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“THE BAAL SHEM TOW & THE R F HASIDISM" 

Second Lecture; "THE BASIC PRINCIPLE OF HASIDISM". January 24,1965 

A. cee! Resume last week's explanation: 
- every authentic Jewish conception God: both Immanence & Transcendence 

2. Hasism: greatest emphasis on IMMANENCE. Consciousness of God wie. 
3. Example: quote R.Aryeh Leb Alter, Gerrer Rebbe ( nox nev ): 

270 VIAW WW ,IWI OI FR 27D , 7AM ,¥T 3(1865) A"D9n YIdR 3NDD2 

VIANA oOFMyD? YDIIW AD OA LIU 4WWDI KIA WWW RWAA YET 792 ,97 IK 

y IX 270 727 DW AWIY OTK 37KI, KIA OPK NXD OK 7270 nIwggy T2282 

4. R.Pinhas Korezer: Besht: nipox Yon , & Zohar: xin In KN?>77K1 Aap 
Hence Torah indwells in everything. Thus whoever says Torah 
and "world" two seprarate entities -- is a heretic (i.e.secularism) 

5. Will now proceed spell out implications HASIDIC IMMANENCE 
. 

B. THEODICY: The general problem 

1.BESHT: Since Immanence, deny reality evil. TEAS a 
2. BESHT (elsewhere): 2109 xop = yan (OPTIMISM 
3. [story:is matter INTERPRETATION: "@m Queen China USA for Husband"... ] 
4. R.SHNEOUR ZALMAN: R°DDNK — KIDANR 
5. AUTHOR OF "DEGGEL": READ:*p.8,IV-B 

explanation: Witwn so"th ,173ID Yp YD? AWD pow? sNIIp YER 

°pD 9172,23B AVY? YD IATDW oO"aD 7M O"y AT? NIDING.9.3) YOM NR YM Pr 
" ihe / 8"0735" ; m6 v8" 98 USS EMRABRGE 2 opt fir Stc ON HARUA a, TYE M7 OP «(9302 ave 

Cc. = : 
« Torah: 7ipatn yar . Rabbis: Kin nyoix wx 7? 

Answer: wenitaa patn xyx =o (... 1. e. transcendent) 
‘2.KABBALAH: MEDITATIONS... Names God....withdrawal, nistiann 

HASIDISM: Since Immanent, hence DEVEKUTH=INVOLVEMENT,not WITHDRAWAL 
This involvement = EMOTIONAL, EXPERIENTIAL...... 
this DEVEKUTH - esp. in PRAYER, SONGS {call on GANTOR } 
but more important: DEVEKUTH in niwn ,"ADIAPHORA":Read:*p,9,V-A 
STORY: Hasid-Rebbe:SHOELACES.... R.JACOB JOSEPH on R°DT RYIY ND ROY 

ALSO insisted DEVEKUTH DURING STUDY OF TORAH: 
**Hasidic CRITICISM RABBIS: Scholarship=ARROGANCE. KIZX 

R.Jacob Joseph: yan? oon s7°RTIN? PTW 
**# INSTEAD: (RRR)? W932 277MM YY7RD INIWHD WK 727 NIWA Ydr0"wya 
kk . " OR GORA) E 31ND IIZE BPR AIUPGoh "BPP AR Edad Peed ag nb ener? 
**RH VOLOZHENER disputed - can't do both stmultaneously 
** THUS:HASM,MITNGDM, BOTH: DOUBLE CONSCIOUSNESS THEORY..... 
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second lecture HASIDISM «2 

D. poe ee BP in as criticze Mitnagdim SCHOLARSHIP --arrogance, 

: R DEVEKUTH lead to ARROGANCE, SUPERCILIOUSNESS 

2. hence, BESHT FOREWARNED: READ* pp. 9-10, VI- A,B,C. 

[3.STORY: Humility...complainto psychiatrist inferiority complex: really ard 

4.HENCE: 23nn «89102 3; only ONE 233K GOD! 
Thus, Zaddikim always said "WE", never "I". Said: JOR -— "3K 

5. DEEPER THOUGHT IN 17R-?2% ; GOD as the Great 17K j; 
IMMANENCE = nis1xs?3] , SPARKS. FUNCTION MAN: nyIx?3n nya 

THUS, GOB; T?7kD VU? 3 MAN: WD JR 
Practical illustration: READ:*p.9,V-B. ( nveanon—) 

ZERIZUT: 

1. Since IMMANENCE, and since DVEKUTH even in nw =, must be 
ALERT to every opportunity for DEVEKUTH 

{s how get rich? - jump opportunity knocks. How know 
n? Don't; just keep jumping.... 

y * = o--- very opposite laziness 
T bookSeller:this book’1l save you half your work;I'1l take 2...] 

3. ZERIZUT: added ENTHUSIASM, LOVE, ENERGY to service God, all life; 

STORY HASIDIM: what is most ESSENTIAL in your Rabbi's service? 

Answer: Whatever he happens to be doing at the moment! 

MITNAGDIC POLEMIC: 

1. GAON OF VILNA: opposed what he regarded as extravagant IMMANENTISM 
Said: 17723 YuRN 7D RID means: mnawn 

SO, R.H. VOLOZHINER: IF IMMANENCE, HOW ACCOUNT FOR niwiip wy 

2. HENCE,in this TENSION between IMMANCE/TRANSCENDENCE, 

BESHT & HASIDISM --- IMMANECNE; 
GAON, RH, AND MITNAGDIM --- TRANSCENDENCE 

or, in other words, 

HASIDIM -- KIDDUSH 
MITNAGDIM «= HAVDALAH .... 

3. WE? «-- Both. But today, have enough, too much HAVDALAH 
Recommend <= more KIDDUSH. 


