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NORMAN LAmm FEB. 19,1967 

THE LITHUANIAN LUMINARIES: 
I, THE GAON OF VILNA 

I, Only fair -=- after 2 years on Hasidism, talk og Lithuanians, 
I always strive fairness: family Hasidic, thesis Mitnagdism.For disadvanta 

VILNA_ TODAY: 20-25, O00 Jews, mostly assimilated. About 50 Jews in 
shul Shabbat, no Rabbi, 

Once: YESRUSHALAYIM DE*LITAs= describe...teeming population, 
special synagogues & Sheurim for carpenters,tailors,shoemakers,... 

Butsbeginning 18 century: all Europe impoverished.Spirituallys:despair,. 
After Sabbatai Zevi. No giants, masses despondent,. 

Yet: in one generation=-= BESHT to Poland, R.NATHAN ADLER to Germany 
and Gaon to Lithuania --- sign optimism for our own generation 

LITHUANIA ESPECIALLY AFFLICTED. Massacres 1648-9 decimated, 
Abr.KMariv on Lithuania: few natural respurces. Little wealth. Very 
hard labor. Most Lith'n Js: shevet shel oni, 
also:SOLEMNITY == seriousness w which observed v'samahta b'hagekhae.. 
restraint..Even when beer in syng Simhat Torah -= NEVER DAY ee. 
Greatest sign emotion: sing Barukh Elokenu she'baranuee. 

II, _ BIOGRAPHICAL 

BORN 1st day Passover, April 23,1720. First child:"Elijah", 
Said to have been very beuvatiful. (Not true midwifesLook,the Vilna Gaon..) 

RABBINIC FAMILY == 2 had been Rabbis of Vilna. One, R.Moses-=small 
shopkeeper when elected 1670; no salary, kept store. Thus:R.MOSES KRAEMER. 
Members threfore patronize. He: after weekly expenses, wife closes 
up store == no unfair competition. Louis Ginzburgshumor:"kraemer",,.. 

PROGIDY: one of most phenomenal history of the species 
*age j=-=- knew Chumash by heart, count all words, letters 
*age 6 --too advanced f Cheder, studies u der father R.Shlomo Zalman 
*age 64--father teaches complex Pilpul. R.Heshel (R.of Vilna)boasts, 

guest: just memorizes, Put E. to test,passage Berakhot:amazes them 
*age 7--already famous, To Kaidan to study under Rabbi.3 months--unnecessr 
*age 8--already accompl sbholar all branches Torah;Zohar in 6 months 

((*STORY:Advaocate about Hafetz Hayyim...but here:factual)) 
*age 12--was discovered had mastered much of math,science his day 
*age 13 & onsalmost never left little room,blinds drawn,light candle 

even by day, feet in pail cold water 
*prob, at 18 == married Channah fr Kaidan, moved there,poverty,wife worked 

WORK HABITS -<fantastic,phenomenal concntrtn & memory,contant review 
*reviewed everything min, 101 times;daily 100 blatts;all 8.T. each month; 

every Shabbat all Tract's Shab,Eruvin; sosholidays 
*MEMORY: RHsall of J litseach word:total recall, 

STORY:G in Suukah:memoery=functional;STORY:RH=bath-JT#3 day fast 
*SLEEPmone report:2 hrs/day;other:4 (yashanti az yanuah li)sbroken small b 

HIS INTERP of kavata itim le'torahs: kavatasqazalta 
No lose time: recorded every mint Bittul Torah,confess YK;total=3 hours 
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*ASCETICISMspiece bread (=2 olives)soaked in water twice day. (KADUSHIN) 
*Medicine: mastered this too, but interrupted behest father:would be 

obligated by Halakhah practice, abandon study Torah 
*Family: no time for inetersts; never inquired welfare,occupation 

EXILE -= few details. Reason: Kabbalistic 
*traveled far & wide: in TALLIT & TEFILLEIN (deemed obligat'y) 
*covered most of Poland, Germanys; when recognized= left (no misuse Torah) 
*returned home cal. 1748, age 28. Legends on events 

"GAON OF V@LNA", 
early known as32°1n N"an\= Vilna Gaon; or simply "The Gaon"-- 
throughout history. In writing usually: T7onn yINAN , 
**His authority : By CHAZON ISH: 727) 2... OF37WRIN 7O IMRD awn3z xiAa 

Sv TANIWA R"Iand oF OMIND 13K 79D oe D"ADIN VPs BPSIN YY OA... PIN 
AIIWN ANVANIW RIAN ,O"anIA ,wwWR ID ,wWITPA 1339 ,A"y RIty ,A"yrD 

