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THE MAKINGS OF A MAN
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e This morning I wish to take exception to the tenor of sermens customarily 0
W

delivered on the Sabbath we read of Kerah and his insurreection., The pulpit,
en this day, usually expounds on the vice of rebelliousness, and regards the
Rebel as an absolutely evil person, 1 do not want to plead in his defense,
But I do believe the accusstion should be modified. The Rebel is sometimes
but not always a rogue., Rebelliousness is not necessarily at all times an
umitigated evil,

Actually, there are two strains of personality that are oprosed to each
other, and that characterise most humem behavior., They are: conformity and
rebelliousness. Lvery humen being has both tendencies within him, Some of
us express more of cne guality than the other., There are some people who are
almost completely the Conformist, others completely the Rebel,

The Conformist is the dedicated bourgeois. He submits to the majority,
the pepular, and finds security in being part of the nameless mass and the
faceless crowd., He has suppressed whatever independence of judgment he
might have possessed., He is a self-righteous person who has largely ceased
to think for himself,

The Rebel is the Bohemian, the smarchist, the outsider. He worships at
the shrine of protest. He proclaims the holiness of defiance. Schoel,
family, religion, society == all forms of authority are considered by him
The Enemy and he is dedicated to overthrow them.

Which of these two is the better man? Vhich is the midah, the
atiribute of character or personality thet Judaism prefers and recommends
to us? B8hall we be the Conformist or the Rebel?

The answer is that the spiritually and psychologieally mature person~
aliby must have elements of both, mever only one. The authentic Jew must be
neither "square" not "beat," neither reactionary nor radical. He is,
however, to have the capacity and the experience of both, For either one,
by iteelf, is odious. When combined in one person, each has much to
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contribute to the growth of his character, to the makings of a true mamn,

Rebellion is a mcaiury ingredient of personality, an essential
dimension of life, Rebellion implies the protest against stagnation, the
promise of discovery, the quest for something new and more wholesome,
Without the element of rebelliousmess the soul ceases to speak, the spirit
is somber and silent as a cemetery. Abraham was a rebel, an iconoclast,

He broke his father's idols and revolted against the obscene, smug paganism
of his world. Moses led a rebellion against Pharoah snd was a lonely
outsider even within Terael, Without the French Revolution the Western World
might have no democracy today, Only recently Justice Douglas pleaded for a
renewal of the spirit of the American Revolution in the world, for rebellion
can be healthy indeed, The State of Israel was created in the seething
cauldron of revolution and protest against established authority,

Yet rebelliousnsss as such, slone and by itself, can smash to smitherns
all that society has constructed since msn emerged on earth, The man who can
only protest, who is always and without reason a dissenter, who resents any
and every suthority, is an ebernal adolescent who has no rightful place imn
eivilized society. The ruboniéumu of Southern demagogues who riot in
Alsbama or in Mississippi is not a good thing, It is a kind of Qastroitis,
In our Tarah the archetype of the Rebel who, in his viciousness, is
destructive, is ~- Korsh, He kmew no discipline, he was unsecrupulous in
his means, and he aimed at the overthrow of the authority of Moses, of
Torah, of Ow=d Himeelf as it were, His rebellion was sinister, In
punishment he was swallowed up by the earth, a sign that with rebelliousness
alone life on this earth is impossible, |

The same can be said for the opposite characteristic, Conformism. This
too is a vital element of mankind, It is an attempt to twuyn chaos inte
order, uncertainty into stability. vithout confermiam there cen be no love,

for in love the two lovers must conform to each other's wishes, needs, )
v/ 613}
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demsnds, The Conformist, by restraininmg his will, allows law Yo operate and
order to prevail, Without conformism there can be neither society nor
government, neither Halakhsh nor traffic nmtian_.

