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OPENING ASSEMBLY /SCW 

1. Beginning new year studies -~ Torah and Madda... 

Le Appropriate ask selves a question that has mot only 

theoretical but also existential value: what, if 

anything, relates them to each other in a substantive 

way, i.@., other than their existence in one curriculum 
at YU or being pursued by same student? There are, of 

course, a number of answers. But today, at threshhold 

of a new year, I wish to focus on one of them: the 

maral goal of both Torah and Mada. 

3. Torah: ®&?R F4NIDN YH NURIA PN VIN 8? AN rAd “VIR 

nae aan NX JOR HI? VR NIIAAN VAN RP -—— thus: moral 

ends to Torah study. 

4. Secular Studies (nn IN ,pIe JAI ,wM. Same answers: 

O°A9 HN WYN AAIMN — ANIA NN m-— wT UT NID IA CNA 

So. Thus: purpose all our studying = development moral 

character. Frimary element: Aw Neewoy -- TOM. 

& Granted TOM as goal, question is: what is its roin 

human life? Is man fundamentally good or evil? Is ‘Ton 

an integral part of his nature, or is it acquired from 

without? 

In Western thought, two major tendencies: Freud —- the 

Id, libido -~- all PrN TR. Jean Jacques Rousseau -- 

"the noble savage", basically good, but society 

corrupts. Judaism: man possesses both propensities, 

VAR Vx, and their struggle for conquest of his 

soul ais the greatest drama of his life -- his agany as 

well as his glory. 

7. However, that’s not altogether clear. Question: we 

find man’s penchant for evil in Genesis -- oTAN A? TVs 

WVWDAN VI PIA, but what of his better nature, capacity 

for 319 , TON? 

8. Answers that too. Commend insight of KR. Yaakov Zvi 

Meklenburg, author "VapA, anon"  o-- we know man 

created in bD°P?R DIR, but do we know about Him? Most 

emphatic in 6 days creations 210 %5, His creation is 

good. But that’s only creation; what of Creator? 



9.Answers RIN {T FD =21V 7D 222.0 PTR NRW = DIPPR RWI 

N77 WR AVN? AIVA Yawn 219. Thus, since God is good, 

and man is in His image, then man has goodness 

ingrained in him. 

10. Kabbalah: this quality is known as TON 

averflowing of »OW, kindness, existence itself. 

11. Thus, Halakhah: if happy at new acquisition, make 

ane of two nia 1a -- either VI NAW or As eANND AION. 

Which one when? Answer: VI°°nNW when for self; AWN 

a-onn) when for both self and others -- because 1°*Nn 

means He makes us good, and goodness requires TOM to 

others. 

12. Thus too understand creation of woman: Nien AWW RR? 

VTA DTN -— not that it’s not comfortable, pleasant 

for him; but man can’t be good if no one to be good to 

~~ .@., mo one on his level (thus excluding Creator, 

other creatures). 

This means that our studying -~ both ATIN and AnD 

must perforce lead to a character of TOM, goodness; 

otherwise we have wasted time and talent -- let alone 

money spent on an education. If we study only for a 

career; or only to feel more educated; or only to be 

more attractive to those who value education anda 

sheepskin; or even only to enhance our spiritual lives 

and find meaning in our Jewishness -~ we have missed 

the point of both our Torah learning and our academic 

training. 

All the above are important: career, a good feeling 

about oneself, attractiveness to others, certainly toa 

win our Ran DvIDY RW. But these are ancillary to the 

real purpose of both Torah (nie1an ne YAR YR? and 

Hokhmah (pn 270 DeVyH. Aaiwm, both of which are 

subsumed under heading of 210 , TOM. 

14. This is the mandate of Torah for a program of TOTTI by 

each & every one of us. SCW students always outstanding 

in this respect. I‘d like to see this enhanced, 

increased. Thus: shut~-ins in neighborhood... the 

homeless... altruistic attitude towards fellow students 

“~~ even teachers... givingness to Israel, Russian 

Jewry, the Jewish poor -- both of Substance and time, 

also leadership. 

15. But ain addition ~~ to non-Jewish causes, to those 

needs that address us as human beings, in cammon with 



other human beings: poverty of all peoples; war and 

peace; civil rights; the ecology; etc. If indeed we do 

sO because we created in divine DYX, then remember: 

God is not a tribal deity for Jews; He is Creator of 

all and everything. Next time you say "WR, note 

constant repetition of ane small word: 27> on all, 

everything. 1ew~yH VD VP yenm We OA AW; ors AR WI 

JISD ON WD? PV awH? Yor. So throughout all of it. So 

too the first AoW of yITnAnN nada. 

Of course, we must set priorities, and family comes 

before outsiders -- Drvynn wR Pwant -- but while 

charity must begin at home, it must never end there. 

Priority means what comes first, not what cancels all 

else. Hence, the mission of ‘TOM must emphasize our own, 

but never be limited by it. A Jewish young woman, 

properly educated in both Torah Umada, will extend her 

Ton to others, even outsiders, not despite but because 

she is a student of both AN1N and ANON or yTn. T would 

love, therefore, to see a more intensive dedication to 

TON by our students. 

16. Now, you may well ask: if so, why bother with 

studying? Why not just go out into the streets and find 

the poor, man the ramparts for Soviet Jewry, 

demonstrate for Israel, collect for UJA? 

The answer is that, while goodness is integral to man’s 

nature , "doing the what comes maturally" in moral 

conduct, no less than in any other area, is simply 

inadequate. 

