want a trained, wise, warm professional who will talk to 

and countless mamzeirim resulting 
from secorcl marmages that take 
place with eforn: blessings, with- 
out benefit »fa halachic divorce. ... 
They have attenipted to project 
“pluralism” in the manner that you 
personally !Ind so unacceptable, as 
the true tnviltior of Judaism. ... 
They have s sught with considerable 
success to lave Jewish Federations 
throughout =the length and breadth 
of this greal country implement this 

| 
, 

vicious... . They have sought to | ' " - 7 you on the phone? 
ae yd (aie weraratinnticte: el Some of the Torah community's highly skilled psychologists, social workers, 
bigots, as K houmneinis, who have no and therapists are ready to help. Your consultation will be treated with the 
claim on hi: torical Jewish truths... utmost discretion. You may remain anonymous if you prefer. They under- 
They are w: ving the “unity” banner stand. They're trained. They have Ahavas Yisrael. 
as a mean: for legitimating devia- Hours: 
tionist gro. ps, which happen to be Monday through Friday 8:00-12:00 a.m. 
responsible for snore divisiveness Sunday through Thursday 9:00-11:00 p.m. 
and disuni :y thaa has ever before Sunday morning 9-00-12:00 noon | 
threatened Klal Yisroel—what with 
Reform rerognition of patrilineal Dial (718) HELP-NOW (435-7669) 
descent as a basis of Jewishness. This project has been approved by leading Torah authorilies. For intormation onfy call (718) 435-7706, | 

| 

pluralism ipi a wide array of educa- * ae, ia oe of our collection. of: 1p, ,000 Seforim: | 

Comabectrentles. Lie fot “There are special Yiddish. and English sections 
JOINING THE CLAL CHORUS . ic and # duplicate fs fa cilities on: the, perters | 

GG: inapiration and direce fs = Ae chad Pos ? ‘LIBRARY HOURS: Me ota, : 
on to this endeavor is a UE barnes ‘Sundays 2-5 p.m. pina | 

leading self-proclaimed gnarl i 

“Centrist” Orthodox spokesman, Ale ott s Monidaye & Wedriesdays 6:30-8:30: ‘P: m.. | 
Yitzchak G vzenberg, a member in , ( . LIBRARY: HALL ~ 3rd FLOOR . 
ae Stan Jing of rtantention. i tay b Sd A5I1: ath Avenue 0: 
rthodox ‘abbinic organization. : ; 

His influen: c, cspecially through his be Brooklyn, N nbs York 11219 
organizatio1, CLAL (the National ADMISSION FREE _ 
Jewish Center for Learning and TOP ERON BE IOY Sener Oe Pee ‘ 
Leadership , has been devastating For additional “v itn Ag ae call 
and destrictive. You are keenly (718) 854-4500 during library hours. 
aware of th: CLAL agenda. Indeed. . . ; 7 
you lent your name and your per- Rabbi Israel Lefkowitz _ Rabbi David Grossman 
sonal partic [pation to a major CLAL Chairman of the Board President 
conference vith the speech that you 
refer to in y our Jetter. 

The Jewish Observer. June 1988 
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There is 119 questlon whatsoever 
that CLAL's views on pluralism and 
other matt:: ceritral to emunas 
Yisroel are sacrilege; tndecd. the 
word is simpily keftra (heresy). For 
exarnple, Gr senberg likens the dif- 
ferences betwcen Orthodoxy and 
other groups to the disputes 
between “)jillel and Shammai, 
(about whon: the Talmud says: ‘Both 
are the worls of 2 living G-d') and 
Hasidim ani Mitnagdim”™ (-Green- 
berg). In lire: with this approach. 
Greenberg c alls foi: an interchange 
of pulpits bis;ween. Orthodox, Con- 
servative aid Reform rabbis “to 
clarify ideok gy and values of their 
movement t) a new constituency.” 
(See the foot rote below" for a fuller 
quotation o3: this view from CLAL 
literature.) 

