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"THE PLACE OF JSWISH LAW IN JEWISH LIFEW

It is one of the most difficult tasks to explain to a modern
layman the paramount importance of Jewish Law in Jewish Life,

Jewish Law is known as the Halakhah, and it is derived from the
word halikhah which means "going," and the very name indicates that
Jewish Law is both dynamic, moving, and that it is a "way," that is:
Jewish Law is the Jewish way of life,

I say that it is difficult to explain the importance of Halakhah
because of the contemporary prejudice as to what is meant by "law."
There are probably many who suspect that Jewish Law, like ordinary
common law, is a highly specialized legal profession and is the
private, sacred and exclusive domain of Jewish "lawyers" who hanpen
to be called "Rabbis."

How far that is from the real truth. I wish I could reconstruct
for you the attitude of our Jewish laymen of old towards Halakhah. T

wish I could sufficiently well describe to you a typical Bet ha-midrash

where Rabbis, students and laymen of all sorts delve into the great
tomes of the Talmud with love, with holiness, with brilliant logic,
and even with a sharp sense of humor. I wish you could hear the
traditional sing-song in which the Talmud is studied. I wish some of
you could enjoy the warm radiating beauty of an Halakhic argument;
the Halakhd, which encompasses every aspect of all of life; the
Halaghahwhich analyzes even intimate prayer with the sharp eye of
legal logic, and which makes of sharp, legal logic an intimate prayer.
But barring these opnortunities for personal experience with the
Halakheh let us discuss, tonight, in a very sketchy manner, scme of
the basic aspects of Jewish Law with which we should be acquainted.
For tomorrow we shall read that portion which contains most of the

civil legislation of the Torah first revealed to Moses on Mount Sinai.
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And let us do so with the mental reservation that this is only a
rough beginning, that we shall come back to this important topic
many 2 time in the future,

May I, with your indulgence, discuss three main aspects of
Halaghah: The Necessity for Law, the Source and Authority of Jewish

Law, and Change in Jewish Law,

II. The Necessity for Law: One of the main functions of any system of

law is to impose discipline: to curb excesses, to protect the weak,
to allow for an organized society to function smoothly and, in
Judaism, to raise the Jew to the highest level of G-dliness. Whatever
its nature, Law means Discipline =- of the individual, community,
nation -~ for all people. )
The necessity for Disciplimlsr'ecogl'xized:
a) in Government
b) in Education -- even in progressive education
¢) in all of life. Illustrate from Caine Mutiny Court Martial.
Lt. Greemwald, after winning acquittal for his client by
proving Queeg a sick man, gives a long and dramatic speech.
Essence == Queeg was really right -- discipline and
authority must be accepted, ewen if at times distasteful.
This is the main idea of the booke. OSuch a book could only
have been written by a man who recognizes the value of
Discipline in religious and personal life as well. And

Herman Wouk is a traditional, Orthodox Jew.

ITI. 2nd point: OSource and Authority of Jewish Law:

When talking of Jewish Law we must always beware of "taking the
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law into our own hands," of acting as if we were going to set up the

law to suit ourselves, as some "Rabbinical' bodies occasionally do.

For Jewish Law was not designed by man. It is higher than man,

although its function is to ennoble man and raise him to even loftier

heights. Jewish Law is at the heart of Jewish Religion, and it

should be so respected. This is for two reasons:

a)

b)

The source of Jewish Law is not man, but the Creator of all

men -= Ged, TWe believe in Torah min h a-Shamayim -- i.e., that

Moses received, from G-d, the Torah as we have it, the Written
Law, and -- in addition -- a large body of Oral Law, called

Torah she'be'al peh, which was handed down by Tradition and

finally committed to writing some 2000 years ago.

