
February 8, 1997 West Hempstead, NY 

"Tolerance and its Limits" 

1. This lecture=totally non-political; I have no partisan end in mind, I do not refer at all to 
the religious/political controversies that afflict both Am-Jy/Israel. Js occasioned by the 

terribly intolerant acts in recent J history: Baruch Goldstein massacre in Hebron, assassin'n 

Yitzhak Rabin and, most recently, the shooting by a demented Dati soldier in Hebron.. 

As result Rabin assass'n, I appointed ...Com on J'sm & Human Values... tolerance/dem'cy/ 

ethics dissent...fr w-i J sources...Com assiduously at work, should report several months. 

This present lecture=introduction to the theme; not a systematic treatment, but effort to 

sketch ideas on role of tolerance in sources of Judaism 

2. Arnold Toynbee: J'sm, as advocate of monotheism=intolerant; its single-minded 

rejection of idolatry left it with little patience for other forms of worship. Was he right? 

3. Yes, partially. Posit at outset: tolerance=not an absolute. There are things/ideas that= 

intolerable to any decent/civilized persn. Hence, there are examples aplenty of intolerant 

attitudes in Tor: ("MAIN") YY THOW YA, OF N79) HV AI NNN Wy. So too wn? 

ny) .Nor should we today tolerate rapists/drug-pushers/muggers. Unlimitd tol'ce 
betrays intell'l cowardice & =invit'n to soc collapse and the deterioration of all standards. 

4. Yet: to tolerate is divine! R. Elijah de Vidas (n22N WN), God tolerates the sinner 

even at the very moment of his rebellion by continuing to grant him the gift of life. 

5. W.V. Quine (Quiddities pp. 206-210): "delicate balance of tolerance." This balance- 

not easy: 9-1-=root of both suffering and of patience (019229)-- & tol'ce (1192350) 

Bec balance=so delicate, is presumpt's offer advance clear direc'n all cases. Most cn hope 

f =fw guide-lines as examine each case own merits/try f bst accomm'n bth conflict'g theses. 

6.. Indirect reference to "balance of tolerance": --NWD NN INIW? Y7NI)DD YW 9119 
>PdN TIT Ww D9) YWA--(99-10 : 3D 373 ,ONI9 9) NTYA-Iy WN W972? NNN pon 'N Tg? 

JOT PIT WN) TN) TAN 9D DW INYT 397 YT? 199 YWID PIN WON ,WINI TN” (MN 
NIWNA IN) ,NIIION TI TTY JWI NYT 297 INN) TNN 99 93D NMW YIN OMY ND 

QPIN TA TTD Dt 299 --P2y TPN HIV) 12 NIIT-IWN Wn PIA WIP -NY F2-NP--N/1pN 
INN) TAN 9D SW INI 7D TI9NDDIPW NIN WWNI"! M1092 ATI-MNINpyYyN 

A similar thought in prac'l/hal'c terms (Ber. 58a): 0°19n DIN 773 : WIN NAW? 91MIN ANITA: WN 

ny At ONT JAPaIS7D pNr AY At ANI ONyT prw (So, it is G-d who guards secret of Jewish survival-- 

they all are strong-minded yet constitute one people. Secret=tolerance...) 
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7. Paradox'y, tol'ce=more meaningful the more one is a *x» If y blv in some'g whole- 

heartedly/willing die f it/and sti// accept that the other fellow is permitted to follow his 

own ideas and live by them--that is tolerance! ...But if you are totally "open-minded" 
(Lionel Trilling: "so open minded your brains fall out"), if you're unsure of your own 

principles, and feel that the other fellow's values are as likely to be correct as your own-- 

that's not tolerance, only a lack of principle; & indifference is not same as tolerance! 

Ogden Nash: such forbearance is really a case of "a rubber spine." 

8. Let me say what tol'ce is not: Is not identical w civility. Thus, -/299 YN 0299-71N9 

n/mya--often nt civil yt rarely intol't....would nvr deny other right b heard. Yet incivity cn 

oftn lead to intol'ce...It pays to be nice rather than nasty. 

9. Many reasons f intol'ce--fear, diffidence, over-confidence or, mr charitably, genuine 

devotion to principle. But whatever the motive, intolerance usually leads to enmity--to 

raw, baseless hatred, what in Hebrew is called 09n naow. 

All know passage Yoma 9b: y)) ty 212 PNW 09IT ') 23919 729N 1 2399 PWN VTPND 
12 AAW 91 239N AN 229) OTON 199d) NNT) NWN ppow PAW IW VTP IAN...7/9W) 
. ONT ND9W) ,NYPrAY a AI DTAY : NAY WIW TD ON Naw NIIpww 77999 .OoN NAyw 

This passage teaches 2 lessons;a) that n”)w =as reprehensible as all 3 major sins together-- 

quite a condemn'n of baseless intol'ce!_b): appar'tly--& surpris'ly--not only cn one practice 

msnn nynwi n/n & still be infected w nv, itself a shock'g phenom'n, but cn even do 

npa & still b hater & hateful! Y cn help opponent materially, bt if y intol't, ridicule 

hm/prevnt hm fr express'g self, y=guilty equiv'nt of 73> 9X) »7N»w NAY 'a. So, we're 

deal'g w a fund'l psychic reality tht=deeper, underlies/undergirds tht of action & behavior. 