29 InNIyD witps i177? Yy 

III. HALAKHAH 
1. So phenomenal his knowledge that Kotzker: DER GANAV fun VILNAcecce. 

2. Shrewdness combined w ananlysis texts. Story suspected adultress 
and witnesses: 0737790 OF°737 ISO] ON eeoveccvee 

3. G = father of CRITICISM OF TALMUD: external & internal 

4. EXTERNAL CRITICISM: reconstr'n corrupted texts. Ememndations.... 
Illustr'ss: * po :an/""2 DRIDWIA" NIN "NAwa" NYP :9I17AD Sawa —¥ Tan 

*or, Hagadahs D°nMoOan 7O “Wor ;0 MONA 7O1 BO MATA 7o ow YDNII 
DIAM? FWIA7IA,"AIwWHa" RIN ,"Naw PRXIDA" RY -- O MATA 791 

(this method not survive in Lith Yeshivot; but yes today Israel) 

5. INTERNAL CRITICISM: heart of Talmud study; external leads to internal 
*when authorittv body (as:Sanhedrin, Gaomate) = text one meaning 
*M.A. = many authorit's = no authroity; hence= varying interps 

thus == felt need reconcile; so¥ pilpul...(this OK,but not for 
farereaching reconcil'n of different authopvities) 

*Gs:REASON ALONE, and RETURN TO SOURCES $ AUTHORS CAN DISAGREE.. 
Used parallel lit. to Talmud as JT, Hal.Midrashim 

(this=largely Lith Yeshivot methodology) 
* so¥ tremendous independence, originality, integrity 

6. THUS: MOST WELL-KNOWN HALAKHIC WORK: y"v Dy KX" TINA, 
*so sacknowledges value Sh.A. 
*YET: no regard for persons when know truth otherwise 

IV.ERETZ ISRAEL 
T.Effort to go betw 1759-1773 
2.Letter to wife, mother,ch; Ya 9931 99D INyOEN XYW OINRD wprayd -nK2 

D°m?307 O73” ADD YY DO yD13 OWIK FIN ,IARTN FWD OA .?>% ONNvanw 
T7"2 DIMA YOII PIN... pP"AINY Yori; YN 73N1...7700 22 Awa ON?NIW? 

alsosno envy worldly honorssimaginarys: 
T2927 97DwWO1 Ppa 27227 sO ITROD NII, 7212 yotA 

adds:Non13x¥°21 1""% esp. Saturday in Shuls& learn= m3. ,,,, 
3.BUT Returns...pays back every cent. WHY? No permission Heaven:Kabbalsitic 
4.LATER (esp.cal.1809)disciples gosADATH PERUSHIM,institutemINHAGEI GERA...
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V. PIETY 
*incrediblessubsisted on pittance left by ancestor for students; 

Trustee cheats him, he refuses to divulge tho starving: insult = 
murder, which impermissible for monetray reasons, Later Kahal finds out 

*TWICE IMPRISONED because of aid to forced baptisms 
*STORY of Etrog acquired on condition give up portion Olam Habashappy.... 

VI. HASKALAH AND PHILOSOPHY 
1. MASKILIM = acukturation slogans: 7NXS2 WRI YN722 PTI? AA 

GAON: No. Mordecai dispens'n by King: Tinnw? KvY1 yIrD? NY 2FDT7701 
But whereas colleagquesaquiet,discreet,he announces:Bec I'm Jewish 
Thus Haman hates himin? xin 23 ond 722m AWK Yy 

2. 1782 = Naftali Herz Wiesel, Austria, enlightenment. 
GAON: publicly denounce, burn 

3. SECULAR STUDIES. Clear that G regarded them as necesaary 
adjuncts study Torah -= but necessary! 

*Thus famous quote R.Baruch=Shklov (trans Euclid): aon°w nD °DD 7D 
,TIINTA nooMa NIT? AXD 19 TOM? AT noiyyY , NID INA WARWD Nyt? OTRY 

In? O° 703] AoINnAI AINA »5 
*Some insist:too extreme,misunderstood,. But I accept:direct q: witp 5D, 

4.SO:ANTI-RATIONALISM , 
*anti-philos, metaphysics:only 2 good things ever learned from it 
*great revernce for Maominides, yet attacked him harshly: 

TIpIp YY ININ 197 7291 , INYO AIIINA A?DIO¥2DT 

*in FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS: ma?on 310% (So:R.Nachman-Bratzlav) 
*can this view do for us? See my article next TRADITION 

VIII. WORKS. 
1. We have several dozen 
2. R.Abr Danziger (Chayye Adam,mechutan of G): over 70 (at eulogy) 

Also: several mathematical, ecientific, grammatical, Bibl archeology 
About 4 == in Kabbalah 

3. Many were in Ms, destroyed in W.W.II 
4, BREVITY of style, succintness: begrudhing permission write Oral Law.... 

IX. FURTHER BIOGRAPHY 
1. about age 40, leaves total seclusion. M.st works written before 

then. Permissiog Kahal own Minyan: " T?19p oT70n oy " 
always Minyan students all day in Tallit, Tefillén. Today:Rubble,sign 