And yeb conformity by itself cen stifle the human spirit and utterly
destroy it, In our day and age it 1s not necessary for me to elaborate on
its dangers., The Conformist is The Organization Man, the robotf of Huxley's
Erave New World, the human mhimf of Orwell's 1984, The Conformist is a

coward whose weakness has caused l';is spine to crumble, his blood te turn to

water, his spirit to wither away. He is smug, bland, insipid, lifeless,
In our Torsh it is no less a personage than Joshua who stands

indirectly accused of conformity, of too great an emphasis on uniformity,

Reeall the pertion of two weeks ago, when we read of the ruach ha-kodesh,

the holy spirit, devolving upen the seventy elders gathered in the Ohel

Moed, After a while they stopped prophecying. But Eldad and Medad kept on
their prophecying even afterwards, and Joshua, the loyal disciple of Moses
was enraged and pleaded with his master: Adoni Mosheh kelsa'em, "my master

Moses, lock them upi” Why was he so upset? Because, our tradition tells
us, the other prophesied in the Ohel Moed, whereas they remained ba-machaneh,
in the camp, They refused to follow tha others. T&y retained m&poMSneo
in this respect, They abhorred unifermity, which J.oahm adored. Under the
impress of the overwhelming, towering peraomiity of Moses, Joshua had
become rigids It was a small, insignificant detail in which fldad and Medad
veered from the popular, the norm, the majority; y"ot Jogshua was upset.
Therefore Moses rebuked Joshua: it is not wniformity that Ged seeks, it is
prophecy and holiness. Mi yiten ve'khol am ha-Shem neviim =~ would that all

Israel became prophets, wherever they are,

shat is dmportant to know, therefore, is that either of these extremes
exclusively is dangerous., A mature Jewish personality must possess the
ability both to rebel and to conform, to affirm and to protest, to be
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Ja~sager snd pein-gager. In the persenality of the ben Torsh thers must be
a dislectic between the tweo. In the study of Tarsh iteelf, rebelliousness
tells ua not to have impliedt feith in any suthority whether a Hashi or a
Esmban, bubt to question, probe, oheck on any sad all suthoritiss, 211 the
Telsmd {5 a testament %o this free humen spirit. ‘nd confursity tells the
ben Torsh thet after sll the dissension and dispute, the argument and the
controversy, there is cnly ome mode of praciice, ome Halakhah, one
Shalehan truch which all sccept and follow, In all of 1ife is this true:
through conformity we lsam how not to be besstsg through rebelliousness,
how mot te be smimals.

Pub in addition to possessing both charecter traits, what is most
erucdel 1s to know that meither conformity mer rebellien should be an end
in itself, Only a coward will conform fer the sake of confoming, only am
 sternal adolessent will rebel for the sake of rebslling. The oritiead
e stion 18 conform to what, rebel sgainet whet? To Jnew hew to direet
these two pewerful bumen forces is the esssmes of wisdem, It is because
Forsh did not use his rebelliousness properly, but was used by 1%, that
our Rabbis referred to him not as a chakham, & wise man, but s pikwach,
merely » shrewd follow who waa trapped by his om cleverness.

Certainly, it is the gosl and the cause that make either the
Uonformist or the Rebel good or bad, worthy or wwoerthy., 7Yhe Jehemian's
antiesoedel flmunting of antherity snd couvostion is meaningless, &
penuine demooratic uprising against tyramny is an act of enduring praise.
Yo corform in Nasd Germany is not the seme as conforming in the compsny of
angels,

Our Rabide, in Pirked Avet speak of a good kind of diseent end a bad
3, protest “for the sske of Heaven,” sofsh
le'hitkayem, will endure forever, while machloket which is mot for the sake
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of Hemven will not endure, Nebellion with a good csuss in back of it is
worthy of grest sacrifice. Its pretest will be & contribubion to the
history of man's -pmmm Buwt rebellion without a eause, simply
for the sske of dissension snd power «» that is of no velue, it 4s
destrustive, And our Sapes give an exsmple of each kind of defimneos or

enduring rind is that of Mllel and Shammai, the great disputants who

together tranamitted the word of Oed ss the Halakhah of Judaism.
One commentsber ssked: why in the case of Yorah do we menticn only one

side of the dispute ~» Korah snd hin group -- and omlt the opposition, Mesea,
while im the emse of Lhe worthy mashloket wo sention both disputembs, Hillel
ond Shamwal? e answered: Uocause Horah did not really digpule any ideal of
Moseegs his robellion was for ite own sske, uniuformed by higher purpess.
Hillsl and Sheommal, hewsver, did net argue for the sale of srguing er
dissgree for the seie of being dleagreesbls, They protested speeific ildess
presented by the other. They steod for something. 'here was a cause te
which they couformed, anothur egainst which they rebelled, Zach protestsed
the legel decision of the other - ss Rebels: both swere allegisnce to the
sane Gwd, the sewe Torah, the sane Halakheh - a8 Conformista.

