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February 4, 2002 SCW

“WHY SHOULD THE NATIONS SAY, ‘WHERE IS THEIR GOD?*”
Jewish Responses to the Challenge of Terrorism

Q of suffering—121 1% y™ pr1x= single most trenchant Q f any theistic
religion—Samuel, David, & in a way Abr (yaxn %3 vown...)

Prophet Joel(2:17)—nnophr PR 0nya 1nr? nnd.
Same Q askd immedtly upon Twin Towers (Televangelists—inane ans!)

Yet greatest such Q not in ancient days not Twin Towers—but HOLT!
Coincidence: Sept 11=919R8 3">—liquid’n Vilna Ghetto

Also: universal—if catastrophe—all victims=p'poR pH¥
Of 6000 langs tod, most universal: TEARS...
So: compliment SCW women who mmw f all victims

So, how ans Joel’s Q??
2 levels: philo/existential

BEEIEOERREOE (1) PRIVATIVE. v"wya...BUT: > Holt, nt good enough ans
(2) More acceptable (Augustine): argument from FREEDOM. ..

BUT—all THEODICIES - bloodless, abstract, overly rational...

EXISEENEE (1): David: »anaw nnY 9-8 9-R... DY M.

(Broad level: learn terrorsm infectious—spreads...;

also: no moral postur’g as targeted killing...)
Personal Level:Learn to cherish 1f—pos’y/neg’y:

Neg’y: perspective—no complain trivialities, minor frustrations;
Don’t blame Gd—may be f your good! Lemberg; footprints beach...

Pos’y: mk If >mnngful—as: apprectg parnts/tchrs/siblings/studnts/strangers;

Daven w mr n>; learn Tor w mr zest; N”na even w parents. ..

Disaster=call f Teshuva: n2ywnY RYR 1R23M RY DR2IN I -D”aN
(So, Bratzlav: Gd calls on all of us~nature; some w shout/whisper;
depends how close we are to Him)

(fboth: * Do some’g—9% pyxn nn; * unity>Cvl War USA are->is)

(2) Most impt!—JOB Read: 38:1-7, 19-23; 40:, 1-8; 42: 1-8
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