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Professor Aaron Twerski

.

A REJOINDER

l"-]‘l“ﬂ"m 2, S I VAP T BIOR sy A A By B

ear [V, Lamm: vy
[ :n delighted that you
have taken the time to
respond to iny open letter to you. It
was written to eliclt a response and
a clarificati yn of your views. How-
ever, your l:tter leaves me with
gnawing ani troubling concerns. I
hope that yr 13 will not misinterpret
the sharpntes of my comments as
a personal ittack. Indeed, only by
honestly cor {ronting the issues can
we comc to grips with the rather
serious repe rcussions that followed
upon The PMew York Times article
reporting yo 'r Fifth Aveniue speech.
By now it « clear that in my open
letter to you [ faithfully ascribed to
you the vews that you truly
embrace. It s also clear that. from
beginning t> end, The New York
Times articl» was a misrepresenta-
tion of the suth. In fact, it would
be accuratc to describe it as a
caricature o the views that you so
dearly hold.

Professor Twen ki, a musmach of Yeshiva Ner
Izrael-Baltimore alsn studied In Beth Medrash
Elynn In Monac 1 A Icad ing national authority
on products lHal 1ty ancl conflict of laws. he Is
currently 8 pro cssor of law In Brooklyn Law
School. formerl acting dean of Hofstra Law
School, and ha: been a visiting profeasor at
Comecll. Univers ty of Michigen (at Ann Arbor).
and Boston Uni =rsity.

The Jewtsh Jbserver, June 1988
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You have made it clear
that you are deeply
offended by both the
terminology and the
false image that the
Times created . . .. Yet,
you sat idly by and did
nothing to set the
record straight.

You criticize me for not “checking
the (news) report™ with you, to
determine what you really said.
Chaval! Why did you not “check the
news report with you"? You spoke
to an audience of four hundred. But
for the world. and posterity. “your
words” will be those that were
reported by the Times. It is to those
words that you and [ had to respond.

RESPONDING TO THE TIMES

Let me briefly recapitulate:

1. The Times attributed to you to
such terms as “ultra-Orthodox™ and
"fundamentalist” as references to
the "Right.” It furtber intimatcd
that the “Right” was not open to
secular culture. This image of the
Orthodox "Right” as fundamental-
ist. Bible-belt know- nothings is one

that the TYmes generally has por-
trayed. Your own view iIs diametri-
cally opposed. You have made it clear
that you are deeply offended by both
the terminology and the false
images that the Times created. . . .

Yet, you sat idly by and did
nothing to set the record straight.

2. The Ttmes. you say, reported
the “valid groupings and spiritual
dignity” remarks out of context In
order to understand them, you refer
me to your CLAL lecture of March
1986. As to “valid groupings.” that
is to be understood by your “idio-
syncratic” definition of the term to
mean that they are “"strong.” And for
that we are referred to Latin for an
appropriate definition. In any event.
it means nothing more than recog-
nizing that there iz a group out
there with power and strength. As
to “spiritdal dignity.” you quite
agree with my characterization that
the "spiritual dignity” you would
confer upon them {s comparablc to
that conferred on a Tibetan Monk.
But. not chas veshalom. that of 2
rabbinic leader.

What was published in The New
York Times was thus taken out of
context They are neither “valid” in
the sense that thc word is used by
the overwhelming majority of those

17
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who speak the English language
and who are not conversant in Latin
(see footnoie below for entry from
American H :ritage Dictionary)'. nor
does thel) spiritual dignity—
removed as It is from Mesora and
halacha— ave Torah meaning.
They are usurpers and falsiflers of
the title 'Rav” as wused for
generations

Clearly. nc one but an omniscient
G-d could &0 have read The New
York Times report of your speech.
It was a gro: s misrepresentation of
your vicws. ...

Yet you sat idly by and did not lift
your pen (o jrlace your views in their
true light.

3. You say that the Times report
on your objiction to the “Who is a
Jew" {ssue was clear. But that
simply is no: so. May [ suggest that
you take tte relevant paragraph?
and place i1 befor: people who are

1. val-id (val~1¢ ) adj, 1. ‘Nell-grounded: a valtd
okjection. 2. Pryiucing the desired rcsults:
efMcacious: valld methods. 3. Legally sound and
effective: inconte stable: caltd title. 4. Logic. a.
Containing prem ses [rom which the conclusion
may logically be derived: a valid argument. b.
Correctly Inferrer or deduiced from a premlsc: a
valid conclustor 5. Archatc Of sound health:
robust. [Fr.valide ='Latin valtdus strong < valere.
to bc strong)- va'ld-ly adv.—valldacss n.
American Heritey ¢ Dictionary

2. The Times ¢ rlivle savs: "Dr. Lamm sald he
hoped that the ‘\ho I8 A Jew' leglslation. . . .
which has been | lefeated in the [srael) Knesset,

- does not cor 1t up ayaln.” (The New York
TYmes March 24 1988)

R NN N T .
YESHIVA TORAS CHAIM

If the problem of
slander and deep
offense were an isolated
one, volt noch gevain
tzu derleiden. But your
speech was not made in
a vacuum, and your
words thus assume
impact beyond your
avowed intent.

not intimately familiar with your
views. [ question whether anyone
would read it but to say that you
were taking issue with the "Mthu
Yehud{” question in a manner
diametrically opposed to your true
position.