2. The TWO VIEWS OF GAON: CONVENTIONAL (recluse); SHAPIRO ..(kind,leader) 
3. NEVER ANY OFFICIAL POSITION === not RABBI 

« BUT FACTUALLY: HEAD OF THE COMMUBITY, WORD LAW 
This true == tho never mixed POLITICS 
STORY (R.Nissim) Noah's Armks:SHEKKER..CHUTZPAH ..= Politics.... 
YET: could override duly const'd officers, Story:Centralized 

charity. He said No, demanded,got, special subvention...(JCCF...) 
5. His intéérp of verse on Tzedakah: that have to give dei mahsoro,.... 

77? n& mnan nnin if open hands, fingers uneven.... 

X. KABBALAM . Do you bet view of archetype "cold,rational Lithuanian?" 
T. If do - absolutely false. 
2- Wrote more in KABBALAH than all Hasidic leaders together -*JB STORY..... 
3.READ WERBLOWSKY,.. charismatic gifts... cccccccccccccccces 
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XI. _HASIDISM AND THE GAON 
7. G the arch-foe of Hasid'ms; his influence alone kept Lith "clean" 

2. In 1772 == 2 things, related:childrens's epidemic-~ hundreds lives; 

& discovery 2 crypto-Has'm, great scholar & City Maggid. 

Apidemic explained by spiritual contam'n Hasidim 

The 2 brought t G t apologize, he refuses them 

Kehillah decides: burn all Has'c lit, excommunicate. GsNot enough! 

3. Later that month, leéter signed by G, 17 others, to Brisk. 

*** READ DUBNOW, P,. 116 **** 
4, 24 years later, in response to Has'c rumor he retracted, 

Gaon (June 1796) reaffirms earlier stand same vigor 

S. When RSZ tries to visit him, dialogue, he refuses. They persist, 

he leaves town. Attributed influence his mother, 

6. Source his antagonism: *SCETARIAN nature movem'tsseparate minyainim, 

different nusah ha-tefillahs; **purported refusal mull over sins; 

***suspected Sabbatarian antinomianism 

7. MAJOR THEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES? = Yes, but not as great as th ught 

Transcendence/ Immanence. Hasidim:emphasis Immanence -- literally 

thus: "Melo kol haearetz kevodo" 

GAON: rejects, apprently, this dichotomy. God not WITHIN, but also 

not totally separated. Ged's total otjerness precludes immanence; 

Rather: Absoluteness/Realtedness. God not IN world, but rveals 

Self to & is concerned with world. 

w---where G say this?-- One word comment on Isaiah VI, to 
verse iTIaD yrxn YD KX»D he adds: mnawn . 

XII. THE END 
T. FAMILY. Was oldest 4 brothers, several sisters. All family scholars 

2 Had 3 sons (published his works) and 3 daughters 
2. DISCIPLES. None in formal sense... Closest & greatest, RH, 

would come 2-3 months year, present questions, get answers 

YET: hés influence great enough:alone stemmed Has'c tide, and, 

more: made Torah scholarship a status-symbol 
3. ILLNESS. disliked doctors. But 2 weeks before demise, family 

begs him get one. Call famous REB YAAKOV LUBASHITZ. Examine. 
Family: "VU HALT ER? Answered: MASEKHTA KEILIMI.... 

*TOLD: first 180 days, chance teach Torah Heaven,saving 2..... 
*EREV Y.K. called family, blessed. They: anguish 

*EREV SUKKOT: demanded be brought, in bed, into Sukwah,. 
*3rd W~DAY HOL HAMOED, Dawn, takes Lulav & Etrog, holds all day. 

At one point, takes TZITZIT in hands: How hard to take leave 

of you, O World! Here one can buy Tzitzit for few pennies, thrug 
them prove worthy Presence Shechinah, Where I'm going now - 
nothing more can ever be done... 

* And so, died: October 17,1797; age:77% 
*funeral same day <= first time no Minyan f Minchah Great Shul Vilna 

4, STORY R.Levi Yitzhak Berditchever -- suffered terribly Mitnagdim, 
*loved particularly Etrog, joy 
*third day Hol Hamoed, clouded temperament..... “Something happened" 
* told: Vilna Gaon has died... Will tell you what'll happen: 

No impercetion. saint. But every little blemish counts:anti-Has'c. 
So decide: either attend Has'c lecture R.Nachum Tchernobeler 

or to Heaven via opening of Hell. G= prefers latter. But suddenly 
all thousands pages Talmud, Torgh he studied & illuminated 
pile up, block out entrance to ehenom, & GAON straight 
to Gan “den 