Whepe the Law -= any Law, religious or secular -- is not
regarded as being higher in authority than the people it
governs, then tyranny and dictatorship have fertile grounds.
An eminent Philosopher of Law, Roscoe Pound, says that the

Law employs "a received and ... authoritative technique by the

light of received and so authoritative ideals." This idea of

"received and authoritative" law has been sufficient and
workable, But whewy Law wﬁl not regarded as such, then you
have a situation where tyrammy breaks through and, as Pound
puts it, they "would apply the term (Law) to whatever is done
by those who wield the powers of a politically organized
society simply because, and no matter how, they do it." In
other words, where Law is not respected for its authority,
where it is not "received," then anarchy, looseness, and

tyramny will follow, We Jews go along with such ideas. And

to the idea of the authority of Law, we add that Halahhéris,
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in addition, sacred. Because G-d is its author,

Iv. 3rd topic: Change in Jewish Law:

a)

b)

by A

Iet me first state that it is impossible, within the time
limits of this lecture, to give a fair treatment of the
problem of if and when and how change takes place in Jewish
Law., That requires a series of lectures in its own right.
Let us, at the vresent time, give only the most rudimentary
facts.

The first fact to keep in mind is that essentially the Torah
is everlasting, etemal, immutable. The essentials can never

and will never change. Ninth in the list of jaimonides!
Jmf& 2 A m/m/znf/m )t
AN 1 \J\ (WA R VR

"I believe with perfect faith that this Torah will not be

13 Principles of Faith is

changed." Never will it be permitted to murder or to worship
idols; to steal or desecrate the Sabbath; to lie or to eat
non-kosher food. The essentials of Torah are blessed with
eternity and fortified with permanence. And this must be

80 == for G-d is eternal, and if He enunciated principles by
which men should live, then these principles =~ Jewish Law =--

are also eternal.

But does that mean that change is absolutely impossible?
No, it does not. In tomorrow's reading ~A D L'L rGa{l {5 \\h*‘?rﬂ"‘k
Lubliner Rabbi &0 . C:l B NDoy C*\? g

Excuse me if T present myself as Exhibit A. My grand-
father, r3 $ , was a great and learned Rabbi -- but we look
different. He preached in Yiddish, I in English. His
delivery and style were different from mine.  Zeide had a
beard, T am clean-shaven. He wore a Prince Albert, I wear

striped pants. His formal secular education was very
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limited, mine less so. And yet the content of our messages
is the same, We studied the same Torah, observed Shabbgsl
and Kashruth in the same way, and worked towards identical
Jewish goals. Sure there is change. Bubt -~ and this is
important == the change is in form and periphery, never in
essentials,

d) Examplesi Y (L poY YA }*C“Q« e

e) But any change must be legal., That is, the Halakhahitself
gives the methods for change. You do not change the
Constitution by violating it or just voting a change in any
which way. You amend according to legal procedure,
according to ways already provided for in the Constitution.
The same certainly holds true for Jewish law.

f) But, friends, until now we have been speaking in vacuo,
that is, theoretically and academically, about the
elasticity or changeability of Jewish Law. Let us now
face the facts: changes have been made in the Law. Changes
which we do not recognize, and changes which did violence to
Torah and Hﬂla#h;} They were changes made by people without
piety, people who set themselves up as the arbiters of what
is good and what can be discarded.

What I refer to specifically is Reform Judaism and to
an extent, its diluted other self, Conservatism, What
distinguishes Reform from Traditional Judism is the place
that Jewish Law holds in the scheme of Jewish life.

Reform told us that we were losing our youth and
educated classes, It told us that we were alienating Jews
of the modern world., It told us that by its policy of

indiscriminate and reckless change it would bring back the






—-s‘%..

qu\zw\ww /Lw\v‘vﬂu( A~ v oy SERPEY| "W S




\5)

il =
\

)&\ - ’tq"‘"' T 4wt Law — “TJQQJL&W(L:«-——-
f‘a“’w'”"‘ | . / o sl — _ddats
XK= ww&M Tawimb bt avd A Lo MJ&Q%
TM,M ciap, cois § . WMM”} 3 fo Mo

e X m-uw\\‘vw\ o, \m b&Yo:“W R 7) i
IOV I S G lln T w«'\q}w’%
LNWV\N“-' Lond w7 s csanted, wud\»—ew‘
/(\,.("w’\oﬂ« 2 MM‘] A ( ' '
Ky Srt i T e S S ey

Qe T A sy | s B iyt £t
VA lpanre A A b ) M}(\ﬂ ot
o Ko et outrstain, Sompuant pord

K A —( “+ Q"' of../CFM v ’T‘l‘\-(
T mpht T e
(\&M&u.} Lo o ety ot \ b Do o
2, N el & o AN o
T Lot ir o W Msw;‘a@w\,