Yet you permitted the matter to
rest without correcting this
misconception.

4. Whatever is to be said for the
Times article itself and your initial
reading of it, there is another
painful truth that must be put on
the table. On the morrow of the
article. you knew what the article
had wrought. There was a veritable
explosion over It in all Orthodox
circles. For example. respected

DI NVER COTLOTRADDO

The Bi:is Medrash offers a
w ique program for a

1 wtivated Bochur to
develop int Torah and Midos.
Tl 2 Mesivta offers an
exceptic nal setting, limited
size Shiurim with dedicated
Mech wnchiin. Accredited
high school.

Registration now open for Elul Z'man.

New York Area can be made by calling

Appointments for interviews in the

718-375-6715.

For further information write or call
Yeshiva Toras Chaim
Taltmudic Seminary / Denver
1400 Quitman, P.O. Box 4067
Denver, Colorado 80204
303-629-8200
Rabbsi Yitzchok Wasserman, Rosh Yeshiva

Rabbi Yisroel Meir Kagan, Rosh Yeshiva
Rabbi Yehoshua Gutman, Menahel

Applicatinng accepted from all Jewith youth
withuyt regard to race, color, national or ethnic
origin,

Roshel Yeshiva and talmidim in
your own institution reacted in deep
anger to the Times rendering. And
yes. Alexander Schindler apparently
understood it to mean that a Con-
servative or Reform rabbi was finally
being acknowledged as a rabbi by
the prestigious president of Yeshiva
University No. he did not have
Jesult priest dignity—he had
rabbinical spiritual dignity. Maybe
not “"Yoreh—Yoreh, Yodin—Yodin,”
but close enough so that no onc
would ever know the difference.
And throughout this all. you did
not lift your pen to write a letter to
the editor of The New York Times
or to any other medium of com-
munication to reveal the truth.
Was It necessary for Aaron
Twerskd to do it? | wonder: had the
Ttmes mischaracterized your words
to portray Yeshiva University in an
unfavorable light. would you not
have written somewhere to set thc
record stralght? In short. 1s 1t proper
that the lle will have been told to
millions and the truth limited to the
readers of The Jewish Observer?

NOT IN A VACUUM

ask these questions because
I:r:at seems to be the inevitable
swer disturbs me to the depth
of my being. Forgtve me if T misjudge
you. But wasn't the TYmes article left
to stand because. though It played
badly in Borough Park. it played well
in Peoria?

Does the thinking go something
like this?

~—The Orthodox “Right” will be
angry with me; but they are
already alienated from Torah
Umadda anyway. To tell the harsh
truth to the “left” in the mass media
ts unthirdcable for me. That task [
w(ll leave to the Agudists.

If so. then hasldim and bnet
yeshiva were slandered and deeply
offended by such terms as “funda-
mentalist and ultra-Orthodox,”
while you kept tntact your creden-

18

3. Rabb! Alexander Schindler wrote in a letler
to you |Dr. Lamm|: “This fe the kind of voice that
1 and many others have been longing 1n hear.
You cxpress the kind of Orthodoxy that 1 was
taught to revere” [Quoted in JTA March 28.
1988)

The Jewish Observer, June 1988




B3/12/2008 14:10

6462541600

AGUDATH ISRAEL PAGE 11/18B

L

tials with the left as a non-
judgmental leader of Kial Ytsroel

If the prohblem [ describe were an
isolated or e. volt noch gevain tzu
derleiden. 3ut your Fifth Avenue
speech wa: not made in a vacuum,
and your wrds thus assume impact
beyond you r avowed intent. For the
last flve yeirs, the attack from the
Conservat ve and Reform move-
ments agajnst “Right™-wing Ortho-
doxy has been unrelenting and
vicious. . . . They have sought to
portray the "Right" as fundamental-
Ists, as divisive separationists. as
bigots. as K houmeinis, who have no
claim on hi:worical Jewish truths....
They are w: ving the “unity” banner
as a mean: for legitimating devia-
tionist grov ps, which happen to be
responsible for rnore divisiveness
and disuni ;7 than has ever before
threatened Klal Yisroel—what with
Reform rer ognition of patrilineal
descent as a basis of Jewishness.
and countle ss mamzefrim resulting
froro secord marTiages that take
place with Feform1 blessings, with-
out benefit sfa halachic divorce. . . .
They have atteripted to project
“pluralism” in the manner that you
personally 'Ind so unacceptable, as
the true triditior: of Judaism. . . .
They have s 'ught with considerable
success to have Jewish Federations
throughout :he length and breadth
of this greal country implement this
pluralism i1 a wide array of educa-
tional activ tles.

