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INTERPRETATION OF AVOT, CHAPTER ONE: 

(gave at Jewish Center, morning services, July 19, 1976) 
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What does the kast of these three items have to do with the two 
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preeeding ones? The next Mishnah reads: ; <a 
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The second Mishnah, that of Nitai, is one which presents us with 

a brooding awareness of the presence of evil in life, both moral and 

natural-evil.  Nitai-tells-us"to kéep far away from an evil neighbor, 
because “Such people become the most effretent” teachers; {hsinuating 

their poison into our own systems. Similarly, he warns us against 

adopting an evil person as a friend. Finally, he is aware of Ar7larIDs 

or natural evilv“He~téeTIs us never to be fully secure, always to “""™~ 

bé aware of the possibility of catastrdépnhe~and” cataclysm. 

Joshua b. Perachia does not dispute these things, but gives us the 

positive formulation, insté#d"oPthe negative. He is not so much 
afyaid of évtl, as he is anxious agressively to find the way of the 

right and the good. He therefore tells us not to beware of the 

noxious pedagogic influences of the bad neighbor, but advises us 

to go out and make ourselves the right kind of teacher. “Similarly, 
instead of being cha¥y of having~a~bad-frtend; ne tells us to 

this does fot mean that Joshua b. Perachia 
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merit, to continue to see the good in them. Look for the good, and 

make yourself a teacher or a friend out of a good person. But then 
you will be confrontéd with his“imperfections -- at_such a time, do 
not allow yourself to “SIip- into” tne opposite extreme, but continue 
to judge nine by the scalé “or merit. “Note carefully the expression 
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cover that, in all probability, the good outweighs the bad. 