Teasth- 2,0

e M{'m ’S@n{htw«r"-‘ T N a8 ey
S S oy o i s
U v

:C-— S wannacint \pak \Aﬁr_{_—-

A- 3 tows D‘*’\(vm‘t- — aala=aads
B w@:ﬂa\q;w;ﬁﬁhw_- Ducerplivt |
C- S purte (}”@-Lw-— JOA NN = T R0 T o
e A (= S Suu~ G- A -

Vs ot Qoonmd e woed An X bnckeTinc

v oditiwe Lo - W XWM

B ‘_C:r\hé\fvj:l..:\f\. N+ Lo
R - uw‘o\ s\f—ej(“W'\U\‘ gk v %'vw\
D= o\ Alsesas s \u\o-Q-\(\m\Mn\ﬁ{-) ?SW’\\L}J
oA A% A v (ol mvd{s-

™ ThlosmyWwedd 1\ ey -

Dﬂ = T E Aornty - Ewmw\wﬂnl\t\"\ .“[’ Tovw@\ :
\: E&SLW‘\:LB—-QA Tou\y WEUAY » w\\\ WRUAY JUG-N‘-\L i
a- Te s \E":\“‘J‘Q‘\ Vo = Yk ’\—‘ﬁ st Yo € rovned -4 -

N . ‘
= 02 T NManwwonde’ 3 ‘PHW’“‘{\M‘ \Aé\\h [ NIRENYAN \\T ~\\H\\J\J'f1{

~\"X S\.n. 1V S “G—Lmrﬂ\:}\ *\-«.;*.\*\fwﬂ'

1= Lot Viesvon
2 L ra + N EW\\,\S,- O 2 A e ﬁl

Re ‘%O-'\O-E/\l\ + (\\\\»A—"-\
e .P/l\-lkl\-t‘(ukh ' —Jrorw\\ vt tu f.S.SM\.OlS .



Choni g

C - DA A o d\w'\ M\:ALL\J

o \W\(YWMM%—urL s ottt .
Mﬁ B v Ldere Ouwesetnent -

W - M‘—i—-’ X\t \rMu'u'\w-'\ 4.‘&%1“\\/\ e A Mo Yoy L,f%sw-l,,_
| A - QMAMAMItmTcr;}vha_am Teem:
1= Usowegt 78 4 boe daserimtn o wnh e aw uh%i%&ﬁ .u;d,n
LyreRoeduns Lo\ "O—M\Mw\ﬂ' SASAIN LT W""Q“:”‘r‘{"*'"”'..'
v w?\‘ oy Ao O d\ww-l\, mvw\uﬁ & Aot —
sy dov M- fedle dbaag s alvtedts wreste iin
v v\ o \ Al Lps )
iy B Qw-u*-&vuﬂ&\ o.\‘wmcs\ A cnvann g — LN
- sy e ovege BN M 0b e v @\’\'\MP\ g )
ok SAM Cgwenive”
E T-lawe (o waediin ~\:.u.wi ®. 5a ZTEN gk i
- R W\ﬁm o Abek Adterns U\Mol-\.\f\'\ W%
Lot SE VOt ohy Lo § e | “\ R e
\ruJLQ«-\ c\vﬂ VM[W Wl A0 oty 87— T 1Y A e

COREEE ¢ G Lwrw\umwvbwvﬂ W) it
o) Qw\wbm’lb SESVTPVS N WO U PP VP PR IS

) Dt Qeisontd s 58 e — Woiea Caydn
VB ok N —TekaBib s K ke pai i



szas

- >
Urontt
tnet
'_'(S,ﬂ- Pou dadl t Oronrgas hava Comwoste 3 - Lamr - vilewtey.
\W\wa\'\‘ \wokfavh'wmﬁ{wl“\, Relov 4o ReSorm et dluhed
afAtr tho  Conservedidm . Mam dd - ~ Atordiead = Lok Nred .
eQul. A2 T Loarlun ol | 4 . |
{3 Q_Jr Tlobon: oty waikh & eane et dwszes
o 4 sufihidie T's weowmsels outloviel
: ftﬁw-:”:\h%\@,tvud,\ww e TRVEE
“ ‘“x (WA P4 packilss ohrowgq nartol \,mﬂ
o M'WJ et sy yaepudke vt il enuis,
C~ o X~ ook Qusy Swabbet Woohidh g»:tﬂﬁ% i Vedprao o
DE vau\\\ Mﬁ. R el yaw = uhnars st 2 A0sa e oot e
c)\MN-”\Ja o Qv uL‘JJLS‘““QVW‘ﬂL% ub\-\rafﬁ GAY L Gta wasdso
s ord A st Lowdpheo 2 — IR Wt wihrese 4o
C oA Mf\w\\. Letuva mf“\\%r\h\lﬁ\ W
Nooth - awyplee O3 Yewdiles

