
Fundamentals of Judaisn 

This course will concern itself with an examination of a number 

of fundamental concepts of Judaism, Its theologic postulates, its 

philosophic formulations and its halachic fabric will be analyzed from 

the contemporary perspective. Not only will the theoretic basis of 

faith be studied but emphasis will be placed on relating the mitgvoth - 

the ceremonial and the ethical, the social and the ritual - to the ex- 

perience of modern man and his society. 

The course will seek to locate contemporary Jewry in Judaism and 

in modern thought and to develop a consistent philosophy of Judaism for 

the individual Jew and for the entire peoples 



Sources of Judaism 

Written and oral law 
The chain of tradition 
Origin and structure of helachah 
Major legal and religious writings 



Attributes of Ged 

*} Existence 
b) Actional attributes 

Freedom as a Jewish ideal 

a) Its philosophic roots 
b) Exodus 
c) Its social and political implications 

Eretz Yisroel 

@) As a feligious ideal 
b) As a national ideal 

The Mitzvoth 

Classification 
Rationalization 
The moral and ethical law 
The socio-economic order of the Torah 
The rituals and ceremonials 

Holiness = The ultimate in Judaism 