JOINING THE CLAL CHORUS

iviny; inspiration and direc-
ion to this endeavor is a
leading  self-proclaimed

“Centrist” Orthodox spokesman,
Yitzchak G :enberg., a member in
good stavling of a "Centrist”
Orthodox ‘abbinic organization.
His influenc ¢ cspecially through his
organizatio1, CLAL (the National
Jewish Center for Learning and
Leadership . has been devastating
and destri ctlve. You are keenly
aware of th: CLAL agenda. Indeed.
you lent yo ir name and your per-
sonal partic [pation to a major CLAL
conference vith the speech that you
refer to in yurJetter.

The Jewish Dhserver. June 1988

THE YITTY LEIBEL HELP-LINE

A Free Service of the

Yitty Leibel Chesed Fund
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There is 115 question whatsocver
that CLAL's views on pluralism and
other matt:r certral to emunas
Yisroel are sacrilege; tndecd. the
word is simply kefira (heresy). For
exarnple, Grzenberg likens the dif-
ferences beiwcen Orthodoxy and
other groups to the disputes
between “)iillel and Shammai,
(about whon the Talmud says: ‘Both
are the wor«1s of a. llving G-d') and
Hasidim an 1 Mitnagdim” (-Green-
bergl. [n lire with this approach.
Greenberg cills for an interchange
of pulpits bitween Orthodox, Con-
servative a1 d Reform rabbis “to
clarify ideolt gfy and values of their
movement t» a ncw constituency.”
(See the foot riote below* for a fuller
quotation o1 this view from CLAL
literature.)

Thus. th: Consecrvative and
Reform leadr rship has been writing
the music of ‘pluralism™; Greenberg
has fumish:d the orchestration:
and, sadly. y u wrote the lyrics. In
short. if T "ake you to task for
permitting {he misinformation to
continue to l'nger. it is because your
voice is mow being perceived as

How one can be
“personally observant”
while identifying with a

religious movement
that denies Ikrei
Hayahadus:

Torah MeSinai?
TR X S R RS T R Gt LRI e o e

having been added to a chorus that
has been heard nationwide and
which is deeply and essentially
hurtful to the Torah community~
"Right” and “Centrist” equally.
There are Orthodox rabbis of “tra-
ditional” (no mechitza) synagogues
in outlying communitics who have
reproduced and distributed the
Times article as a vindication of
their “accornmodationist™” attitudes
and pluralistic programs.

CLAL has even gone further. In a
paper on "The Relationship of
Judaism and Christianity: Toward
a New Organic Model.” publisbed
and widely distrdbuted by CLAL,
Rabbi Greenberg demonstrates why

4. [n a Nalloy al Confsreoce of CLAL—The
National Jewish - lenter for Learning and Lead-
ership—held In J e, 1987—(he Am Echad (Onc
People) Departme 1it—proposed the (ollowing:

MODELS OF C IMMUNAL COOPERATION

CLAL encoura; ts rabb:s, mabbinic organiza-
tlons and commi rial groups to conduct a wide
array of program 1 designzd to promote Jewish
unity through gre atcr understanding among the
movements. ...

1) Seminar on Je vieh Unity

... CLAL can assist In the development of
Innovative study srograms cxploring the lssue
of rcligious diver vty, anc. currently offers two
four-part semina models ulilizing CLAL scho-
lars and local rabl Is.

The first formal | ac)udes seaslons on the dawn
of modernity. th: four major movements (i.c.
Orthodox. Conse “mtive. Reform. and Recon-
strucyon). . . . The sccond format studies
historical cases o communities (n confliet, ic.,
Hillc) and Shamn <l and Hasidim and Mitnag-
dim, The [ocus I3t « snderstand how otherJewish
communities ces|: with powcrful ldeological
conflicts (n ord v to locate the threads of
commonalltyand mity, within diversity, thatcan
serve 28 models or the contcmporary Jewish
scene. {In other words, Conservatlve versus
Orthodox. whict is in e[fect Kefira versus
Emuna, 13 com| zarable to Shammat versus
Hilla~AT.]

2) Rabbinic Pulp! - Excharge

Local rabhis vi:ll congregatinng of olher
denominations. Ir thia model. rabbis speak from
the pulplt In an cllort tc clarify Ideology and
values of ther movemen! e a new
constituency. . ..