Thus. th: Conservative and 
Reform leadership has been writing 
the music of ‘pluralism"; Greenberg 
has furmish2d the orchestration: 
and, sadly. y»u wrote the lyrics. In 
short. if T ake you to task for 
permitting ihe: misinformation to 
continue to li nger. it is because your 
voice is now being perceived as 

How one can be 
“personally observant” 
while identifying witha 

religious movement 
that denies Ikrei 
Hayahadus: 

Torah MeSinai? 
TR PO I RE IPL EPS RII ARNIS. PY EE 

having been added to a chorus that 
has been heard nationwide and 
which is deeply and essentially 
hurtful to the Torah community— 
“Right” and “Centrist” equally. 
There are Orthodox rabbis of “tra- 
ditional” (no mechitza) synagogues 
in outlying communitics who have 
reproduced and distributed the 
Times article as a vindication of 
their “accommodationist” attitudes 
and pluralistic programs. 
CLAL has even gone further. In a 

paper on “The Relationship of 
Judaism and Christianity: Toward 
a New Organic Model.” published 
and widely distributed by CLAL, 
Rabbi Greenberg demonstrates why 

4. In a Nattoy al Confcrence of CLAL—The 
Nationa) Jewish «venter lor Learning and Lead- 
ership—held tn J we, 198'7—Lhe Am Echad (Onc 
People) Departme it—proposed the following: 

MODELS OF C JMMUNAL COOPERATION 

CLAIL. encouras ts rabb:s, rabbinic organiza- 
tlons and commi rial groups to conduct a wide 
array of program } designed to promote Jewish 
unity through grt atcr understanding among the 
movements. . .. 
1) Seminar on Je vish Unity 

... CLAL can assist in the development of 
Innovative study srograms cxploring the Issue 
of religious dives tity, anc. currently offers two 
four-part semina models utilizing CLAL scho- 
lars and local rabl is. 

The first formal |acludes. sessions on the dawn 
of modernity. th four major movements [i.c. 
Orthodox. Conse ~sative, Reform. snd Recon- 
struction)... . The sccond format studies 
historical cases 0 communities in conflict, ic., 
Hilic] and Shamn il and Hasidim and Mitnag- 
dim, The focus ist » andersand how other Jewish 
communtiies cert: with powerful Ideological 
conflicts tn ord y to locate the threads of 
commonalltyand ity, wit bin diversity, thatcan 

serve os models or the contemporary Jewish 
scene. {{n other words, Conservative versus 
Orthodox. whict is in effect Kefira versus 
Emuna, is com arable to Shammat versus 
HM elt~A,T.] 

2) Rabbinic Pulp! : Exchange 

Local rabbis v\sIl congregations of other 
denominations. Ir this model. rabbis speak from 

the pulpit in an cflort tc clarify ideology and 
values of ther movement ta ai new 

constitucncy. ... 

20 

5. Chriatianity iciumphed among the Gentiles, 
No Jew would fall for that fairy talc of a virgin 
mother. [f you were pregnant from somcone clsc, 
what would you tell your hushand? This {s 
fundamentally how medieval Jews handled 
Christianity. .. . So. If a Sew Jews followed Jesus, 
{C proved nothing. The rabbis concluded that 
Christianity was an alicn growth, developed by 
those who followed a false messlah. 

The rabbis perhaps erred bere... . Out of 
dcfensiveness, the rabbis confused a “failed” 
messiah (which Is what Jesus was) and a Jalse 
messiah... . A failed messiah is one who has 
the right values, upholds the covenant, but who 
did mot altain the final goal ., . [similar to) Bar 
Kochha, the greal Jewish freedom fighter who 
Jed a revolt against Rome that temporary drove 
Rome out of Jerusalem. ... He was hailed by 
Rabbi Akiva and many great rabbis as the 
messiah. ... 

Calling Jesus a falled messiah Is tn itself'a term 
of Irony. In the Jewish tradition, faJure is a most 
tunbiguous term. Abraham was a “fallurc”... . 
Moses was a“fallure”.... Jeremiah was a “failure”. 

.. All these “failures” are at the heart of divine 
and Jewish achievements. ... 

