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s^ this morning I wish to take exception to the tenor of sermons customarily 

delivered on the Sabbath we read of Koran and his insurrection, The pulpit, 

on this day, usually abounds on the vice of rebelliousness, and regards the 

Rebel as an absolutely evil person, I do not want to plead in his defense. 

But I ti® believe the accusation should be modified. The Rebel is sometimes 

but not always a rogue, Bebelliousnees is not necessarily at all times an 

unmitigated e v H # 

Actually, there are two strains of personality that are opposed to each 

other, and that characterise most human behavior. They are i conformity and 

rebelliousness• Every human being has both tendencies within him. Some of 

us express more of one quality than the other. There are some people who are 

almost completely the Conformist, others completely the Eebel* 

The Conformist is the dedicated bourgeois. He submits to the majority, 

the popular, and finds security in being part of the nameless mass and the 

faceless crowd. He has suppressed whatever independence of judgment he 

might have possessed. He is a aslf**righteoua person who has largely ceased 

to think for himself* 

The lebel is the Bohemian, the anarchist, the outsider. He worships at 

the shrine of protest. He proclaims the holiness of defiance. School, 

family, religion, society ~~ all forms of authority are considered by him 

The Snemy and he is dedicated to overthrow them, 

»Mch of these two is the better man? Which is the midah, the 

attribute of character or personality that Judaism prefers and recommends 

to us? Shall we be the Conformist or the label? 

The answer is that the spiritually and psychologically mature person** 

ality must have elements of both, never only one. The authentic Jew musb be 

neither ttsquare" not "beat,* neither reactionary nor radical. He is, 

however, to have the capacity and the experience of both. For either one, 

by itself, is odious, /̂hen combined in one person, each has much to 
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contribute to the growth of hia character, to the makings of a true man. 

Rebellion is a necessary ingredient of personality, an essential 

dimension of life, Rebellion implies the protest against stagnation, the 

promise of discovery, the quest for something new and more wholesome* 

Without the element of rebelliousness the soul ceases to speak, the spirit 

is somber and silent as a cemetery, Abraham was a rebel, an Iconoclast, 

He broke his father^ idols and revolted against the obscene, smug paganism 

of his world* Moses led a rebellion against Pharoah and was a lonely 

outsider even within Israel, Without the French He volution the Western World 

might have no democracy today » Only recently justice Beuglas pleaded for a 

renewal of the spirit ©f the American Revolution in the world, for rebellion 

can be healthy indeed, the State of Israel was created in the seething 

cauldron of revolution and protest against established authority, 

let rebelliousness as such, alone and by Itself, can smash to smithsrns 

all that society has constructed since man emerged on earth. The man who can 

only protest, who is always and without reason a dissenter, who resents my 

and ersry authority, is an eternal adolescent who has no rightful place in 

civilised society. The rebelliousness of Southern demagogues who riot in 

Alabama or in Mississippi is not a good thiag. It is a kind of Detroit is, 

Xa our Terah the archetype of the Rebel who, in his viciousness, is 

destructive, is m Korsh*. He knew no discipline, he was unscrupulous in 

his means, and he aimed at the overthrow of the authority of Moses, of 

Terah, of 8-d Himself as it were. His rebellion was sinister, la 

punishment he was swallowed up by the earth, a sign that with rebelliousness 

alone life on this earth is impossible* 

the same can be said for the opposite characteristic, Gonformism, This 

toe is a vital element of mankind. It is an attempt to turn chaos into 

order, uncertainty into stability, /ithout conformism there can be no love, 

for in love the two lovers must conform to each etherfs wishes, needs, 

yHf 
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demands. The Conformist* by r e s t r a i n i n g h i s w i l l , allows law t o operate and 

order to preva i l* Without conformist there can be ne i the r society nor 

government, ne i the r Halakhah nor t r a f f i c regulation* 

And yet conformity by i t s e l f can s t i f l e the human s p i r i t and u t t e r l y 

destroy i t * In o w d&r $®& ftp • ! *•• n Q t necessary for me to elaborate on 

i t s dangers. The Conformist i s The Organisation Man, the robot*? of Huxley's 

Brave Hew World, the human machines* of Orwell's X9&k* The Conformist i s a 

coward whose weakness has caused his spine to crumble, his blood to turn to 

water, his spir i t to wither away. He i s smug, bland, insipid, l i f e l e s s . 

