Fundamentals of Judaism
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This course will concern itself with an examination of a nuwber
of fundamental concepts of Judaism, Its theologic postulates, its
philosophic formulations and its halachic fabriec will be analywed from
the contemporary perspective, Not only will the theoretic basis of
faith be studied but emphasis will be placed on relating the mitzvoth -
the ceremonial and the ethical, the social and the ritual - to the ex-
perience of modern man and his societys,

The course will seek to locate conterporary Jewry in Judaism and
in modern thought and to develop a consistent philosophy of Judaism for
the individual Jew and for the entire people,
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The Sources of Judaism

a) Written and oral law

b) The chain of tradition

e) Origin and structure of hslachah
d) Major legal and religious writings

The Rewvelation of C-d

Creation

G=d and nature
Natural and Supernatural
Personal Ced
Providence

Names of Ged

Sabbath
Divine Norm

Freedom of will

Good and evil

Sin

Reward and Punishment
Teshuvah « Repentance and Forgiveness
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b) As a social being
e) As a spiritual and intellectual giant

Eschatology of Judaism
ag Irmorsality of soul
Messiah

ai As a natural creature

b
¢) Resurrection

d) WVorld-to-come
Commnication betwesean G-d and Man
a) Revelation
b) Prophecy
c) Prayur
Worship

b
c

Prayer
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Attributes of G-d

a; Pxistence

b) Actional attributes
Freedom as a Jewish ideal

a) Its philesophic roots
b) Exodus

¢) TIts social and pelitical implications
Eretz Yisroel

a) As a feligious ideal
b) As 2 national ideal

The Mitzvoth

Classification

Rationalization

The moral and ethical law

The socio-economic order of the Torah
The rituals and ceremonials

Holiness « The ultimate in Judaism