The unfinished agenda of the Jewish-Christian 
dialogue is the recognition of the profound 
interrelationship between both. Each faith 
community experiencing the Jove of G-d and the 
chovenness of G-d was temiped tric aaytrag: J an 
the only one chasen, There was a human fallurc 
to sce that there is enough love in G-d m choose 
agatn and again and again Both falths In 
rencwal may yet apply this insight not just to 
each other hut to religions not yet worked [nto 
thts alalogue. [Italicr mine—AT,) 

Orthodox rabbis—Rabbi Yoseif Dov 
Soloveitchik prominent among 
them—have always opposed inter- 
faith dialogue. mainly for courting 
confusion and trouble. Greenberg's 
paper excceds these conventional 
objections by actually flirting with 
apostasy. Indeed, he says, “In con- 
clud[ing] . .. that Christianity was 
an alien growth .. . the rabbis 
perhaps erred. .. . The rabbis 
confused a ‘failed’ messiah (which 
is what Jesus was) and a false 
messiah, ...A failed messiah is onc 
who has the right values but did not 
attain the final goal... [similar to] 
Bar Kochba....~ [We quote below 
more fully from his statement on 
Christianity*.) 

NOT YOUR VIEWS, 
BUT YOUR IMPRIMATUR 

n this connection I want to make 
something absolutely clear. 1 do 
not attribute the views of Yitz 

Greenberg to you. From everything 
I have read by you and Iknow about 
you, I would venture to say that if 
one were to put a gun to your head 
and say: “Utter these. words or else 
I shoot.” you would say. “Go ahead 
and shoot.” You would agree that 
they are the stuff of “yehoretg ve‘al 
ya’avor....” Yet In some ways you 
do carry responsibility for his state- 
ments. 

At Fifth Avenue you spoke in the 
mame of “We Centrists.” The 
intellectual and religious leader of 
a group has not only the right. but 
the duty, to speak for the entire 
movement. (In passing, I would like 
to add that I'd have preferred that 
the term “Centrist” would never 
have seen the light of day. If you are 
at the center of nonnative Judaism, 
just exactly who occupies the Left? 
... Ober man hot nisht bet mir 

gefregt) 
You created the term “Centrist”"— 

or at least bear the responsibility for 
populanizing it—and | am afraid 
that it is here to stay for awhile. Isn't 
it time that a stand be taken as to 
who may speak for the “Centrists"? 
Should one who preaches vile keftra 
be allowed to travel throughout the 
United States as aconsultant to over 

The Jewish Observer, June i988 
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three score Jewish Federations 
preaching “pluralism” and heresy in 
the name 2f Orthodox “Centrism.” 
and reman unchallenged by the 
prime spotesman for “Centrism'"? 

Isn't It essential that someone 
declare th: 1 “the field” begins and 
ends with unquestioning emuna, 
and that clenial of Ikrim (basic 
tenets of faith) does not render 
someone {ito the “left-wing,” but 
totally out »f the ballpark? ® 

By the sc me token, shouldn't the 
head of the world's leading 
“Centrist’ rabbinical seminary 
reject all ve stiges of pluralism, once 
and for all The position you artic- 
ulated at ritz Greenberg's CLAL 
conference edicated to pluralism 
two years 31g0 was not a ringing 
rejection o° pluralism, as you set 
forth in yo ir response. The image 
of Daniel i) the lion's den is belied 
not only by your active role in the 

6. As the JO Ir gning ty press, the most recent 
igeue of the Ni tional Jewtsh Law Review has 
come to my hay cL. [t contains an article by Rabbi 
Emanuc] Rack nan (a member of good standing 
In the “Centris ” Rabbinical Council of America) 
entitled, “The € ase of the Sotah [tndisereet wifc] 
in Jewish Lar Ordexl or Psychodrama™ (3 
National Jewts | Law Review at pp.49-64, 1988). 
Once more | arr constrained to question whether 
he foo Is a leg ilimate spokesman for Centrist 
Orthodoxy or \ hether you would reject him as 
unsuitable for | hat role. 