In our Tor ah i t i s no less a personage than Joshua who stands 

indirectly accused of conformity, of too great an emphasis on uniformity* 

Recall the portion of two weeks ago, when we read of the ruaeh ha-kodssht 

the holy sp i r i t , devolving upon the seventy elders gathered in the Ohel 

Moedu After a wMle they stopped prophesying. But SLdad and Ifedad kept on 

their propheeying even afterwards, and Joshua, the loyal disciple of Hoses 

was enraged and pleaded with his mastert Adoni Hosheh kela'em, wmy master 
*** • • i i in , i. nni.au i ,..• mi i. MI i n mm9 » 

looses, lock them upt* Why was he so upset? Because, our tradition t e l l s 

us, the other prophesied in the Ohel Moeds whereas they remained ba-machanehj 

in the camp* They refused to follow the others. They retained independence 

in th i s respect. They abhorred uniformity, which Joshua adored. Under the 

impress of the overwhelming, towering personality of Moses, Joshua had 

become rigid* I t was a small, insignificant detail in which Sldad and Medad 

veered from the popular, the norm, the majority! yet Joshua was upset. 

Therefore Moses rebuked Joshuas i t i s not uniformity that Q*-d seeks, i t i s 

prophecy and holiness. W. yiten vefkhol am ha-Shem nevUm — would that a l l 

Israel became prophets, wherever they are* 

&at i s important to know, therefore, i s that either of these extremes 

exclusively i s dangerous* A mature Jewish personality must possess the 

abi l i ty both to rebel and to conform, to affirm and to protest , to ha 

http://nni.au
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jj^jyiffif * ^ JSSfe^BE* ** **• i*ww»s***jr ®f *&* $*», .jfoftfo t&ors aaofc feo 

« diaXsatio aotofooa ths two* Xa ife® atu% of irarah itseXf, vet̂ XllouarMNw 

t a i l s na not to hove JaaXlalt fal ta Ml «&F o»tht!rit3r vhstiior a I M sr a 

Eas&aa, oak to ^oa t i en , praoo, oheaic m m$ m& *XX a&thoritiaa* AXX t a t 

Talaad Si a toeteaamt to th is free hraMn spiri t* And eenforaltiy taXXs the 

jffljftsrojfr that af ter a l l tins diaseasiw sad 4£«put»f the argpaaak sad the 

samovars? , there i s eaXy sao aiede of oraotlos, aaa Halafcaati, e&o 

ShuUlim ^rw» itiieh *Xi eaesot sad follow* In n i l of lift* i s th i s kraet 

through asaforaiir so Xessa hoe »sa to he heaatsf tferea$h rehellio**sfiesat 

haw M i ^ ke aplasia* 

t u t i s oddttiea to p i M l l l feoth oh#raeter t r a i t s , Wfcat l a aast 

emelaX i s to fees* tfcei neither oenfomity a * rebeXlioa nhesiXd bo m sad 

in itself* OaXr * Geeard «U1 ooafane for the *ak« of cKafotaiag, emX? aa 

otornoX adelaeseat will rvbel for the ask* of reoelllag, the e n iioaX 

ipeetiet* lot eeafara to o i a t , roael saaiask afeat? To to«* Iff to direst 

theee too fonorf^X mmm forest io the asaeaos of * i»doa# I t i* beea&se 

t a n a did not tase hie reoeXlleaaasss pr»p«rX|r, but aas aeed % i t , fefeai 

our Eobbio swrfarred t o hi* M l on a obaehaa, a oioo m e , tout o* pikaach, 

aoraXy a shrove1 f&Xleo ahe was tra#*f50d by bis una eX&wrmas* 

Cortaialy, I t i s the foaX and the causa that safes either tfca 

Gimfoimiot or th« Eobal gi«4 or teS, worthy or wsortby* 1flia ohamtati1 a 

antd^soeUX IXaaMi^ of authority $m oeowwatian la mmt®$M*4 A 

$smim timmemtlG ®$v%Mm agalsat tyramir i s m m% of m^hmim pralao* 

la oo«for» in iaa i Qoraaia^ i s iff ilia mm m mmmwmim *a %lai oo^isjr «^ 

•ffPMNi 

0«r Batons, l a y^r^oi p ^ wpmk ®$ a gooA Mad of disoaat mi a tel 

H M i aMMafcft,!• f t e t # y i ^ i » P t^*s t ^ f f Up tf» of «aavoa,« aofah 

2&2)|JlBBBBs ^ ^ ^w^^* ^MPOW, o^tlo iMfea^jft *fci«a Qi »ot *or t t e wik. 
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of Isivift o&l not atsdoro* ioboHlai* with a good OOHOO In book of I t I t 