c UNSSES - \()”f"w Oy T, Qi vty selveol~ dowwn - -
Qccbm‘w i\ﬂ'bﬁ_wmr ‘M‘ %&G \w‘ll-' 'BAJM \Q,LM 6{' By 5 .M ‘Mk ‘_L\ “19‘\—1

o.w. \DW‘\QJﬂ—n \Q»r\-"w‘va/g M"ﬂw Lok BJ‘M
g‘w-)\b Koot Neamm: Queity X pnavroaeq oﬂ\o\rw&“*”&uﬂ bur A oy g
s Qe olkaye] e~ fg QUL \W\(m sy m("\"'\ 00
W\x«\&m\w <\oavim wa\\w%?s X tedvlr X, LMW
< omerrdh ATt \\*M 7 W
£ R & all Qore Ww\sww 1 oaly] Lrcd .
wwu\(bw»\—\oww\ e S W, o TG N

ks e ki sﬂmzwm w’f«m’g
U\Mrua\ (e 'L'{LJJ:( Q"M’) Hepsres ’ va‘\]



ﬁ’ C@AJ}MN\’\ ~

R T W (N Q\M\WQ\CWD-J{@W
\(wst\u\ﬁr\ S \(me{\x-ﬁ o e Aoanrannd
e owd bae WReri el Obpaions SRR - AL,
ok Ardn w{fi\ro—oh-\w-ﬁ N odanon— ok \Uch« ~ i

Wt s \omasg Tt w \(V-M\wm\rf WNM«—
&A\-\(&M"\ = WX MMM\“WWJ
e L S N
v S S Lo Sl
R %JW\ v our alilmely - w Wrm
\Qﬁ;?’ wwm"“\r% N et \BPV\%ﬂﬁ’l«
Aonded =2 sy,
\*k mﬂ[ JaJAﬂlt ASIA~ & Law oN T b cl‘“i‘“‘*"ﬁ“\""%:
o ey 1 Ao Lot gt
BAR LN l&l Pw”\' uf 1 ~oh wil\ wavey M.& K wy
P wee dan 1L
sl rw‘n‘ s For W Qe @k o sur L,
SR T 4 AN Y7 S S I VTS S VS

~

%M\M .

—_— =" R ————

C;n\,'/\n . ANy l_)'ﬁ"" “EA\\#. B BSVY (/5 = S M|



s o

et~ ‘W\% M\m MV\MI\TW
O W’“:Db\ \ L ‘1ij( LW‘_L@\J&VW qwmﬁ
BMM Bkvwﬂw U ouloeA M-\LMMW
TW*T\H\M’\‘\ el ""M"'\-l}?‘&”’_.—__—_-"“""“d“"&\

Wﬂ- Al e, oW 0o &W’éﬂrﬂhwﬂd@

‘- Rakedo et ok v = o i aredas e
Sraite gme posche. MT%MMNWIWL..
Do K\eA m‘\bj(-wmétw*-d—— »thuy P
S ﬂMLovﬂ‘MW\MBwMJ‘M
M\, At 3T Y N e Qremen WAL
7- Q‘QMM Mgy awhd ot ¢t ek b Koo
Dok iz prsvwdzdon (k. e heiedy qave Toved,
WA stk phond Brtners Uiy 4-4 | 4 4y whists
Yowd gesvend vy o), dad g cpn A
Dl it . ety SIN#(~ ] e Ao Lo
i Jhd “‘WWTQ"MWL\\ﬁchJmM‘
| S A e R
§_ | o e X gk A e 10—@95;“&,‘ froritoity |
\'é W udsA Navbid P\f)mww&wuu Learns
}wAMM\- — |
S= Gk Mk Ploo bty e vttt ol tans Mot frasta