The thesis of tackmari’s article ts that the mat 
sotah—the mi ture of water tn which the ink 
from the oath :{ the somh. including the name 
of Hashem wus dissoived—did not have the 
miraculous pov tr to kill the guilty sotah. Instead. 
he argues that it was all a psychodrama used 
clther to causc icr to confess or to reconcile her 
with her suspi 1218 husband. Rackman claims 
that 8 signific 1 group of the rabbis in the 
Talmud held tis view but “were not free to 
verbalize why t wy did riot accept the supernat- 
ural approact for thy feared that public 
criticism of Lh- supernatural approach would 
have vitiated Lh» sotah ceremony as they 
perceived [L” [1 other words, the Torah pres- 

eribed a psyche ugical boax and the Talmudisis 
engaged In a cc nspiracy of silence not to let the 
cat oul of the bi €, 

Rackman’s a ticle 1s contrary to cerything 
recorded tn the Talmud on the topic: In other 

words, simply | lutant Aftra. In another note In 
this letter ] hav: set forth Rackman’s wann and 
fulanme embra e of bath you and your Fifth 
Avenuc speech He sali} that he “has always 
known” that }>2u and he “shared the same 
ideology” and d) Jered merely whether “our cause 
should be callec centrist or modern.” 

\ believe that | tuckman Is dead wrong: that you 
are repulsed by bis vicws, as cxpreseed in the 

Law Revicw an on municrous other occasions. 
Inn'( if time that you deny bim the right to 
characterize hs Torah Weltanschauung as 
yours, and to po:scent himsclf ay a spokcsman 
for Modern Oh: thodoxy-—or Centrism. as you 
prefers to call it? 

The Jewtsh | bserver, June 1988 
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CLAL conference, but also by the 
position thi 1 you staked out—half- 
way betwee rejection and embrace- 
ment of your own home-made brew 
of pluralism . Permit me to explain: 

A PLURA) JISM OF “SANCTITY” 

I: was a. that CLAL conference 
that youl pubiicly granted the 
Conserv ttive and Reform “valid- 

ity” (in acec rdance with the word's 
Latin root talidius of course). And 
it was the e that you bestowed 
“spiritual di {nity” upon them, with- 
out the qua ifying explanation that 
appears inj cur letter to me in this 
issue of Th: Jewish Observer—an 
explanation that would not have 
endeared yo J, to Alexander Schind- 
ler (Reform) or Wolfe Kelman (Con- 
servative), a3 the unexpanded ver- 
sion did. 

And now, n your letter to me, you 
confuse this ys further. In the very 
same paragy 3ph where you respond 
to my challe: we. whether you confer 
the same “spiritual dignity’ upon 
Conservativ: dnd Reform rabbis as 
you do on a tlevout Jesuit priest or 
Tibetan monk, you make an 
extremely triubling reference. You 
reply: “But of course!” and refer the 
reader to Rambam, Hilchos 

Shmitta VeYovel 13,13. And here I 
am at an absolute loss to under- 
stand you. The Rambam in that 
famous, oft-cited passage compares 
honest searchers of truth to the 
Tribe of Levi, as being Chail 
Hashem—G-d's chosen ranks. For 
the sake of the reader. permit me 

If you are to deal with 
the Conservative and 

Reform rabbinate as the 
functional equivalent of 
secular Jewish groups, 
as you suggest, and no 

more, than it will have 
to be spelled out with 
excruciating clarity. 

PLL SANTA SS IIT E EI I ET NT I 

to quote the Rambam: “Not only the 
Tribe of Levi, but every man. from 
all who come into the world. who Is 
so inspired and understands on his 

own to separate himself and stand 
before G-d to serve Him . . . to know 
G-d, and to walk upright as G-d 
created him. and renounces the 
many concerns that people pur- 
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sue—he is sanctified to be holy of 
holies and the L-rd is his portion. 
.. ." (Original language of the 
Rambam appears below.7) 

