Jewih ek,
SECOND DAY ROSH RASHANAE L96U-57ed

gkl ZTHE CALL 7O SANNY®
7 i

The meaning of the blowing of the Shefar was long ago explained by the
¢reat ‘aimonides in the famous passare beginning wru yeshenim ml-shenstichen =
"You vho are ssleep, wake upl You who are in & trence, arisel Search your
doings and repent. And remmmber your Creator, you whe forget the truth in
havied ha-geman, in the vanities of the t4mes ... I" What Shofar mesns to us,
therefore, 1o a veminder that not all is well with ue, that we are in denger
of falling in line with the haviei ha-seman, with the pettiness and vanities
of our world, our sccisty and our times, That temm, havliei ha-semen, which
tells us that there is something anies with our scolety and our times, csn be
trenslated in many ways. Some will sey, "the vanities" of the times; another
may prefer “ssptiness,” or perhaps “pettiness,” or "foolishness.” Today,
however, ve are sble to yiwe a byrend new and quite radical interpretation to
thet phrase. I believe we ought to trenslate havled he-seman a8 “the
insanity” or "the madness of ouwr times.” 7Tt was the founder of payeho-
analysis, who had such e profound effect on the courss of wodemm thousht,
who concluded his life's work with the pessimistic realigation that he had
been dealing not with neurctic individuols as much se with & morbid, sick
eivilization, And not %oo long ago, one prominent psychiatrist —- himeslf
guilty of sericus lapses of judgnent -- published a highly enlightening
work declaring our scciety to be inseme. Just ss an individual cen be mad
without yealizing it, so cen it be with a whole society of culture or
eiviligation, So then, that is what Shofar mesns im 1960: Vake up,
slumberer, mnd remember your Creator, you who forget the truth im the
insenity and madnese of owr times. The call of the Shofar is the esll to
sanltye

And do we really need proof for this clinical diagnosis of the western
world as sick, disturbed, even mad. - In the last one hundred years we have
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had an unparalleled prosperity == and yet killed off millione in the inssne
arrangement called war. One enterprising scholar ostimsted that from 1500
B.OoEs to 1860 ALC.E, =~ before any of our major wars, hot or cold = there
were signed 8000 peace treaties, each supposed to secure permanent peace and
each lasting, on the aversgye, less than two years! Havliei ha-seman ~- what
madness)

@ live in an economic syetem where we restriet productivity to "stabilise
the market” and where a very good erop is often regarded as a disaster - while
millions ave starving. lHavlel lha-semen ~= how inssne are our timesl

"Love" is the most popular word in our conteuporary vocabulary. e write
sbout 1%, sing sbout it, and project it om our sereen. Yet our divorce rate
is unbelievable == one of three.

Ve have reduced our working hours one-half of what they were s century
ago. And having more fres time than ever, we don't imow what to do with it.
Yo try to kill the time we save, Yo become restless -~ and bored to insanity,
We have a 50 percent literacy and movies and television, But Instead of
glving us the best in past and present literature snd wusie, our winds are
filled with the cheapest trash snd sadistic fantasies which any half-
civilized person should be embarrassed to entertain even once in a while,

We live in an ers when misguided liberals have made 1t their holy
mission to protect a lunatic called Fockwell -« liberals who hawe forgotten
that only two short decades 2,0 a similar yeving peperhanger was allowed to
g?t asay with 1t under the guiss of "free speech” and nearly destroyed the
whele world, No, one nead not be a peychistrist to translate Maimonides'

baviei he-seman es our "mad times.” Whet an urgent challenge Shofar becomes
when we regard it as a call to sanity.
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And if we accept the call of the Shofar as 2 call to sanity end a
reminder that our times are lacking in that quality, then I fear that a

great number of owr fellow American Jews will be sadly dissppointed people.
For so many of us have staked our lives on the premise that this Western
Christian society is superior snd admirable and worthy e otherwise why have
we gome so far in the process of assimilating to it? We have re-shaped our
very religions, produced a whole series of dif feremt kinds of "Juduisms" to
conform to the tastes and standards of this Christian society. We have
allowed the spirit of this culture to enter our homes, to re-shape our
services and affect our very temples. In the conflict between Jewish ways
and the so-called modern life, it is Judaism which has been made to surrender.
e speak warmly of "integration" and "adjustment" and "acculturation" - when
sll we really mean is assimilation. And after having relinquished our Jewish
heritage in order to gain acceptance into this Western scelety, after having
struggled with such nervous anxiety to be recognized as part of this
eivilisation, %o be told that we have given up a meaningful and life-saving
Torah way of life for what is essentially madness and insanity «- what a
tragedy! And if we American Jews have indeed, by and large, been caught in
this web of the havlei ha-zeman, them the Shofar calls to us today and tells
us to remember our Creator and not %o forget the truth, to disentangle
ourselves from the web of madness, to disencumber ourselves of this insanity,
and become sane once again,

