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INTERPRETATION OF AVOT, CHAPTER ONE:
(gave at Jewish Center, morning services, July 19, 1976)
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The second Mishnah, that of Nitai, is one which presents us with

a brooding awareness of the pPresence of evil in life, both moral and
natural—evil. ‘Nitai-tells us~td kéep faty dWway from an evil neighbor,
Becaisd “such people become the most efftéignt teachers; ifisinuating
their poison into our own systems. Similarly, he warns us against
adopting an evil person as a friend. Finally, he is aware of -ﬁ/;LaXAD,
or natural eviITHe teIl§ US never to be fully secure, always to " ™
be aware of the possibility of catdstrophe~and cataclysm.

Joshua b. Perachia does not dispute these things, but gives us the

positive formulation, inst&&d Gf" the negative. He 1s not so much

aTvaid of ‘evil, as he is anxious agressively to find the way of the

right and the good. He therefore tells us not to beware of the

noxious pedagogic influences of the bad neighbor, but advises us

to go out and make ourselves the right kind of teacher.  Similarly,

instead of being cha¥y of having—a-bad-friend; he tells us to

acquire a good one. However, this does fidt mean that Joshua b. Perachia

sée§ the world through rose-colored gtass&st™ He is fully aware of

the pbéssibility of evil,~amd~he-Is-e¢speécially mindful of moral failure.

He therefore is conc€rned that if we get ourselves a teacher; anad —

vegin to Admire and &ven worsnIp him, we Will then bé faced, suddenly

and unexpectedly, with the IHperfections of humag beings. There is

little that can compare x to"th& t&rrible disappointment of a student

who admires a teacher or a rabbi and suddenly discovers that he is —

merely human... Similarly, we have friends and think we know them

well, and then we find that we dre deéply disappointed by them. _At ;

such a time, our inclination is to go completey to the other extreme, :

and to sa¥ that everyore I8 rottentoT "Therefore he tells usy

ML Fal a3~ AL )3 00 ) to judge people by the scale of

merit, to continue to see the good in them. Look for the good, and

make yourself a teacher or a friend out of a good person. But then

you will be confroiitéd with his“imperfections -- at_such a time, do

not allow youfrself to SIIp—1fits-the opposSite extreme, But continue

to  Judge nif by the scalé of merit, Note '¢arefully the expression
A3 D Ak -TTtATS means that you must judge a person not ;

by individual traits or characteristics, but the entire person,ryﬁﬁ

must take the good and the bad all together, and then you will dis-

cover that, in all probability, the good outweighs the bad.




