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Dear Rabbi: 

As a college student and as a leader of the Jewish community 
at Columbia University, I am greatly concerned, and I want to share 
that concern with you. 

T am a “baalat teshuvah", a vroduct of N.C.S.Y, and I came 
to Columbia excited about joining the religious organizations on 

campus--but I found most of them dull, with leadership that failed 
even to attempt to understand the needs of the campus community. 
As president of the University's Seudot Shabbat Society, my 
dealines with the leaders of the other student-run Jewish 
organizations and my commitment to the well-being and furtherance of 
a very positive kind of Jewish life on campus, have lead me to 
believe that very radical changes must be made. 

The existing student-run national college organizations do 
not meet the needs of most Jewish college communities. In my dealings 
with a cross-section of the community, I have come to understand 
the cesperate need to reach a greater number of students than is 
now being reached, and more generally to improve the quality of 
Jewish life on campus. 

I have sincerely come to believe that a more total, a more 
4nclusive national Jewish students! orranization is needed on all 
college camruses. When Jewish values are being constantly challenged 
4n the collere settine, where can a student turn? What avenues 

exist for him to air his doubts and questions, and have them reasonably 
answered in a Torah context? It is because of the dismal,tragic 
answer to these questions that we must understand the need for an 
organization that will intesrate and facilitate the needs of the 
Yeshiva craduate, the "baal teshuvah", and the non-religious student. 
We don't believe that the existing student-run organizations meet 
the needs of all students. Therefore we must dedicate and forge a 
new organization that is truly representative of these goals. 

For the Yeshiva praduate, we can hold religious and social 
events; for the “baal teshuvah" we can sponsor learning sessions 

and help to ease the transition from being a member of a student 

organization to becoming a secure, viable, accepted member of a 
complete community; for the non-religious, we must stress the 
importance of upholding Jewish values in every aspect of life, 
attempting to @77TM rather than makine the non-religious feel 
that they are being proselytized by those of the same faith. 

These programs can, and even more importantly must be integrated, 

so that a total and more unified community results. No one of 
these segments of Jewish camnrus life can be ignored.



With your support, advice, and funds we can build a new organiza- 

tion that will try to unify Jewish college students on each individual 

campus and throughout the country as a whole. The student-run 

organizations that presently exist are clearly no longer adequate. 

Too many Jewish students are being lost to other causes and to other 

religions, because there is no Jewish organization that has a 

program which fulfills their needs. 

What greater good is there than bringine Jews back to Judaism-- 

than unifying those individuals and segments of communities that 

have so much potential and that mirht otherwise be lost? 

The question of the condition and quality of life for Jewish 

students on college campuses is in essence the question of survival. 

Can we ignore it any lonrer? 

B'Ahavat Yisrael, 

Ruth Szymkowicz 

Robert Garber - National Vice-President - University of Michigan 

Karen Cohen - Towsen State 

Mark Levenson - 3randeis 

Lisa Plotnick - Barnard College 

Susan Schwartz - Stern College 

Chuck Novack - HTC 

Nancy Stark - University of Michigan 

Esti Glick - Touro College 

Rob Heizler - Pratt 

Arnold Taragin - John Hopkins 

Jackie Weitz - University of Pittsburgh 

Carl Sherer - Columbia College 

Sharon Stein - Northwestern 

Nancy Lessen - Ohio State 

Michael Hawkheiser - University of Illinois 

Rochelle Poupko - Barnard College 

Brian Miller - University of Michigan 

Seth Aronson - Yeshiva University 

Gail Oppenheimer - Purdue University 

Viv Lieder - Beth Israel Nursing School 

Elazer Edelman - MIT 

Lori Clark - Indiana University 

Dan Shabat - Brooklyn College 

Lauren Stein - Touro College 

Jeff Taragin - John Hopkins 

Cheryl Kay - University of Illinois 

Moira Kahn - Barnard Collere 

Bonnie Hoffman - University of Chicago 

Debby Kay - Northeastern 

Ken Strassman - Columbia University 

Becky Fajerstein - University of Michigan 

Judy Freirech - Kingsborough 