20

5. Chriatianity idiumphced among the Gentiles,
No Jew would fall for (bat fajry talc of a virgin
mother. If you were pregnant from somconc clsc,
what would you tcll your hushand? This (s
fundamentally how mcdicval Jews handled
Christianity. . . . So. If a few Jcws followed Jesus,
{t proved nothing The rabbls concluded that
Christianity was an allen growth, developed by
thosc who followed a [alee messlah.

The rabbls pcrhaps erred bere. . . . Out of
defensiveness, the rabbis confused a “falled”
mese(ah (which Is what Jesus was) and a falsc
messizh. . . . A failed mcssiah 15 one who has
the right values, upholds the covenant, but who
did not altaln the final goal . , . [similar to) Bar
Kochba, the greal Jewish freedom fighter who
led a revolt against Rome that temporary drove
Rome out of Jerusalem. . . , He was hailed by
Rabbi Akiva and many great rabbis as (he
messiah. . ..

Calllng Jesus a falled messiah I in ilsella term
of lrony. In the Jewish tradlition, faJlure is a most
funblguous term. Abraham was a “fallurc”, . . .
Moses was a “fallure”. ... Jeremlah was a “faflure”.

.. All thege “[allures” arc at the heart of divine
and Jewish achlevements, , ..

The unlinishcd agenda of the. Jewish-Christian
dialogue 5 thc rccognition of the profound
interrelationshlp between both. Each faith
community cxperiencing the Jove of G-d and the
choscnness of G-0 was temped tnio aaylng: J am
the only one chasen, There was a human fallurc
to sce that there 8 enough love in G-d t choose
agatn nnd agailn and agatn Both falths In
rencwal may yet apply this Insight oot just to
each other but to rellglons not yet worked (nto
this dlalogue. (Italics mine—~AT.)

Orthodox rabbis—Rabbi Yoseif Dov
Soloveitchik prominent among
them—have always opposed inter-
faith dialogue. mainly for courting
confusion and trouble. Greenberg's
paper excceds thesc conventional
objections by actually flirting with
apostasy. Indeed, he says, “In con-
cludling] . . . that Christianity was
an alien growth . . . the rabbis
pcrhaps erred. . . . The rabbis
confused a ‘failed’ messiah (which
is what Jesus was) and a false
messiah, .. . A failed messtah is onc
who has the right values but did not
attain the final goal . . . [similar to)
Bar Kochba. . . . " (We quote below
more fully from his statement on
Christianitys.)

NOT YOUR VIEWS,
BUT YOUR IMPRIMATUR

n this connection I want to make

something absolutely clear. 1 do

not attribute the views of Yitz
Greenberg to you. From everything
I have read by you and know about
you. I would venturc to say that if
one were to put a gun to your head
and say: “Utter thcse words or else
I shoot.” you would say. “Go ahead
and shoot." You would agrec that
they are the stuff of “yehorelg ve'al
ya'avor. . .. " Yet In some ways you
do carry responsibility for his state-
ments.

At Fifth Avenue you spoke in the
name of "We Centrists.” The
intellectual and religious leader of
a group has not only the right, but
the duty, to spcak for the entire
movement. (In passing, I would like
to add that I'd have preferred that
the term “Centrist” would never
have seen the light of day. If you are
at the center of normative Judaism,
Jjust exactly who occupies the Left?
. .. Ober man hot nisht bet mir
gefregt)

You created the term “Centrist"—
or at least bear the responsibility for
popularzing it~and | am afraid
that it {s here to stay for awhile. Isn't
it time that a stand be taken as to
who may speak for the "Centrists™?
Should one who preaches vile keftra
be allowed to travel throughout the
United States as a consultant to over

The Jewish Observer, June 1988
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three score Jewish Federations
preaching ‘pluralism”and heresy in
the name >f Orthodox “Centrism.”
and rema n unchallenged by the
prime spo tesman for “"Centrism™?

Isn't It =ssential that someone
declare th: 1. “the fleld” begins and
ends with unquestioning emuna.
and that denfal of fkrim (basic
tenets of faith) does not render
someone {1to the “left-wing,” but
totally out f the ballpark? ®

By the s: me token, shouldn't the
head of the world's leading
“Centrist’ rabtinical seminary
reject all vestiges of pluralism. once
and for all’ The position you artic-
ulated at ritz Cireenberg's CLAL
conference dedicated to pluralism
two years 3go was not a ringing
rejection o’ pluralism, as you set
forth in yo ir response. The image
of Daniel 11 the lion’s den is belied
not only by your active role in the

6. As thc JO Ir gning t) preas, the most recent
1zeue of the M tlonal Jewigh Law Revlew has
come to my hai «l. [t contains an article by Rabbi
Emanud Rack nan (a member of good standing
In the “Centris * Rabbinical Council of America)
entitled, “The ( asc of the Sotah [Indiscreet wilc)
in Jcwish La'r Ordexl or Psychodrama” (3
Natlonal Jewis | Law Review at pp.49-64, 1988).
Once more [ arr constrained to question whether
he too (s 2 leg [limate spokesman for Centrist
Orthodoxy or 1 hether you would rcject him as
unsuitable for | hat role.