worthy of gr»ot o*erlf£eo* Ko protoot wi l l ho m oo»trlbstioit to ttto 

hlfttory $* »•»•• ooiritaol growth* But roholXloii without a mvmP olopSy 

.for tho ooka of diooomotoa oarf *&o*or *•* thai to of no valoo, i t l a 

dtootraottvo* &»d «mr Soipto glim ost ostaRfjIo of ooeh kind of dRfinftt* or 

mot&olBOt* ffct oaehlokst ghvs*fen«h l̂ -^Kem gh&aftylft, tho fmrpooolAM 
•iijiiiiini nmw»HHn' iwii)i»iiWiiia»im<»'iirii>i»»»wjiwwiiwwiMW»̂ >i'»i«ifci rm'tinmwifmiMMWiiniiiiii.irijiii gjiiwBBy w * 

fHooonoioii. to that of Xorooh *»**&<& ..*d»%w» loifh oad Mo foUowora* fha 

htad lo ihot of Ifiilol aad lansotot* ths* grout Oiopataatft who 

tmaosittod tho word of CM «« tho !£oa«Jĉ oh of Jttd&io®. 

ORO ooonomtotor oofcod* w^r ia tbo oooo Of Korah #0 wo ssoatltia ots3# oao 

oido of ths diogmto «o loroh «ad hio gro*a> *~ oad owit tho opp#«tttont ioooof 

wMlo ia tho oooo of tho worthy f^oj&otet wo ao&tloa both diip^tssto. iiUyol 

end ftaairwgaif ffo anoworodt fcooatu* Soroh did not raally dii$«to nay idoal of 

Hooo«| hio rohollloa woo for H i OUR ooteo* ttaimforwtd hgr Mghor 

HiUol aad WmmmS,$ how«*or# did not orgao for tho ooi» of 

dioogroo for tho oola of hoiag dlmgrooot&ii, fhoy protoniod opocifle Idoao 

proooatod fer *&* othor* Thoy otood for ansottelag* Ihoro wao o ooaao t o 

%'hUh tlioy ooisformod, IMttotf osolROt vhloh thoy robollod, iooh f^rotootod 

tho logo! dooioioa of tho othor — oo ioholot oath oworo olloiioaoo to tho 

oomo (Mtj tho oooo Toroh# th» oo»so HoIoMioh • - *o €onfox*gloto* 

Ifhlo lotfootf ooolio e^t for oo I N ®mm& l a «h$oto no oro to osppo«i thi 

&ml capecltie* oo o«t^it to how. CM hoo il^OA mo tho Toroht tho bluo-

pri i^ for the ki^l of 11 fo tomki^k oo » J ^ to o«fif#rai# m& for tfetoh wo oro 

to rohol ocolaot tho lOrooo of O T U O M M&OOOHOOO omd tfro^n^, Tfeo 

gjO»ol»o Am SO oao oho tewowo whoti to ooo thooo tr«4to# hio r«bollteiOBOoo 

oo s»oXl «o hio oo&formi%* Aad hlo roholXI<m opsinot m foroh*l«oo aowry 

OIK5 o cwdioos- oooioty i» onoortojmi hjr hi» ^ot ont. of oBtjooltf lo<S ho to and 

hit tor =srwtootf feat oot of lore for %h» ooooo of formh# of ^eotsoi^ of 
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roverenee for tbs Bivine 3mm nt mm* $fe will be a rebel with & canoe* 

»%| BilWlj" wrote the late Prenob aotbor Albert Conns*. wi© a MM *tt© ©ares* 

Bebelllon is m not of lor© «<l a eorjf insatl^a that esistone© la worth 

fighting for *•• MitnllttW i s »©t a» aet of bating unless I t I s ale© em not 

of loving*® Indeed, the <fa«i*b l&boX e i l l not cmly note ths evil he battloss 

he will do I t ©nt of love of *-«» 1 ^ 1 j J W f l f e 

At the beginning of w talk* w© mentioned two people* ©«ob of then, am 

iffbltjll'*' &©rab the Bobsl and 468ta the €©afor«ist« F̂© know tsbat to-ah, 

the rebel i&ihoot « erase, was dsstroyed* 1#M& happened to *!©shua? 