(2)Talmud hyperbolic? No! Reason: idol'y=ultimate example arrog'ce: worshp of idol=pract'l, 

fetishistic expression of skewed world-view, in which Gd displaced fr center one's 

aspirations/values, & man sets self up as idol to worship. ("the Copernican view": I am at the 

center of the universe and all else revolves around me like planets about the sun.) 

Immorality (of the serious kind, such as adultery or incest) reflects a selfish/deliberate ignorance 

of the consequences of one's act. And bloodshed, because the intolerant/hating person is blind to 

the hurt and harm he may thereby cause to others. 

10. Examples of Tol'ce in J Sources: 
Remember: the balance of tol'ce is matter of judg't, consultation, and of WX7 72192 )PY. 

I offer 3 items in evidence--from Zohar/Modern w179/Halakha: 

A]. Zohar--remarkable ex tol'ce even f idolatry: On incident Rachel/Laban-- 

WAN? WR WIA 9M} 19m), Zohar 1: 164b: 9 NIPYNI NTAY PN INIT AD IY NI 
NYY PAI .NTN NNYY 72 ND”P NII .9?999 HT NII NIT NVIYNN .t/Y ININ 111NI 

209 N)NINNT 3) DY WN .711N7 (> filial respect; reveals sense tol'ce even f despised 1.) 
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B}_R. Yaakov Moshe Charlop (0199 >) On 79N) 1NNID NWN IN NYID NIP1--NINI 

WAY? NI] OPYY? 0219 NIYIA-N N3y) ...1] Niwy? 119) NI NYI9 WN? : YINI ODPINI It 197: 

But if Pharoah says OK why worry about handful of Egyptians?? Ans: Onkelos= 119? N71 

N}799, i.e., not afraid Egyptian mobs stone them, but not want them to wish to stone us 

because their religious sensibilities offended...Remarkable sensitivity!! 

C}Halakhic--tol'ce for individual sinner: ,>>TY NW D"Y...N TN, 209 PwITP 

Apaon : 009) -- NYT NWN WAIN Now ,Nw7pN - 79) YW 1999N 

this is really halakhic formulation of n/25 fof prka fa nk p> Ia" nl>k ajeN 
(....999N) VD) YN YW PP AAIN Wd YN--19 NI WDA PTY pa 9) : AMIwW 79 N19 39 19) 

11. What's phil'c underpinning this tol'ce?- now MDt2--9NI DWITP : (P-toN NNNN)DVIW 

qna.Idea later taken up by R.Kook--nothing cn exist w-o divine spark to sustain it; 

holds f ideas as well. W-o kernel of truth, would collapse into nothingness. So, even fascism has 

spark of truth--nation'm--tho' horribly distorted. This makes room for a degree of tolerance... 

12.Tol'ce on comm'l level: Rel's t non-Orth'x. Probl arose end last cent'y. Attitude 1’”y9: 
OY WH...NDYP) NDINA 49 NIINI DWP It NYY: NTI NYTAN MDnp pry? (19 AT Dyn Ww 
WD PNIN? MPN WV9W?D TN NTNAIYI DAT "OY INIT WN NID NID NIN tN ANN YY NINA 
2D AND YYPNTI PNA NI NN ATTN PN) 

13. Much earlier: Tol'ce in discussing religious issues w 1 who doesn't share our p-v -- 

Maharal: nannd inyt Ox TONNA 737 OW P2NIND NI PN :9373WN NAN ~ NIP Ty ANIA INI 97979 
PN INT NON 7) 07 09937 ON AN NN AWN ADIONA DPINT PI ANI NI NIV INN 0792). .AYDIAYPNA 
DMIOW At AW ON 9D... JNON 999... IAT AITVIND NTN WA WM NI WNW Pd PAT OINON IAN IN PIN W919 

{552 AI 7ITA OND) YIN [DIWNAN) PAPY ODI 19/1 NI...NTA NWIIN IY AW NIN At IID NI 9 NN 

AUN NYTN 9d ONY NYA YIWS NINA Sy “PNYNDd >TD NT NIN JW ...7 ITI Y9y97 ND 7919 YNI 7A NII 

PITA PYd) ONIN IPI ND IAN 19 TNA INI 37 NNT NI PN FII1 ,IWIPI ND NI ONN 

14. This approach of Maharal leads m t agree w contemp'y Isr thinker: Tol'ce=nt just nec'y 

evil, bt a value in & of itself. It makes free'm of speech/critic' possible; such crit'm helps 

y uncover errors/weak points in yr own thinking and thus contributes to yr welfare. It 

causes each to engage in the kind of self-criticism that can only make it stronger and 

more appealing in the "market place of ideas." 