Of course, “kol bo'et olam—all 
who come into the world”—even in 
Tibet—have this potential for spir- 
itual greatness. But is onc supposed 
to assume that the Rambam also 
means that an idolatrous monk. or 
a“rabbi” who denies Torah MiSinait, 
is walking “upright as G-d created 
him"? The Rambam makes some 
unforgiving judgments against 
those who reject the Seven Noahide 
Laws; and he !s no less harsh with 
meisisim umetdichim—Jews who 
disavow the Thirteen Principles of 
Faith, and knowingly lead others 
similarly astray (see Moreh Nevu- 
chim. Section IU, Ch.41). You surely 
don't mean to suggest that the 
Rambam confers “spiritual dignity” 
on pagans and on Conservative and 
Reform rabbis! (See Rambam's 
commentary on Mishnayos Chelek- 
excerpted belows). Nor could one 
ever study the Rambam in its 
entirety and conclude that he is 
describing any “rabbi” who is mar- 
beh mamzeirim beYisroel as “nt 77 
Owip wiz wipn—sanctified to be 
holy of holies.” To read such Inter- 
pretation into the Rambam is 
nothing less than ziuf haTorah 
(falsification of Torah)! 

°ND JIN WN) WN 2D NON 7293 NF VAW NI) .7 

STan> yA w9AN) IMNIN IN AIT AWN “Dow 

7 ‘NNN NYT Ways) INAwWs "1 955 THY 
dy Ny Syn pr) D*PONN INwYW IDD IY 
Dt OTN 2793 WP2 WR O97N NpI2WNN 

O71) INFN ISN 9 FN) O'WIP WIP wIpnd 
WY pro0Nn ADI MNyA Y> Now) DIDS MODY) 

O29 OND) Nov 19D 

8. The Rambam discusecs three classes of 
thinkera who diifer in their interpretation of the 
words of Chazal In his second category, he 
describes people that ”.. . cal) these (rabbinical 
agsertions) foolish, and deprecate them and 
slander that which should not be slandered. From 
time to ume, they cleride the words of the Sages 
and imagine that they are more intelligent and 
have more penctrating minds than the Snges. ... 

“.., those who stumblc into this type of belicf 
consider themselves to be intellectuals and wise 
philosophers but how far removed they are from 
bumanity when thcy arc compared to truc 
philozophers. These (thinkers) are even more 
atupid than the first clons, and more foolish. Jt 

ls an accursed class because they oppose men 
of great worth whose wisdom has already been 
established before echolars.” 
See Maimonides. Commentary on the Mishno. 
Tractate Sanhedrin (translation by Dr. Fred 
Rosner). 
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What (fs one to say. then, to your 
reference to the Rambam? At this 
point. I ca 1 only repeat the final line 
of my prev ous letter: “Dr. Lamm, are 
you there vith us?” 

NAT ONAL BETH DIN— 
A FANTASY 

Cs: back to your CLAL 
add »2ss, it contained a deeply 
distressing and confusing 

proposal, vhich served to further 
put the qui stion markon yourclaim 
to opposit on to pluralism: that a 
national B *th Din (rabbinical court) 
be formula ‘rd to cleal with the issues 
of gittin azul kedushin in a format 
that will be accepted by all— 
Orthodox. Conservative. Reform. 
and Recor structionist. As part of 
that. you bi 'ldly propose that “rabbis 
who are ex] «rt and personally obser- 
vant, no niatter what groups they 
formally bi long to, may be autho- 
rized to serve.” 

I fail to 1\aderstand how one can 
be “perso ially observant" while 
identifying with a religious move- 
ment that ‘lenies Ikret Hayahadus: 
Torah Meitinat! We all know that 
not only Ri fon, but the Conserva- 
tives also wject the binding char- 
acter of cxiified halacha. Hence 
your prop »sal was unacceptable. 
and will rer tain unacceptable. Rabbi 
Moshe Fei) stein >”yt made it clear 
beyond do bt in a responsum in 
Igros Mosi e that a rabbi who is 
connected vith a Conservative syn- 
agogue carmot be counted among 
the membe +5 of aJ3eth Din for geirus 
(conversior ) because of his affllia- 
tion. Do you think for a moment 
that he. or: vay halacha authorities. 
would hae decided differently 
regarding < Beth Din for gittin? Do 
you think t 2a: there is any basis for 
pretending si0? 