The thesls of Jackmarn’s article is that the maf
sotah—the mi ture of ‘wvater In which the ink
from the oath « { the soiah. including the name
of Hashem. wu dissoived—did not have thc
miraculous pov ¢r (o kill the gullty sotah. Inatead.
he argues that It was all a psychodrama used
clther to causc 1cr to conless or to reconcile her
with her auspi 1o1s husband. Rackman claimg
that a signific vt group of the rabbls In the
Talmud hcld tiis view but "were not frec to
verballze why t 1y did riot accept the supemat-
ural approact for they feared that public
criticiem of Lb - supernatural approach would
have vitiated Lh» entah ceremony as they
percetved L™ [y other worde, the Torah pres-
cribed a psyche ogical hoax and the Talmudists
engaged In a cc nsplracy of slicnce not to let the
cat outof the bi g,

Rackman'a » 1lcle 18 contravy to cverything
recorded (n thr Talmud on the topic: In other
words, slmply 1 lutant kfira. In another note In
this letter 1 hav : set forth Rackman's warm and
fulanme embra « of both you and your Fifth
Avcnuc speech He sald that he “has always
known” that y>u and he “shared the mame
ideology” and d) Tered muerely whether “our cause
should be callec centrist or modern.”

1 believe that | tickman I dead wrong: that you
arm mepulsed by hiz vicws, as cxpreseed in the
Law Rcview anr on nunicrous other occaslons.
I=n’ i1 time tl ot you Jdeny bim the right to
characterize h = Torah Welranschauung as
yours, and to [ n:scnt himsclf as a spokcsman
for Modern O)thodoxy-—or Centrism. as you
prefer to call It7?

The Jewtsh )bserver, June 1988
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CLAL conference, but also by the
position th: { you staked out—half-
way betweer rejection and embrace-
ment of you r own home-made brew
of pluralisir . Permit me to explain:

A PLURAJ JISM OF “SANCTITY"

It was a . that CLAL conference
that yo'i publicly granted the
Conserv itive and Reform “valid-
ity” (in accc rdance with the word's
Latin root 1 altduws. of course). And
it was the v that you bestowed
"spiritual di ¢nity” upon them, with-
out the qua ifying explanation that
appears in y our letter to me in this
issue of Thi: Jewish Observer—an
explanation that would not have
endeared yo .. to Alexander Schind-
ler (Reform) or Wolfe Kelman (Con-
servative), a3 (he unexpanded ver-
sion did.

And now. n your letter to me, you
confuse thiryis further. In the very
same paragy 3ph where you respond
to my challeige, whether you confer
the same "spidtual dignity” upon
Conservativ- and Reform rabbis as
you do on a tlevout Jesuit priest or
Tibetan monk. you make an
extremely triubling reference. You
reply: “But ¢ course!” and refer the
reader to Rambam, Hilchos

Shmitta VeYovel 13.13. And here |
am at an absolute loss to under-
stand you. The Rambam in that
famous. oft-cited passage compares
honest searchers of truth to the
Tribe of Levi, as being Chail
Hashem—~G-d's chosen ranks. For
the sake of the reader. permit me

It yon are to deal with
the Conservative and
Reform rabbinate as the
functional equivalent of
secular Jewish groups,
as you suggest, and no
more, than it will have
to be spelled out with
excruciating clarity.
AT MR e ST S B 4 1 i SN EETE W S SN
to quote the Rambam: “Not only the
Tribe of Levi, but every man. from
all who come into the world, who 1s
so inspired and understands on his
own to separate himself and stand
before G-d to serve Him . . . to know
G-d, and to walk upright as G-d

created him. and renounces the
many concerns that people pur-
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sue—he is sanctifled to be holy of
holies and the L-rd is his portion.
. . ." (Original language of the
Rambam appears below.7)

Of course, “kol bo'el olam—all
who come into the world"—even in
Tibet—have this potential for spir-
itual greatness. But {s onc supposed
to assume that the Rambam also
means that an idolatrous monk. or
a"rabbi” who denies Torah MiSinat,
Is wallkdng "upright as G-d created
him"™? The Rambam makes some
unforgiving judgments against
those who reject the Seven Noahide
Laws; and he Is no less harsh with
meisistim umetdichim—Jews who
disavow the Thirteen Principles of
Faith. and knowingly lead others
similarly astray (see Moreh Nevu-
chim. Section [lI, Ch41). You surely
don't mean to suggest that the
Rambam confers “spiritual dignity”
on pagans and on Conservative and
Reform rabbis! (See Rambam's
commeutary on Mishnayos Chelek-
excerpted below®). Nor could one
ever study the Rambam in {ts
entirety and conclude that he is
describing any “rabbi” who 1s mar-
beh mamzelrim beYisroel as “nt »n
owtp vnp vipm—sanctified to be
holy of holies.” To read such Inter-
pretation into the Rambam is
nothing less than ziuf haTorah
(falsification of Torah)!