This indeed spells out fer us the seoner in which we are to exvress the
dual capscities we ought % have, O«d has givem us the Torsht the blue-
print for the kind of life to wiich we are %o confuorm, and for ' ich we are
to rebal sgeinst the forees of evil and Oedlossness and tyranny. 7The
genuine Jew 18 one who knows when to use these traits, his rebelliousness
as well as his conformity. And his rebsllion ageinst s Torah-less Jewry
and a Owdless: society is undertaken by him not out of ungualified hate snd
bvitter vrotest, but out of love for iis cause of Teorah, of decency, of
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reverence for the Divine Image of mam, He will be a rebel with a cause,

"The Rebal,” wrote the late French auther Albert Camus, "is a men who carss.
Rebellion is an act of love end e confirmation that existence is worth
fighting for .,s Rebellion is not an set ef hating wnless it is also an act
of loving," Indeed, the Jewish Hebel will not only hate the evil he battles;
he will do it out of love of O=d, lo'shem shemayim,

At the beginning of our talk, we mentioned two people, each of them an
archetype: Korsh the Nebel and Joshua the Conformist. We mom that Horsh,
the rebel without s cause, was destroyed. What heppened %o Joshua?

Joghus was cured of his sickness by Moses. The rebuke of the master
healed the disciple. Joshus's passion for uniformity hardened inte a
dedication to principle which could be expressed in dissent and rebellion
if necessary. Shertly after the episode we mentioned, Joshua was sent
along with Kaleb and tenm princes of Isresl as the meraglim to spy out
Cansen for the lsraslites. The great majority of them brought back a
diffident, discoursging report. "he old Joshua, Joshua the Conformist,
might have gone along with the majority, He might have submitted te the
opinions of those older than he, those he considered wiser, Be might have
swallowsd his pride, his freedom of will, his independence of judgment. But
Joshua was no longer the conformist, He now knew the essence of being =
rebel with a cause where necessary « w‘:ﬁ 80,
without fear or trepidation, without hesitation or squivecation, Joshua
and ¥aleb defied the majority md submitted s streng, stinging minority
report. The majorily was wrong and perished, Joshua, in the minority, having
newly discovered the virtue of proper rebellion, survived and became one of
the immortals of the humsn rece,

It 48 Joshua == whe ultimately combined both festures and knew when to
esll on sach for the lofty purposes to which he wes dedicsted -~ who is our
model, That 1s why, when Moses pleads with Ued for a worthy suecesser,
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he says: yifkod ha-Shem Flokei ha-ruehot le 'khel basser ish al ha-edsh,
“lat the Lord, the U-d of the spirite of all flesh, sppoint & man over the

congregation,” and Ged responds by offering Joshua, ish asher ruach bo, "a man

who has the spirdt in him," HMoses wanted a man capable of ruchob, of both
#pirits, of both conformity end rebelliousness, O-d granted him that men ==
Joshua, who sometimes would displsy the ruach of the Rebel, sometimes the
ruach of the Conformist, as the occasion snd the ceuse demanded it, le was
truly sn ish, & man, in the full, humen sense,

It is his exavple we must adopt for ourselves. To be capable of both
_"spirits,” to use each as needed and as his ssered ceuses demand - that is
what makes o man worthy of leading the congregation of larsel as sueressor
to Hoses,

lat each of us strive to become that kind of ish, even as Jodhua became

sn ish under the tutelage of Moses, himself en ish -~ 1sh ha-@lokim, the
"Van of Ged,™