You anc I know that such a 
National B::'h Dir will never be. In 
fact. it is inthinkable, unless one 

yrs Now ma 9 
Sov TNO PRI 2H NN Sy MTV Fay R>w ANI... 

npina Am OS OWONIIYDNpP NIA OW 9 

OpPY ADI NVI PON AIWN? WON 
Sv owanan r4ayw mean yey wwd 71... 
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would grant Reform and Conscrva- 
tive rabbis more validity and dignity 
then your response to us would 
indicate. The suggestion serves only 
to send further mixed signals about 
“legitimacy.” which | find so 
dismaying. 
The problem that I and others like 

me confront in attempting to 
understand your position is that we 
find it incomprehensible that you do 
not understand the uational cur- 
rents in which both your words and 
your silence find themselves. In that 
context. you are not making yourself 
understood at all. Yes. there is 
nothing wrong with diplomacy, but 

there is a good bit wrong with 
confusing ambiguity, especially 
when one of the gravest problems 

befalling our people today ts Jack of 
clarity on fundamentals of emuna. 

UNITY, WHERE IT COUNTS 

m your quest for unity for Kial 
Yisroel, there is another unity 
with which you must concer 

yourself, and that is the unity of 
Shomrei Torah. Nothing, in my 
opinion. would more lead to a full 
and formal schism between the 
“Right” and the “Centrists” than 
continuing to needlessly violate the 
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sensibilities of the yeshiva com- 
munity—by such statements as 
proposing tic establishment of a 
Beth Din, which would include 
those who Jiave formal affiliations 
with the Conservative or Reform 
movement. 

I might nlate to you that when 
Agudath Is.ael's Commission on 
Legislation : nd Civic Action under- 
took to formulate the New York Get 
Bill, | met w th outstanding consti- 
tutional law: crs (e.g. Nathan Lewin) 
and a host cf rabbinic leaders. The 
dictate fron: the leading Roshei 
Yeshiva was to arrive at legislation 
that would lave the heskem of ail 
Torah autho -ities within the Torah 
community. That was done. The 
entire spect) um, from the Satmar 
Dayan to Rabbi Soloveitchik. was 
contacted. T} «2 directions were clear. 
On matters that effect kedushas 
Yisroel, no ¢:ction can and should 
be undertak:n if there was valid 
halachic obje :tion from any quarter. 
(Similarly, Rav Chaim Ozer Grod- 
zenski >”y: 0° pre-war Vilna. undis- 
putedly the !tabban Shel Kol Bret 
Hagola, deal: with a proposal for a 
lenient appnsach toward a specific 
kashrus prol Jem for starving Jews. 
but would rot concur on such a 
ruling withc ut the consensus of 
other gedole poskim. As long as he 
suspected fri advance that the 

answer would be negative. hc would 
not issue a tentative psak Such is 
the way of responsible Torah 
leadership.) 

“Centrism” is a term 
that places your group 

in the center. In the 
center of what? 

Avoiding excessive zeal 
to the right, in which 
area? Embracing what 
degree of deviation to 

the left? 

UNHYPHENATED TORAH ACTION 

[<= only a few remarks with 
regard to your true views as 
expressed in your response to 

me. You defend your approach of 
using “the silken language of diplo- 
macy” because “it proves effec- 
tive"— moreso than our approach, 
which you characterize as “worthy 
of their contempt if] [i.e. Dr. Lamm] 
had shouted at them [Reform and 
Conservative leaders]. stamped my 
foot. and called them ‘shkotzim’” 
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How does one determine effective- 
ness in reaching our brothers that 
are so distant from us? By gaining 
coverage in the Times~even when 
the story distorts your views? By 
winning kudos from Schindler? 
Does that really accomplish kiruv of 
the hearts of rechokim, or docs it 
perhaps tell them that they're okay 
the way they arc? 