W3 D91 WOKY UIN 7D KUN TaY3 nY vavw N» 7
2TanY IR WAm MK WY a1 N Bhwh
T2M D OAN YT WM WY 1 ed Tinyy
219 NN Yyn pant DPYNN NWYY In> e
DTN DTNA 3 WP TN DN hmavnn
DYDY NZNN PN T I DWIP YIp Wipn)
12 PYOonn 3T YNy ) Moty ehy oy
2N oMY Noty 19D
8. The Ranmbam dlacusecs thrre classes of
thitkera who d(fTer in their Interpretation of the
words of Chazal In his sccond category. he
describes people that “ . . . call these (rabbinical
assertions) foolish. and deprecate them and
slandcr that which should not be slandered. From
time 10 Ume, they cleride the words of the Sages
and imagine that they are more (ntelligent and
have more penctrating minds than the Snages. ...
“ ... those who stumblc (nto this type of bellcl
consider themaelves to be intellectuals and wise
phllosophers but how far removed they are from
humanlity when they arc compared to truc
philozopherz. The=e (thinkers) are even more
atupid than the lmmt closs, and more foolizh. Tt
Is an accursced class because they oppose men
of great worth whose wisdom has already been
established before echolars.”
See Maimonides. Commentary on the Mishn,
Tractate Sanhedrin (translation by Dr. Fred
Rosner).
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What (s one to say. then. to your
reference to the Rambam? At this
point. [ ca 1 only repeat the final line
of my prev ous letter: “Dr. Lamm. are
you there aith us?”

NAT ONAL BETH DIN—
A FANTASY

omirg back to your CLAL
Cadd 1298, it contatned a deeply

distressing and confusing
proposal. vhich served to further
put the qui stion mark on yourclaim
to opposit on to pluralism: that a
national B th Dir (rabbinical court)
be formula '¢d to cleal with the 1ssues
of gittin a1l kedushin in a format
that will be accepted by all—
Orthodox. Conservative. Reform.
and Recor structionist. As part of
that.you bldly propose that “rabbis
who are ex) wrt and personally obser-
vant, no natter what groups they
formally bilong to, may be autho-
rized to seive.”

I fail to 11aderstand how one can
be “persoally nbservant™ while
identifylng with a religious move-
ment that «lenies [krei Hayahadus:
Torah Me:!iinatl We all know that
not only R form, but the Conscrva-
tives also eject the binding char-
acter of cdified halacha. Hence
your prop sal was unacccptable.
and will rer 1ain unacceptable. Rabbl
Moshe Felivstein 573t made it clear
beyond doibt in a responsum in
Igros Mosi ¢ that a rabbl who is
connected vith a Conservative syn-
agogue carmnot be counted among
the membe 5 of a 3eth Dinfor geirus
(conversior ) because of his affllia-
tion. Do yju think for a moment
that he. or:uay halacha authorities.
would ha'e decided differently
regarding : Beth Din for gittin? Do
you think 1 yal there is any basis for
pretending si0?

You anc I know that such a

would grant Reform and Conscrva-
tive rabbis more validity and dignity
then your respouse to us would
indicate. The suggestion serves only
to send further mixed signals about
“legitimacy.” which [ find so
dismaying.

The problem that I and others like
me confront in attempting to
understand your position is that we
find it incomprehensible that you do
not understand the uational cur-
rents in which both your words and
your silence [ind themselves. In that
context, you arc not making yourself
understood at all. Yes. there is
nothing wrong with diplomacy. but

there is a good bit wrong with
confusing ambiguity, especially
when one of the gravest problems
befalling our people today ts Jack of
clarity on fundamentals of emuna.

UNITY, WHERE IT COUNTS

n your quest for unity for Kial
Yisroel, there is another unity
with which you must concemn
yourself, and that is the unity of
Shomret Torah. Nothing, in my
opinion. would more lead to a full
and formal schism hetween the
"Right” and the "Centrists” than
continuing to needlessly violate the

BETH

MEDRASH
EEYUN
HATALMUD
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sensibilities of the yeshiva com-
munity—by such statements as
proposing tic establishment of a
Beth Din, vhich would include
those who Juave formal affiliations
with the C.nservative or Reform
movement.

