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Statement to Jowtsh Telegraphia Agency from Rabbi Norman Lamm bein 

tT am opposed to the ruling on: woman as mambers of a 
a minvan on both Halachio and non-Halachio grounds. I see nothing 2 ha 

wrong and everything Commendable with Women accepting on them- 
selves additional observances which are Halachically obligatory , 1 

. only upon msn. However, such. ‘voluntary assumption of responstbile ' i 
“ ities does not transform the aot into one of Halachio obligation. tia 

Therefore a woman who prays with a minyan— every day is certainly i 
we praiseworthy but since her act laoks the quality of obligation, se A 

“i ; she cannot be counted as part of a minyan, To maintain that this i al 
in some way beppeaks a patronizing attitude to t women is to raise ve 

a false issue, ee
t 
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 or course there are problems but this is not one. a 
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 most important one. Insofar as 

astra-Halachioh reasons are concerned, it is for the good of ane ihe 
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Jewish community, the Jewish family and especially Jewish women thy ‘y 

that the fundamental patriarchal structure of Jewish soolety he 
Hog os _ maintained and continued. This does. by no means imply that we Nee ke 

| are unalterably opposed to an enhanced role for women in’ society — Aire 
in general and in the Jewish Communkty in partioular but = am ee 
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- Mot quite ready to’ abandon a form of soolal and familial atrues. haar 
\. bare feflected in the Halacha Which has stood us 
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in good stead “ape 
for 3500 years because oz the ‘pressure of aldara fashions). 