People today are in desperate need 
of clear guidance. and they respond 
to jt when they get it: and we 
endeavor to give it to them—without 
name calling, without apology. Are 
our efforts effective? Witness the 
innovative publishing of original 
Torah thought, and the translation 
of classic Torah literature. in the 
vernacular. Rabbi Emanuel Rack- 
man, an avowed spokesman for 
Modern Orthodoxy. gives the credit 
for pioneering such ventures to 
ArtScroll-Mesorah Publications! 
among others, we are quick to add. 
“Black-hat” outfits, for sure. ... And 
take note of how “Right-wingers™ 
have also been blazing trails in high- 
tech communication to bring 
recorded Daf Yomi classes and 
numerous Torah lectures to the 
telephones of thousands of sub- 
scribers across the map... in 
bringing Torah to Russian Jews in 
America and abroad... in helping 
Jewish Ivy League collegiates dis- 
cover the Judaism they never knew 
... in operating a massive program 
of rescue, shelter and religious 
education of young refugees from 
Iran ...in initiating the remarkable 
Hatzoloh voluntcer ambulance pro- 
gram.... Yes, “Right- wing” yeshiva 
graduates and hassidim are in the 
leadership of all of these endeavors. 

10."Thirty years ago, [ wrote: ‘In the area of 
English publications... Orthodox Judaiam must 
meet new challenges. Its halachic and scholarly 
journals... have a limited circle of readers, while 
most American Jews havc only the vaguest 
notions of the nature of Orthodoxy and tts 
spiritual and intelectual vitality.” 

“Now, It can be said that Orthodox Judaism 
ja coping with that chaUengr very effectively. and 
pruch of the credit is duc to those who conceived 
and are executing the program of the ArtScroll 
Scrics.... The translations of the ArtScroU Serics 
are felicitous, the expositions abundantly clear 

and the art work try sophisticated. All In all, 
the series Is a historic contribution to the 
advancement of Torah atudy tp Pnglish speaking 
countrics,”"—Focus, by Rabbi Emanucl Rackman 
The Jewish Weck, Inc., N.Y.C., March 4, 1988. 
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By thc s: ine token. your dismissal 
of “Right wing" Orthodoxy's ac- 
complishn ents in other areas as a 
matter of »oliticd push is surpris- 
ingly simjJistic. Besides lobbying 

for legislat on to protect the kosher 
consumer and the unfortunate 
aguna, we wrote the laws in a way 
that stand tp well under the courts’ 
unforgivin § eye. And yes, Agudath 
Israel wat alone among Jewish 
groups to challenge Mayor Koch's 
Executive Order 50. and led the 
successful lsattle to stop the Gay 
Rights ordis: in the courts. 
These ac: the areas where one 

woud exp:ct exponents of Torah 
Umadda t) be in the forefront. but 
somehow ithe fires of conviction~ 
which insp ses all this creativity and 
spawns th:sc innovative, effective 
projects—b urn strongest where an 
allegiance { » Torah Is not splintered 
or diluted (or “enriched”) by a 
broader ide clogical framework. 

WISE IN OTHER WAYS 

the Tor: hi refers to pagan priests 
as koharnim, and that Rishonim 

speak of ch uchme:t ha-kara’tm. and 
that those itles were not intended 
to. and dil not, confer halachic 
status upor them. Come now. Those 
titles referr >i to “position,” but did 
not bestow bonors By any means. 
Nobody eve confused pagan priest- 
hood with t alachic legitimacy. They 
were of diffrent religions. And the 
rabbinic sp Itwith the Karaim could 
not have b:en more complete. No 
one to my } nowleige ever accorded 
them “spirl wal dignity.” Nor should 
anyone todity confer “spiritual dig- 
nity” on the se who by definition are 
leading vas numbers of Jews away 
from Torah end mitzvos. 