I might prlate to you that when
Agudath Is ael's Commission on
Legislation : nd Civic Action under-
took to formulate the New York Get
Bill, | met w th outstanding consti-
tutional law; crs (e.g. Nathan Lewin)
and a bost cf rabbinic leaders. The
dictate from the leading Roshei
Yeshtva was to arrive at legislation
that would 1.ave the heskem of all
Torah autho -ities within the Torah
community. That was done. The
entire spect wn, from the Satmar
Dayan to Ribbi Soloveitchik. was
contacted. T} «: directions were clear.
On matters that =ffect kedushas
Yisroel. no :ction can and should
be undertak:n If there was valid
halachic obje :tion from any quarter.
(Stmilarly. Ri3v Chaim Ozer Grod-
zenskl 573t 07 pre-vaar Vilna, undis-
putedly the IRabban Shel Kol Brel
Hagola, deal : with a proposal for a
lenient appnach toward a specific
kashrus prol Jem for starving Jews,
but would rot concur on such a
ruling withcut the consensus of
other gedole poskim. As long as he
suspected ir advance that the

answer would be negative. he would
not issue a tentative psak Such is
the way of responsible Torah
leadership.)

“Centrism” is a term
that places your group
in the center. In the
center of what?
Avoiding excessive zeal
to the right, in which
area? Embracing what
degree of deviation to
the left?

UNHYPHENATED TORAH ACTION
Ihavc only a few remarks with

regard to your true views as

expressed in your response to
me. You defend your approach of
using “the silken language of diplo-
macy” because “it proves effec-
tive"— moreso than our approach,
which you characterize as “worthy
of their contempt if I [i.e. Dr. Lamnm]
had shouted at them [Reform and
Conservative leaders]. stamped my
foot. and called them ‘shkotzim.""
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How does one determine effective-
ness in reaching our brothers that
are so distant from us? By gaining
coverage in the TYmes—even when
the story distorts your views? By
winning kudos from Schindier?
Does that really accomplish kiruv of
the hearts of rechokim, or does it
perhaps tell them that they're okay
the way they are?

People today are in desperate need
of clear guidance. and they respond
to it when they get it: and we
endcavor to give it to them—without
name calling, without apology. Are
our efforts cffective? Witness the
Innovative publishing of originai
Torah thought. and the translation
of classic Torah literature. in the
vernacular. Rabbi Emanuel Rack-
marn, an avowed spokesman for
Modern Orthodoxy. gives the credit
for pionecering such ventures to
ArtScroll-Mesorah Publications!?—
among others, we are quick to add.
"Black-hat” outfits, for sure. ... And
take note of how "Right-wingers”
have also been blazing trails in high-
tech communication to bring
recorded Daf Yomi classes and
numerous Torah lectures to the
telephones of thousands of sub-
scribers across the map . . . in
bringing Torab to Russlan Jews in
America and abroad . . . in helping
Jewish Ivy League collegiates dis-
cover the Judaism they never knew
- .. In operating a massive program
of rescue. shelter and religious
education of young rcfugees from
Iran ... in initiating the remarkable
Hatzoloh voluntcer ambulance pro-
gram. . .. Yes, "Right- wing” yeshiva
graduates and hassidim are in the
leadership of all of these endeavors.

10."Thirty years ago. [ wrote: ‘In the area of
English publications. .. Orthodax Judaiam must
meet new challenges. ts halachic and scholarly
journals. .. have a limitcd circle of readers, while
most American Jews havc only the waguest
notions of the nature of Orthodoxy and Its
spiritual and Intcllcctual vitality.

"Now, It can be sald that Orthodox Judaism
ia coping with that chalenge very effectively. and
much of the credlit is duc to those who conceived
and are executing the program of the ArtScroll
Scrics. . .. The translations of the ArtScroll Serics
are felicitous, the expositionrs abundanlly clear
and the art work truly sophisticated. All (o all,
thc series Is a historic contribution to the
advancement of Torah study In English speaking
countrics.”—Focus, by Rabbl Emanucl Rackman
The Jewish Week, Inc, N.Y.C,, March 4, 1988.
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By thc s: ine token. your dismissal
of "Right wing" Orthodoxy's ac-
complishn ents 10 other areas as a
matter of Holitical push is surpris-
ingly simjlistic. Besides lobbying
for legislat on to protect the kosher
consumer and the unfortunate
aguna, we wrote the laws in a way
that stand up well under the courts’
unforgivin § eye. And yes, Agudath
[srael wa: alone among Jewish
groups to challenge Mayor Koch's
Executive Order 50. and led the
successful battle to stop the Gay
Rights ordi 1 in the courts.

These asc: the areas where one
would exp::t exponents of Torah
Umadda t be In the forefront, but
somehow 1he fires of conviction—
which insp resall this creativity and
spawns th:sc innovative, effective
projects—btiurn strongest where an
allcgiance 15 Torah Is not splintered
or diluted (or “enriched”) by a
broader ide clogical framework.