One of the five or six most important verses in the whole Torah is
tomin tihyoh in ha-Shen Slokekha, which we usually translate es "thou shalt
be wholehsarted with the l-rd, they G~d," To be tamim means to be sane,
to keep away from the ways of medness. For tamim, according to the Aramaic
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translator Onkelos, means shelim tohei - be perfect or whole, be balsnced
and harmonious ~- in other words: sanel And this quality of Semim, this
lucidity end clarity, can come only im ha-Shen Hlokekha, only when a man

is with the lLerd, his O-d, Sanity derdives from sanctity. OSpiritusl heelth
is a prerequisite for mental health, Fo wonder the sage Bachya ibn Asher

explaine this verss as tokho ke'vare ..

that 1% mesns that one's charscter should net be sgplit, that a man muet say
what he mosms, thet there be no bresch in his life, Just as mental illness
generally implies & ®-14t between = man's wind and reality, so spiritual
illness is & split between 2 wen and his soul, between a Jew and his GOed,
Nontel disease usually refars to a split personality; spiritusl disesss «-
to a split cheracter., Ueoth deriwe from heviei hs-semen. /‘nd Samim reminds
us to be whole, %o retain both sanity and senctity, and that this sanity ean
be schieved only im he-‘hem Elokekha, only by returming te our Jewish origins
and coming back to U=d and his Torah, No wnder that an eminent Swiss
thnﬂhﬁdtbﬁnuﬂ-“mnhmmsm
has not been one whose basie dif fleulty could not be treced to the lack of
religion or spirituality, Wo wonder Maimonides regarded tamim tihyeh im
ba-Shen Zlokekha as too imrortant o statement to count ss en individual
commandmant . nu,uummummum This then
is the challenge to us American Jews: leave the havlei ha-zemsn, the madness
of our times, and tamim ket ke

through C=d and Torah,'

Of course, I do not mean to say that each and every aspect of owr moderm
life and scedety 12 insene; certainly not. The positive and crestive aspect
dmmudmﬁ-lmm—mtiam. Cleaning up slums and
building housing developments -~ that is sanity. Helping the unem-loyed,
siding the sick and aged and widowed ~- that has a sscred kind of sanity.
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These are the positive, sene, lueid aspects of modern life, and they are the
ones we must try to develop and enhance and absordb into Judaism. But unfore
m,ﬁqmmmam cheracteristics of our scefety. Cemerally
mﬂ.mmﬂhnmﬂunm&tﬂrlm society, and the se
Wﬁ—MmmhMm-MumtnﬂnuMn
this Rosh Hashanah.

Somehow 7 feel that a conversation belween father and son spoken many

centuries age is particularly relevant today. The talmud tells us that
Babtd Joseph was very siek and fell into a coma, whilst his father

ngbbi Joshua was at his bedside, Suddenly Rabbi Joseph was revived and
recovered, "What did you ses or experience, my son?" asked the father, The
son angwered, "I saw the Upper Vierld, the world of eirit and purity.” "And
what did tiey look 1ike?® ind he replied: olam hafukh raiti tachatonim
le'maslsh v'slyonin le'metsh - I saw & topsy turvy world, a world standing
on ite head! "Ah ne,” answered the father, "you're mistaken.” olam barur
ra'ite = “"you saw the right world, you ssw the clear snd lueid und sane
worlds 46 is this world if dishonesty snd impurity snd unprincirled
orportunism that nmd—mmmsww The spiritusl
world, the world of sanctity - that is sane, The materialistic vorld -
that is perverted, and inwerted and insane,

That is what the Shofar calls out to us: Get out of the haviel he-seman,
and bwrn this insane world upside down so that you will set it aright -
tomim tihyeh -~ make of this world an glem barur, a clear and ssne world

onee agein, mmm-:-ummwm,unt
doeilely aecept its perversion.

mkntmhmmwmnmmatumm
nature of owr times, lst me take you back just fiftesn or twenty years.
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Do you romember the world condition them? Do you recall that in this peried
" of nuclear physies and jet planes and electron microscepes, our civilisation
butchered and tortured one~third of our people? Is not the blood soaked soil

of that mccursed Puropean continent not sufficient evidence of the madusss of
our soclety? “hat mors proof do we need -~ there are six million proefs of

wwamwunumwdmtmu

ind lest there are some here who think thet the world has changed and
hesled in £1ften yesrs or twgnty years, let me then drav your sttention to

the recent case when the State of Tsrael apprehended one of the architects
of the destruction of our peeple during the Buropean holocaust, FHow many

people were there, otherwise decent respectable people, who hed mever given
a sscond thought to the utter disgrace and blet upen our entire civilisstion
that we allowed the Nasi murdsrers to find asylum in South Amerioca -~ when

these very same pegple protested so loudly and bitterly against Israsl whem
it finally did cateh the monster whose name we shall mot memtion. Vhen

the rurderer receives saylum, we are silent., ‘hemn he is apprehended, we
condemn and damn the vietim, Vhat madness -~ havlel ha-gemen!

