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Cro Magen Hasidim Synagogue.
8, Moreland Road,

BOMBAY-11. INDIA

g: (Pated July /S 41963
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Dear Dr Uciq, “‘\’“
Your Mttor of July 3 to othar with the choquo for
g 500-00 was ‘delivered to me on d&y the 14th, at a time,
ve were imtrigued about the prolonged si cnoo.
ofricial receipt will be forwarded as soon as 1 have the
Bank's confirmation.

1 shall endeavour to the best of my abnitg to make as
detailed a T on the activities of i Gotthold as
possible. ‘not want to be misunderstood when 1 say .

that Rabbi oonho 34 has so far carried on most of his
business 1 oﬂdﬂw of the Union.

Right from m date of urrinl, (om ? rrinl was not
intimated to us in advance e) th ficers seem to have
been alloecated the insi ninctne part of silent watchers.
He could not be ro«i /welcomed as were the other
dignitaries, oud::, hco excepting a few
Synago tt either the Sabhath eve or
Shaharith serdsoc and donnttl germons.

i

He has dealt mh a tw cases ot diyvorce and conversion, bnt ac
who roferrod thn ecases to him or who were the parties inw )
: . The cases from ‘Bombay ,
nogl of those persons, who were
to Israel and were recommended by
the Jovish z ugh the Synagomgnes (all conservative -
or tho

registered tq immi

exceot Ahmeda individuasls concerned.

3‘ A lecture ar:nnpd by the Jewish women's Council at the Jewish Ho
i L:cbodu;ed Club and & «gf lectures (of which the first was/by the
el ~ ¢ "MiS)  Torah and Hebrew Bducation Sub-gomittee of the Bombay Zionist '

Lssociation had to be molled the last minute because,, "

it is undorscooc nm 1-General for 1 1 instructed.
the hm nq: g&ﬁc npounncez, gfrg: iywago :
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when Mr.Penkar and I met the Rabbi for the first time, we
had communicated Rabbi Lamm's desire that the Union should
have a lLay Beth Din formed, He could instruct the members
of the Beth-Din in the right way to deal with religicus
problems, especially conversion and divorce, to train a
good sopher in the halachiec way of writing the Gittin and
the procedure for delivery, etc,

At the meeting of the Executive Rabbi Gotthold was firm in
his desire that "mion should give him a mandate to carry
on fils ecclestastic activities independently. All this

has caused a bit of discontentment and a few exnressed their
‘views after the meeting that the Rabbi was here not at the
invitation of the Union but only seeking its cover and that
mainly his activities were concerned with the nersons,
oroposing to immigrate to Israel.

it
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The Rabbi visited a few villages with persons not connected f?ag

with Union and tried to gather historical information and = '@
~ %8 customs, This leads to a bit of suspicion and the 5

opposition openly take advantage of the issue, He has |

exp d his wish to fly back to Israel all of a sudden on |

or by July 22, He has also asked me to arrange if possible,
& meeting of the officers of the Union, the U.S.I. and the
Reform for the afternoon of Sunday 21, with a view to come
to an understanding that no Congregation shall carry out any
conversion or arrange Gittin and that such gases will be
referred to & small Board to be set up of this three
Organisations and with advise from Israel or England, the:
cases will be dealt with. Whether this will matorialise
and how far it will be workable, I have my doubts, but,

I shall have to proceed without consulting the Executive.

I am sure Rabdi Gotthold himself will render his report, if
not already , However, I consider it better to hxwmxik
leave it to you to judge whether the Union or the Community
as a whole has benefitted to the extent it should have and
whether the Unions finances were well invested.
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the ca &Ry and taken into confi
hala ¢ way of conducting the rejt

It was acttfirying to learn from Ra
R.c". and the O. .

the ugly affair of the Bene Israel

Chief Rabbinate and our grateful thapn

YORT kind efforts and the Success,
With kindest ;orlonal regards,

e and

glous arr

tock a very firm stand,

on his roconnondltions.

The Officers of the Union and majority of oup affiliated
congregations are satisfied that the

Gotenaiats oy - mission of Rabby
l’aigggge N all respects

y_but are of ovindan
: ave been more fruitful and successful,
vere the officers of Union given an ortun

ity to organise
gulded in the
airs of the

hold that the
with regards to

or-0 _
(A.D.J RAD) -~
EXECUTIV DIRECTOR
R.Weiss,
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