“EGALITARIANISM IN THE TORAH?”
YUWO Lecture Series/Thursday, September 08, 2005

! 1.2 Buzz Words of contemp’y non-O-Jsm: Plural’m; Egalitarn’m (=Eg’m)

2. Is there such a concept in Tor? My thesis: Yes, but not dominate all else. Nuanced.
Will give several cases which clearly pro-eg’m; and several which clearly hierarchical
—and the reasons why so. No simple answers.
3. Ex #1--pro- eg'm: Source=1% 100 N“1N NV ; so for all civil law
-- NNJW 1"WNY 227 WR? MW MWK
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4. Ex#2-- pro- eg'm on gift of prophecy--21 117 DL VNP N £r 9: “5‘7\ ge\ea oy s e Sve
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Genrl princpl hierarchy: “bottom” nvr totally derogatd.” .

5. Hierarchical #1: Distinctions betw G-d/man, and man/animal... '
Mn/Gd: imtate/impersonate; thus: : 3N2WNN YN 12 INYTN DTN NR-TRP DONN
Yet: : 3N79YR 1TN) TI22) DONOND VYN INIPNM-- N DINN

Mn/Anml: D»NYOYI YN MWD,

s 7. Hierarchical #3: YNW> MY JnD — true, but trade-off: gets DXTPN ,NMMIN

but also subject to burdensome restrictions—marriage, cemetery, etc
SO: "YIPNOINIPA” 7TI2 DOV INAN) 2T NN

8. Hierarchical #4: oyn 2Wom n»n—read from 1”79 MYyT 5N 07aNI .
True— but noblesse oblige. Imbues public w n7NN 72>

- ‘ /{-"“b\‘ X

9. Hierarchical #5: NN Y210W NwY N8N — Abudrahm... & Hedge of R explanation
(NTY MO5N endows woman w awareness Y210 NWITP)

10. Hierarchical #6: Y7711 Y NWUN~-...N2P) N 1Dt T2 child-brth=paragon of creativity
*Perplxg: at birth no joy bt NNMV; bec creatvty disturbs innr eglbrium,
requires reorienttn of WA MIND. Always NN NNV,
*Kab: 0900 nav 7y NNAIL; also: NMIANDNT Oy DY NYYTPT Oy
*seed — has to rot; sculpture=getting rid of all that’s not in artist’s head
*Artists, writers; so: DYVN YY2 APY’ V2T and (5>721) Wagner
*History: n7¥->27 27Y; French Rev—>Jacobins;

above explanatn=result of indvd| /diverse opinions PX12/N"MN/NVI Freud/myself

THUS: period of NnY »MNX NRMV. Bt why 2 X for girl? bec created creator!
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The difference: The first two, built around 1277 N30, teach us that there is a hierarchy of Holiness and
we must never make the holy an instrument of the less holy. No egalitarianism of the spirit. Mishna
Kiddushin 10 mw1TR 1WD... Certainly, the holy must never be a 1131 (i.e., subservient to) the profane.

.Shabbat as an example of how thoroughly the profane week-days must serve the holy day of Shabbat:
Philo (check this!) that rest on Shabbat to be strong for the week that follows. Abarbanel:
PIR1 0'NW NWLN N723N0 N2 "DUAWN 01 R NOTR NNKR...PIRM 0MWN 1213™ ,AN71IN3 312 101

The second two teach us that holiness, NW1TP, requires preparation (during the profane period);

preparation itself is an indication of the value and esteem in which we hold the holy. The first requires
discrimination, the ability to be WTIP? WTIP 1"2 0N ,2IN? WP 1°2 27720, The second demands vision
and commitment.