It is well-k nown that “Right-wing” 
rabbinical leadership has not 
always beer in full agreement with 
the views o° the leading mentor of 
Modern Ojthodoxy. Rabbi Yoseif 
Dov Soloveitchik, Rosh Hayeshtva 

of Rabbi Isa ic Elctionon Theclogical 
Seminary. yet there is no disagree- 
ment amon, | them in this regard. As 
Rabbi Solov zitchik wrote: “From the 

[: your hs:ter tc me. you note that 
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point of view of the Torah. we find 
the difference between Orthodox 
and Reform Judaism much greater 
than that which separates the 
Pharisees from the Sadducees in the 
days of the Second Commonwealth. 
and between the Karaites and the 
traditionalists in the Geonic era. 
Has Jewish history ever recorded an 
instance of a joint Community 
Council or a joint Rabbinical Coun- 
cil which consisted of Karaites and 
Torah-true Jews?” (translated from 
an article in Der Tog-Morgen Jour- 

nal January 18, 1954). 
If you are to deal with the Con- 

servative and Reform rabbinate as 
the functional equivalent of secular 
Jewish groups. as you suggest. and 
no more. then it will have to be 
spelled out with excruciating clarity. 
The analogies that you draw are 
simply historically inappropriate to 
our present day dilemmas and 
dangerously confusing to the grop- 
ing masses. especially at a time 
when the Torah’'s authenticity is 
being questioned by so many. 
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WE ARI. NOT ENGAGED IN 
“MORIDDIN" 

our r:ference to the Chazon 
y Ish is puzzJing, as well. The 

Chazin Ish's view that 
moridin v'e n malin 1s inapplica- 
ble today is in truth, irrelevant to 
our discussi 3n. We do not and never 
have even remotely suggested a 
moridin pla of action. But there is 
a vast diference between ein 
moridin (do 30%, lower into a pit) and 
mechabdin (iscstow honor). And in 
an age when extraordinary pres- 
sures towarjs the: legitimation of 
“three co-eguial branches of Juda- 
ism” exists. thie ein moridin concept 
has no mean |g whatsoever. But ein 
mechabdin nost certainly does. 

Indeed. tte Chazon Ish speaks 
very clearly 3n this. In a letter to 
Rabbi Avrchom Wolf, the late 
founder of B :th Jacob of Bnei Brak. 
he calls fo: “education toward 
extremism.” Doesn't the Rambam 

health. 

 EMERG| 
-Adistin suished “talmid Chochon’ who i isa aRosh 
»Hakolle |: for advancéd’ Balei ‘Teshuva: and’ has 

& dedicat d his life to helping people both spiritually 

2 dnd: fin:(acially, isnew in’dire need and under’ 
extreine pressure of debts that are’ affecting his 

‘We the ore appeal te all. basis of Torah ae 
~ Chesed to heliy generously. by alleviating the plight 

prescribe a Golden Mean of Moder- 
ation? Yes. But that refers to 
midos—character traits. such as 
anger as opposcd to indifference. 
frugality in contrast to squander- 
ing—areas where one should avoid 
the extremes. By contrast. commit- 
ment to emuna and bitachon— 
faith and trust in G-d—must not be 
tepid or moderate. It must be full- 
hearted. even “extreme.” says the 
Chazon Ish. 

As we said before, “Centrism" is 
a term that places your group in the 
center. In the center of what? Avoid- 
ing excessive zeal—to the right in 
which area? Embracing what 
degree of deviation to the left? 

“YES, BUT . 

to me, you ask: “My hand is 
outstretched. Will you grasp it?” 

Of course the answer Is yes. But, not 

[: the closing line of your letter 

one hand. I want to grasp both. If 
the other hand fs simultaneously to 
be used to send mixed and incom- 
prehensible signals to those whose 
goals are so foreign to us. our 
relationship will ultimately shatter 
on the shoals of disappointment 
and bitterness. The Times article 
caused pain not only in Agudah 
circles. It caused pain over the broad 
range of Orthodox communities. It 
caused pain in your own yeshiva. It 
was a symptom not mercly of dis- 
agreement but of a lack of forth- 
rightness on matters that go to the 
very heart of the kiyum of Kilal 
Yisroel 

But it is a time for rejoicing when 
brothers speak openly to each other. 

[ believe we have made a significant 
start. And | take your offer seriously: 
Both of my hands are outstretched 
for yours to prasp.... 

Cordially yours, 
AARON TWERSKY @ 
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