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Bar Mitzvah/Bezalel Weinberg--3/9/97 

1 Introd: Today we conclude Adar I and usher in Adar II. I often wonder: Is the 
principle of ANNW1 0737N 17T& 0)IIW3 one that applies to Adar I? to Adar II? To 

both Adars? 

I believe I found the answer in a passage I just recently encountered in the NOW 
nner. Why, he asks, is Adar a time for 7NNW? His answer is that Ellul, the month 

before Tishri, which begins with 1]WN WX) and is therefore the last month of the 
year, is set aside for 121wWN. But if that holds for the Rabbinic calendar, it should 

hold as well for the Biblical calendar, according to which Nissan is the first month: 

09? X17 DWI WXI ATM WINN, and the last month before Nissan is--Adar. 

Hence, these two months, Ellul, six months apart from each other, are both months 

dedicated to 121wWN . What is the difference between them? It is this: Ellul is 

MXVn 7121wWN, whereas Adar is 720NN 121WN and this kind of NWN is always 

an occasion of joy. 

So, today is a double day of joy--the beginning of Adar, and the Bar Mitzvah of 
Bezalel Weinberg. 

2. Bezalel, we all aware of yopur record as a superb student, as a young man 

chock full of talent. But you get no special credit for that, for such innate qualities 

are gifts of N”1pi--they are the cumulative consequences of the genes of a bright 

and competent mother and a brilliant father, of their parents--grandfathers who, 

each in his own way, have had major impact on all American Jewry-- & their 
parents and grandparents before them, a line which includes some of the true 

2N1W" 7717 of their generation. But you add something precious of your own: you 
are also a gentle person, you possess a loving and warm heart; you are a yopung 

man of diverse qualities. Let me explain: 
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4 Bezalel: You are a NXT 7 person, one who pulls together many different 

characteristics, and does so peacefully and harmoniously: 
maw 1171 171NA 1177, N” 271 0” 72RI ,AVT ANN ,A”"MNDV-T" 1D ,PIR-O7"NW 

5. Not only that; in this you are also following your Biblical namesake: 
173 1812)0 NVI F187? 2R728I 177 VV 337 WMA NTT 37 Ma&--R"Y 17.1911 
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6 Weare confident you will always strive to attain this ideal of NNN 1187 

PIX1 ONY 17 1N12)0 & to be filled with NYT 1}I3NIi NHINA OA-7& 071-- 
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This is the way to N1N?W--because one without the other makes one deficient, and 

leaves him with a character that is unwholesome. 

You are a combiner, a synthesizer--head and heart, and all the qualities that go 

into making a full and wholesome Torah personality. And that is a great and rare 

virtue. 

7. Finally, let me commend to your attention a well known Midrash. 
117727 NX 11 F7¥7 X?R NNN 17) X? XN :xninIn w7mM 

That word, 1187, can be read two ways. The accepted, conventional way is:/itzrof, 

to temper or purify--and that works very well in context. But the same letters can 

be read as /e 'tzaref, which means: to combine, to merge--and that too can fir into 

the context: The role of the mitzvot is to bring people together, to effect peace and 
harmony and mutual affection amongst our people. 

8. May you always bring together--917°¥, not 11179...And then, as you grow into 

Torah maturity, we know that you will share your gifts with the world, as did 
Bezalel--1273 10) N17) ...so that as your family & loved ones witness your 
development, they will recite over you the verse 19? 1NW-1N} N9PWIN Nat-n 
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