In Tribute to Col. Ilan Ramon, ?2"1; Feb. 3. 2003

We meet on vry sad day, stunnd by the loss of 7 precious ppl of grt
accomplshmnts. We esp grieve bec we, w all Israelis, expectd this t
b day jubilation f country beset w_econ/secrty/polit problms: Roller
coaster — fr depression to anticipn of joy to catasrtophe.

In words Amos: N)'P709"1W?3173R707°0 "AIIN] ...."ARW)
TN 2387 (only son). It=day of 228 by 027 fa T'n" - Isr Col.
Ilan Ramon, 2727 121712T7—ouir newest natyl Hero of Isr.

Esp painful ironic coincdnc: iinnw21 1’270 11X 0121W0=01"71

I cannt begin these wrds of tribute w-0 mention powrfl/movg
announcmt by Pres Bush, genuinly spl words befittg truly relig
person. Quoted Isa. 40--X*$180 N7R ®I2 "D RN 0D 01D IRY
7P N7 WX N3 PER] 0IR 170 R1PT DY 0727 DRI 19907

Bush added: “Th same Creatr who names th stars also knows th
names of th 7 souls we mourn today”

So we gathr t mourn these 7 gallnt M&W whose lives snufd out
just 16 min’s bfr scheduld landng: Michael Anderson, David
Brown, Willie McCool, Rick Husband, Kalpana Cvhawla, Laurel
Clark, & Ilan Ramon, 017w 0N*?D. Tyiod we mourn them, and
esp are we assembld t bemoan our co-relgionst, Col. Ramon.

There=mch we mst learn fr If/dth of Ramon. Bec he=neithr /"NT
MT-"0IR — slf-proclmd “sec J” who nvrthless PR 177 f Tor, J trad.

Took _along "0 —& proudly showd it t world fr space. What a
NMI1--lk IwWn who went up t rcv Tora/bring it down, s too IR
went up/bringng NWN NN w him t display t his ppl on earth.

Indeed, Ramon provd tht heavns= sympthtic t Tor: Mid: W17
IRIWT 1, 01N "DWA 231 0 10 W2N MR NI WK 11'0?9

00 INA NTRLAT NAPM AW 1'NNN 0913, But 0-c—
Heaven/0°nw — metaphor. not literal.




In contmpltg 1f/dth Col Ramom, occurs t me: How strange,
paradoxicl a ppl are we! This wk 400,000 of Isr citizens voted f
Shinui, a polit prty dedictd t an anti-Orth bias. (Now not=tm t
ponder whethr/not we Frum Js=partially t blame f this reactn.)
They=demonstratg an impatience w rel parties, w halc restrictns, &
implied a prefernc f divorcg Isr f its past. This very wk a
slf-proclaimd sec Isr J rises t very heavens + declares tht as a rep of
St-Isr+ Js world over— h wants t unite all Js t each othr--& t J hist
T2 180 MY ,ANM L N70 ,N1WI,2R7W* vnw ,Nwl TR
NRIWN 2W 2001 N3 1NNl
What a magnificent gesture!/magnificent Jew/true hero of Israel!

Wht d w learn fr this: 1) tht mustn’t gv up on non-observt, sec Js.
Col. Ramon provd: in evry J heart lies a T'"®R D?00)9... whch
allows man Ik Ramon t b 0'272 0'NW OW WTPN-- & hdid s do 02
N2 /1°'n32; So Talm (Hag 27)-- 1113 MIXN 1'R?2N 287W* *DW19,
Ramon=yoiungst pilot bombd Osirak ’82 (Iraq nuclr site):M1p W"
NNX NUW1 10210 — Ramon lead grt If, but culmnatd in ths grt hour
Said then: “t prvent 2™ Holt, I'm willg t sacrfc my I’

2)...tht we Js= all bound togthr in_permnnt covenantl bond, N1
)"0, & tht ult’y tht= source our unity; & is duty of NN "WIR t see
t it tht Torah unites Js, not polarizes them

3)...tht all of us=bound togethr as hum beings, each creatd 0231
0°22%, and all humans=related by the N) N1, and so we mourn
for all 7 astronauts who lost their lives....

And so to families all 7, & esp wf/ch/parents Col Ramon:
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