WISE IN OTHER WAYS

the Tor: 1 refers to pagan priests

as kohanim, and that Rishonim
speak of ch ikhmet ha-kara’tm. and
that those itles vrere not intended
to. and dil not, confer halachic
status upor them. Come now. Those
titles referr »d to “position,” but did
not bestow bonors By any means.
Nobody eve ' confused pagan priest-
hood with I alachic legitimacy. They
were of diff :rent religions. And the
rabbinicsp. [t with the Karaim could
not have ben more complete. No
one to my } nowledge ever accorded
them “spirl ual dignity.” Nor should
anyone tod: vy confer “spiritual dig-
nity” on the e who by definition are
leading vas numbers of Jews away
from Torah emd mitzvos.

It is well-k nown that "Right-wing”
rabbinical leadership has not
always beer in full agrcement with
the vicws o’ the leading mentor of
Modern Oithodoxy. Rabbi Yoseif
Dov Soloveitchik, Rosh Hayeshtva
of Rabbl Isa 1ic Elchonon Theological
Semlnary. yet there is no disagree-
ment amon | them in this regard. As
Rabbl Solov :itchik wrotc: "From thc

In your | siter to me. you note that

The Jewish Dbserver, June 1988

point of view of the Torah. we find
the difference between Orthodox
and Reform Judalsm much greater
than that which separates the
Pharisees from the Sadducees in the
days of the Second Commonwealth,
and between the Karaites and the
traditionalists in the Geonic era.
Has Jewish history ever recorded an
instance of a jolot Community
Council or a joint Rabbinical Coun-
cil which consisted of Karaites and
Torah-true Jews?" (translated from
an article in Der Tog-Morgen Jour-

N/

nalJanuary 18. 1954).

If you are to deal with the Con-
servative and Reform rabbinate as
the functional equivalent of secular
Jewish groups. as you suggest. and
no more. then it will have to be
spelled out with excruciating clarity.
The analogies that you draw are
simply historically inappropriate to
our present day dilemmas and
dangerously confusing to the grop-
ing masses. especlally at a time
when the Torah's authenticity is
being questioned by so many.

? the beenstal
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WE ARI-NOT ENGAGED IN
‘“MORDIN"

our r:ference to the Chazon
! Jsh is puzzling. as well. The
Chazin Ish's view that
moridin v'e n maalin 1s inapplica-
ble today is {n truth, irrelevant to
our discussi yn. We do not and ncver
have even remotely suggested a
moridin plan of action. But there is
a vast dif erence between ein
moridin (do ot lowrer into a pit) and
mechabdin (bestow honor). And in
an age when extraordinary pres-
sures towarJs the legitimation of
“three co-equal branches of Juda-
ism™ exists. the ein moridin concept
has no mean (ng whatsoever. But ein
mechabdin nost certainly does.
Indeed. tte Chazon Ish speaks
very clearly n this. In a letter to
Rabbi Avrchom Wolf, the late
founder of B :th Jacob of Bnel Brak.
he calls fo - “"education toward
extremism.” Doesri't the Rambam

" health,

of thiis “ falmicl Chochom

EMERGi

Adlstm suished "Talmld Chochom” who isa Rosh
~+Hakolle| for advanced" Balei Teshuva: and has
dedic:au J his life to helping people both spiritually-
and fimncially, is-now in‘dire need and under-
| extrarn pﬂassure of debts that are affecting hns

We'the wlore appeal tﬂ all lovers of Torah and
Chesed 1 helis generously by alleviafing the plight

ALLTAX- VEDUCTIBLE CHECKS MAY BE MADE OUT TO THE

prescribe a Golden Mean of Moder-
ation? Yes. But that refers to
midos—character traits. such as
anger as opposcd to indifference.
frugality in contrast to squander-
ing—areas where one should avold
the extremes. By contrast. commit-
ment to emuna and bltachon—
falth and trust in G-d—must not be
tepid or moderate. It must be full-
hearted. even “extreme.” says the
Chazon Ish.

As we said before, "Centrism” is
a term that places your group in the
center. In the center of what? Avold-
Ing excessive zeal—to the right in
which area? Embracing what
degree of deviation to the left?

“YES, BUT .

to me, you ask: "My hand is
outstretched. Will you grasp (t?"
Of course the answer Is yes. But, not

In the closing line of your letter

one hand. I want to grasp both. If
the other hand s simultaneously to
be used to send mixed and incom-
prehensible signals to those whose
goals are so foreign to us. our
relationship will ultimately shatter
on the shoals of disappointment
and bitterness. The Times article
caused pain not only in Agudah
circles. It caused pain over the broad
range of Orthodox communities. It
caused pain {n your own yeshiva. It
was a symptom not mercly of dis-
agreement but of a lack of forth-
rightness on matters that go to the
very heart of the kiyum of Kial
Yisroel

But it is a time for rejoicing when
brothers speak openly to each other.
[ believe we have made a significant
start. And I take your offer seriously:
Both of my hands are outstretched
for yours to grasp. ...

Cordially yours,
AARON TWERSKY
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