I recall the story of the old Jew who was asked if he 

could play piano, and he replied, "I don’t know; ft 

never tried." The talent for music may preexist in man; 

the ability requires long and arduous hours of learning 

and practice. 

ton ais no different. Without your learning of Torah, 

you will lack the criteria, the compass, to steer you 

through the maze of moral aptions and decisions that 

must be made at every step. Without the sophistication 

of secular learning, you will lack the tools and sense 

of discrimination ta know what you can or cannot 

achieve. 

17. Thus, Maimonides in nmiwvt nio?n instructs us that 

character is naturally untutored and tends to extremes; 

only by use of reason and evaluation and thought can we 

create our own characters: WNIT OW OTR ANY 2... 



18. In one of his letters, the "W°R jit" states his 

belief that conscience alone is totally inadequate as 

guide for action. It can only add moral fervor and 

enthusiasm to what we do; it cannot point to the 

direction we must take. That is reserved only for 

Halakhah, Torah. 

19. Hence, if indeed our learning has as its goal the 

creation of a "good" character and the program of Ton 

for one’s life, then our stay here at YU must be 

devoted ptimarily and intensively to our learning, for 
without it, whatever TOT we are engaged in will be 

amateurish and ineffectual -- "“goody-goody" instead of 

truly "good." At the beginning of the academic year, 

therefore, it behooves us to resolve to concentrate om 

our learning in a devoted, mature, intensive manner. 

Such dedication to our studying is thus not just for 

the sake of intellectual growth but for moral growth as 

well. To this end, I would very much like to see more 

widespread and longer use of Our WITH NA... 

20. Qne last item which I believe is critical to this 

Jewish conception of the purpose of studying. I 

mentioned but ai moment ago our intellectual and our 

moral growth. But those two are not enough. a YU 

education requires the development of our religious and 

spiritual dimensions at least as much as the other two. 

If intellectual growth, in both Torah and “Anon, 

requires use of the mind: and moral and ethical grawth 

reuires use of the body and the self towards moral ends 

~~ what RK. Bachya called the Db°7aRN NIAMS then 

religious growth requires the heart, the niaa?n nian. 

In learning and cognitive growth, you look at and 

analyze texts and concepts. In moral-ethical growth, 

you look compassionately at your neighbor and fellow 

human and analyze his/her needs and sensitize yourself 

to them. In religious growth you look, of course, to 

God but, even before that -— you must Lloaok into 

yourself. 

To quote the immortal words of the Tanya: if you want 

to behold the Creator, look for Him in your own ANnW) ~~ 

or, as he put it, quoting King David, PI7R AMR WwAN,. 

21. Being involved only in intellectual endeavor and in 

a flurry of ethical activity, and never looking into 

your own soul, is no different from the reverse -- 

spending your life in idle introspection, brooding only



about yourself, and ignoring your mind or your fellow 

humans a 

Our goal at Yeshiva is to help you create for 

yourselves nin?W, wholeness, and this requires the 

exercise of all the dimensions of your personality: 

intellectual, moral, and spiritual. 

22. Let me share with you a marvelous story I read just 

a few weeks ago when we were reading the pviawn nw of 

naw. That Sidra begins with: bien DS 3H? jNII DIR rR 

VIP ND... Hasidim relate that when the immortal 

Gerer Rebbe, the "bn" .71n °WIT nN," was sitting in his 

room one day during the week this Sidra was being read, 

a Hasid opened the door to his study, and just stood 

there looking intently at the Rebbe. The Rebbe ignored 

him for a while, but after a few minuted the silent 

staring was becaming quite annoying. Gerer, 

incidentally, are not known for suffering fools gladly. 

"What are you doing there staring at me?," the Rebbe 

asked. The Hasid answered: "I read in the D7 WIR 

Warp on the verse ARV that if you truly want a ADV, 

then 7&7 -- look deeply at a prtTsX. Only if ARN, will 

you derive 7272." The Rebber was amused at the 

innocence and naivete of the Hasid, but replied with 

sharp and profound insight as follows: "In that case, 

bear in mind the verse in Isaiah that Hop * TR OVID THY, 

all Jews are O*~°7TX. Hence, if you want AI, what you 

must da is look into yourself! 

23, That is far more than a clever answer. [It is, 

indeed, Deon nin. The greatest blessing will comwe 

from ernest introspection, fram getting to knimoaw 

yourself —-- not in a childish way of making a list af 

your wants and desires, but of discovering the pix.) 

YNN PIR within you, of uncovering your latent talents 

and capacity for Tom and goodness, of probing your 

weaknesses and learning to master them, of analyzing 

your character rationally ~~ as Maimonides taught ~~ 

and learning to creat your own identity. 

24 And what better way to do this than MWervan! «.. You 

probably knows Vann? comes from D777 75, judgment; 

V2°-9n therefore implies self-judgment. In true 7775ONn 

you do not present a kind of grocery list to ‘hn, 

telling Him what you expect of Him. Rather, you 

articulate what generations of the N70 have 

established as the things we ought to want, the ideals 

we ought to entertain, the goals we ought to strive for 

~—~ and then measure our own petty aims and wants



against that. When we do that, and learn to raise our 

sights, we have truly engaged in 177*48Nn. 

Zoe Tt is with this in mind, therefore, that we at SCW 

emphasize the quality of core public davenning. 

Especially on Shabbat...