,l©shua was enrsd of bio siekaoos lay ftoeos* The rebofes of the motor 

hsalod the i H ^ f ^ t i Joshua's passion for uniformity hardened into o 

dedication to priaoifO.© wfcioh eeold fee e,n$*ress©d i s dissent sad rebellion 

i f oeeesoary* Shortly after the episode we ©©otiose*!, «?©ehua ess seat 

along with Kslob m4 tea prioeeo of Israel os the fiera^ijti to spy sot 

Canaan for the Israelites* ftm great »a£©rity ©f tbea brought book o 

diffidsnt, disesarai&ag repert* Ihe ©14 tashaa, <?0Shua the Conformist, 

might hew* ton© along with the mjority* Ho nlgfet have submitted to tfee 

©fusions of those older than he, those ho ©oneidered wiser* Me might have 

swallowed Ms prids , his f r e e s t of wi l l , his litispendence of judpaeat* But 

Joshua naa a© longer the conformist* Me now loiew ih© essonee of being a 

rebel with a eons© whsr© necessary -* paofaleket ,.ltf«*w« ohsnariaij' and so* 
* l U i ' i n miminmiin iiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiMtuwx—a. n i i m m i i •»«»»»»»..l>ii,i,iriii«i>iM Pf * 

without fear or treoldation, without l^sl tat ion or eo^iiirooatioa, doshiia 

mi laleb do fled the wa^ority m& stttomitted S strong^ stingini mloorltgr 

report* H&e majority was wrong an4 t^risbed* «lo#ima* in too minori%'f having 

newly discovered the Tttirtw of proper rebellion* sar*fo?ed and beoaas one of 

the JoDKortsls of the hmm raee* 

I t i s Joshua - • ote© oltimately oombined botb featores and knew obon to 

soi l on mmh for tbe loffey purposes to wfeieb bo was dsdloated ** who i s ©or 

Model* foot i s why, when Moses pleads with M Jft» « worthy sooooosor* 
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h« say a J ylfl|ftd...lM!^to».SleiMii ha*ruofeot l&nghol ©&aa*r 1 ^ al ha~adah» 
* • ! • 'II III |«»iii«W<W>«»M«M»m l|»ll»i •HI|H«il»IMI»lHlll .«• Wl I I n IIIIKIlHl I » | l i I ' iMll lHHIH ' B'fl ' Willi » « lUllll |IHI Oil, I ll I !<• Hi l.i»l | IIM • • i.ln . . .«|il y . . , . . « » . , .» ^|l,.l.i »<•« ' • lWl!» iMW * 

»I>at tha &©rd, tha 0*4 of tha spirits of all H#sh, appoint a man ever tha 

©©ngragati©n,,, and 8»d raaponda l̂ r offering Joshua, iah aaher ruasfe bo* % mas 
7 ' ii iiimiiiimii'iimiiiiiiii imii in .in' in mi n mum. 

who haa tfaa apirit in h&a»® Kosoo wanted a sian ©apabla of rta©n©t» ©f both 

tpirita, of both ©©riforailty and rebelXlouineoe* 9*4 gran tad him that mm — 

Joahaa, who sometifte* aonld diooUgr tha raaon of the 1bgto»X# «<ja*tlm« the 

ruaoh of tfca Confomtat, a a tfco oeeaalen and tha oaaaa dasatnded i t # Ha was 

truly an tab, a «sao, la tha full , hunats 

It la hie example we waat adopt for eovealfoft* To be ©ap&bla of both 

"apixlto,* to ©a© aaeh aa naadad and aa hie aaered eaeaee danwuad — that i« 

what •**»« a &an worthy of loading tha eongragation of Tarael ma anoceoaor 

to lioaaa* 

lot each of ma ©tri*a t® boeee» that kind of |»h, awn aa feetae. ©aaaae 

an lah * § * the tutelage of Meet*, hiaoelf an i ah ~~ lea feMfrfefeu tha 
w *̂n of 0*4,» 