ind kmowing that this is the world ian which we live, my friends, let
us ssk ourselves: is it reslly right for us to conform blindly to tids
society. Mast Judsism change te fit this kind of wrld -~ or must we
insiet that the world change and keep up with Torsh., ©5Shall we succusdb te

the havlel ha-gsemsn snd become immates along with all the others in a
cosmic confusion where universsl madnese is the nowm? o= Or shsll we

become the healers of the world -~ the old Jewish mission = and temch it
the elements of sametity eo that {t finally learms seanity, We have the

¢holce of setting the world aright w.mummuw
iz ba-Then Blokskha, or of losing ourselves in the haviel ha-seman. The vay
of worthiness and dignity snd self respect is also the way of sanity and

sanctity. And that is the meening of the Shofer -= a call to ssnity through
sanctity. Eport
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e who have come to the Symagogue this day, thirsty for the word of
Gwd, anxious to hesr the trill of the Shefar, desirous of 2 touch of holiness
and sseking the warmth of Torah -- we have come here because we recognize
heve ‘the glam barur, the sene world, the world where sanctity gives rise te
sanity, '

ind what kind of sanity does Torah preach? In a world where savagery
and war is normal, Torsh teaches that shalom — pesce == is tho highest
funetion of priesthood, that even O=d Himeelf 1s u Pescemaker, and that

Shabbat Shalem -~ that the Sabbath is o living monument to peace. That is
“'o

In a world of weird economic ideology where surplus spells dlsaster,
Torah teaches us the laws of leket, shikecheh u-pesh, that we are to creste
surpluses and leave part of our produce slone specifiecally for the humgry
and for the stranger, for the orphaned and the widewed. That is senity,

In & world where love has been cheapened end degraded, Torah teaches

mm«mauw,malhumuamum-m

when it is holy, that whars there 1is true love and devotion the very table
becones an altar to G-d, That is sanity,

™ a socisty which madly saves time in order to ki1l 1%, Mdaiss
teaches be'yadekhe itotal, that our time is in Ged’s hends sud hence is not
mnhﬂﬂameMhWhh&nwﬂﬁM-—
with good deeds, with charity, with study, with help for the less fortunate.
That is sanity, h-wrumua-pmulauumcm.m
mmsyunmmm.mmmmmmmm
Sohod le'Malanu, that all men are the children of one Tather, that we are
descended from Adam, and not color but character is what counts. That is

sanity. That is what makes of the Jewish world a ssme world., This is a
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vorld infinitely superior to the havliei ha-wemsn, to the pretty and glisteming
lunacies of our wodern civilisation, Ohefar is a esll to this kind of samity,
a challonge o our soclety and oivilisetion and culture to trensform itsolf
on the pattorn of Torak sc that man again ro-creste hirseldf in the Tmege of
M :

Tt 18 the Yiddish writer, Pevets, T bilisve,uho Sells the story of a
child who vas eryhaned in o emell town in Burere. A1l b hed in the world
was @ toy wooden fiddle which squeaked badly. 'henever there was & parly or
s wedding in town, the 1ittls orphan would come and play his little riddle
and aven when the diseordant sounds were disturbing, no ome would say & word.
Bat he was an orphan and people would help him, One day the oruel and greedy
miger, the wealthiest man in town, made o big wedding party for his daughter
and invited the well keown orchestya from the big eity, Saddenly, at the
wedilng march the 1littls orphan ¢sme and started teo fiddle away on his
wooden toy. "he rich man ran over to him in sager and 1ifted his hend
about to strike the Loy, As be was sbout to hit him, the wedding party
gasped, for the heavems opensd up == and as the gussts looked upwards they
saw 211 the angels gathered together as an orchestyra and lo and tehold,
they were vlaying not in tune with the professicnal rusiclians but in tume
with the little arpham.

Our esll of the Shofar has often Leen resented as a discordant note in
the contert of nstions. “he Urecks called us leoperds, the stoles ridiculed
us, Cicoro cnlled ouwr mitsvot "barbarisn superstitions,® and the historisn
Tacitus: ° deplored our laginess which he thoouhit was the reason for our
Sebbath, The werld laughed at us in ancient days becsuse we deemed 1t
unleuful Lo kill our children and because we believed im only one Ued, To
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To this day theve are tremendous rreesures upon us, asing us to still the
voige of the Chofar and to join in with the hgvled ha-seman., But on this
secred day s we are sbout to rise for the bDlewing of the thofar, ve must
recognise that this voice of Judaism, though discordsat in the symphony of

the people, is in tune with the Shofar that on'e sounded on Siral as the
clarion osll of the Almighty, as the principle of sanity and ssoctity, This
day 85 ve hoar the Thofar ve must resolve to recapture the Jewish teschings

of tauie bihyoh im he-Shem Ulokeiha. ‘@ must stand prepared to rejsct the
heviei ha-geman, those sepects of 1ife which our Torah wegards as reprehensible,
a5 abonineble, as mad. On this dey we whe are, a8 "hilo seid, the orphens

of the nations, we utrﬂnwmumuﬂitﬁm. ‘hen ve
hear the sound of the ‘hofar lot us remswber the xesssi® 'aimonides asoribed
to 1,

Lot us remember our Creater, ve who are prone to forget the truth in te
insanities of the times.
us look deeply into our own sculs, and mend our ways and ocur deeds.