15 MVAd 039 NN NVI 27 SY MayN NDISYMNT PO NIN OTN WW. : 

OY ONYT) NIV PNYAd NID ID WT TN NYTD NAN NYT Nw... on I NNN NN WN NIV” 
NOND TITAN DW INYTD AN NYT Nw 109009719 DTY NaANY NPNT OSI ONIW...279V 

"ODI VOW) NY?) ,NIY?IN IN O01) 

16. Probably the most eloquent and forceful expression of Torah tol'ce--by the Netziv: 
MDA DAW? PA ND IN ANN Ny) O*PON) OPTS PNW 13 WIN : (TPWNIDI ANN 137 Payn) 
VYPY INI) DINP9N) PITY NIN 7 NNYI ONYTD NIW ANY INW 99 NN ITWN ,OIIIY ON NNIW 2299 .ONI1y 

DDDINW DIN NON ,ADND OP TY 9370 IYNI NIN AW? AVAPAW .AN ANY Ty ,OD waw MIN 997 ,ONT N9wW2 

NOND 2WW” NAN ANID JAAN 07) AT ,W OW) NNW aN ND NPYI N17 OPA NDIA 0) WwW? 774 

toler-3.dgs--2/7/97 3 



Lamm/Tolerance 

The Rav 5”yt interprets honorific name of our ppl, 9x1w> nv92, as implying a gathering of 

many views/types, & attributes this to Nw) apy»: 

Jsm includes mny contraries gathered together and unified in the form of 9Nqw> Nod> in 

which all the unique and varied qualities of the apy» >23 attain unity+harmony, despite 
their appar't irreconcilability. The final product of this process is, asy’29> put it, that — 

5x? nv> denotes the ingathering of all...all attributes and all qualities, including 

those which often seem mutually contradictory. 

17. How do we today measure up? Let us b honest: despite relativ'y excellnt record Js hv 

re: persecut'n, there's a nt insignif't trad'n of violence in our otherwise pacific hist'y. & this 
ws true even < Goldstein/Amir/Feldman. And we Orthodox Jews are not immune to it! 

There is a lesson for us in Orthodox community (17.n-n1)--We too intolerant of each 

18. Lconfess: I worried about state of Jsm in world tdy--& not least: Orthy. The extremist 

rhetoric/anger/vituper'n/delegit'n/collectv arrog'ce--scary. 

Both here/Isr--feels as if lunatics tak'g over asylum... 

Look at us--and let us wince: 

*Rabbis of NRP--rel Z'sts, home of moderation--counsell'g soldiers to defy gov't. 

* 079N) 0» NT tear'g each other apart, prov'g thesis tht those closest ideolog'y are 

most prone t savage each othr. 

*& a group Rabbis who should b paragons of tol'ce & \1N 7 Tpublicly insult a 
colleague who=superb nn bec of his N99N pvs to own NNp--& tht, 

not even on hal'c grounds! To make a public demonstr'n of disrespct f a learnd 
colleague is cert'y a case of INT? N02 17) Y1N9... 

When we substitute denunciation f dialogue/barricades f brotherliness/& nastiness f 
normalcy, we are all in peril of being drawn into this radicalization of our people and of 

falling into the abyss created by such progressive fragmentation. 

> \nd--This must not be allowed to happen. 

As I mentioned--need balance, and always judgment must be exercised. 

BUT--when in doubt, opt for tolerance! 

I can hardly recommend a better role model than your own Rabbi Kelemer--admirable 
combination of principle & openness, conviction & compassion, courage & grace--and he 
even tolerates Lammas... 
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19. Before it's too late, moderates--sane people, normal people, the usually passive 

observers--must become proactive, and together insist upon a modus vivendi so that tol'ce 
will replace terror, bothy physcl/rhetor'l, as the coin of this realm. 

This=nt only possible, bt absol'y, vitally nec'y. Moderates--both rel/secular--must together 
insist upon rational discourse, upon tol'ce+civil'y, & create an atmosphere that will bind 

the wounds that are draining pus into our national blood-stream. 

20. And this process of J civilizing must begin in Orthy, bec the most committed are most 

prone to intol'ce, & bec we must be most eager to demonstrate tol'ce +menshlichkeit for 

that is our burden + our glory in our mission of own w1T?p. 

We must forsake bigotry and racism of any & every kind towards any people. 

Borh laymen and Rabbis--who should and must know better--must not allow themselves 

to speak ill of others, even when strongly disagreeing. 

Haredi & Mod Orthx must no longer belittle each other, in public or in private. 

On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we described God in 0°»N) 99) as: 
DINDN Py O9Y197.9210N ,TON I¥1) NINW ON 79) 

All believe He preserves ton and is tolerant, averting His eye from the sinners 

On principle of imitatio Dei (27711 n29N)), that must be our approach as well. 

And only then, when we will have learned to be 077109 py 0°2y191_2210, 

will we be worthy of Hashem's bounty as the TON 7y0. 

ys 0-7 1) 
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