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Oar Haftorah for t h i s morning records one of the more fascinating 

chapters in the early history of our people* Four lepers who, in keeping 

with Biblical Law, were outside the camp of Israel , were hungry and found 

themselves near starvation. They decided that i t was no use to try to 

reenter the community, because famine reigned in the Land of Israel at the 

time* Instead, they decided to take their chances and proceed to Aram, 

what i s today Syria, and what was even in those days the sworn enemy of 

Israel* I f they k i l l us, they argued, we are no worse off than we are now; 

and i f they l e t us l i v e , why then we shall survive* As they approached the 

fortif ied c i ty of Aram, the Bible t e l l s us that G-d performed a miracle, and 

the sound of their approach was in the ears of the Syrians l ike that of a 

great army on the march* The Syrians were dumbfounded by the thought that 

the Israel i te king might have hired Hit t i tes and Egyptian mercenaries do 

do them battle* Thereupon the Syrians panicked, and leaving Aram in the 

middle of the day upon a moment's notice, they a l l f led and deserted the 

c i ty . When the four lepers entered the ghost c i t y , they f i l l e d themselves 

with what they found and then they said to each other, we do not do right to 

care only for ourselves for yom besorah hu» v'anu mach'shim — today i s a 

day of good t id ings , and shall we be s i lent? As patriotic I srae l i t e s , they 

returned to the Land of Israel and notif ied the guard at the gate that he 

should t e l l the king that they alighted upon Aram and v'hinei eia sham ish 

ve'kol adam — behold there i s no man there, neither the voice of a human 

being, ki im ha-sua assur* ve'ha-chamor assur» v'ohalim ka-aaher hemah — 

but the horse i s t ied to the stain, and the donkeys are t i ed , and the tents 

are as they were* Aram has suddenly been deserted and i t i s the perfect 

time for an Israel i te attack against i t s mortal enemy* In this manner the 

four lepers were instrumental in achieving a victory of Israel over Syria* 

This story i s an interesting recollection from the Jewish past* But 
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i f i t i s included as a Heftorah which i s read « d re-read every year, 

thenAit must have ramifications for a l l times and i t must have a special 
A 

relevance for us ©f th i s day. Indeed, I believe that i t s message i s most 

appropriate t© us ©f 1961• 

Inere comes a t ins in the l i fe of a wander the l i fe of a people^ wham 

he or i t realises that the day i s a yom besorah, a day of t idings, a day 

when an ixaportaat message makes him restless urging hi® to speak out. 

At a time of th i s sort , when he feels impelled to say something signifi-

eant and urgent to the world, he has no right to be silent and to 

suppress the message which rest lessly s t i r s within him. And one of the 

major things that we of our age must talk about, expose, and bring to 

the attention of the world i s this* that our l i fe has become such that 

ki im ha~sus assur* ve'ha-ehamor assur. v'ohalin ka~asher hemah — 

everything seems to be functioning smoothly, there i s every evidence of 

"business as usual® m» but unfortunately, y'hinei in sham ish vs'kol 

ada» — the man i s missing; the voice of humanity i s absent. The whole 

machinery of l i fe and society seems to be so well lubricated but at the 

center we do not find the humaneness| there i s no feeling of compassion. 

There i s no voice of protest raised against injustice. 

Our society i s essentially based upon the pattern of Aram — a 

deserted ghost c i ty . Everything seems to be functioning smoothly* 

communications and transportation, business and finance, universities 

and laboratories — but at the core; v'henei ein sham ish ve*kol adam ** 
' • ' " • " • " ' ' "'• • • - • — • • • - • • - f '""1 ." •" " ' 11 in 

instead of the warm heartbeat of individual human beings, there is only 

the grinding of gears and the hum of electronic machines. One of the 

basic ills of contemporary society is that it is so thoroughly 

mechanized that it has become dehumanized. The individual human being 

has been depreciated. Man as such has become depersonalised and has 
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been reduced to a cog in a tremendous machine. We no longer think In 

terms of Individuals! we think of individuals only as l i t t l e un i t s of 

socie ty . Hi do not conceive any longer of p a t i e n t s , but of hospi ta l 

beds. e do not concern ourselves filth hungry children, we count t he 

number of mouths we must feed. We f a l l t o consider the unfortunate 

victim of an accident , and his wl&jw and orphansi he i s only one of the 

casualty ra te e&tfasMaPaisy • Man has been reduced to a s t a t i s t i c , a 

thing* 

Sven in the ideological sense, the lsh and the kel adam have been 

banished from l i f e . For the l a s t three hundred years , since the onset of 

the modfera e r a , a mechanistic philosophy has been dominant. According to 

th i s philosophy a l l the world i s a machine, of which a l l pa r t s function 

un t i l they run down. BJven man I s a machine — and he does what he does 

because he must d© i t , because he has no choice, because man i s a 

creature of habit and circumstance and necess i ty . He may think that he 

dees what he wants to dot in t r u t h , however, he does I t because he must 
• 11 KiMiiiin *" w m win 1 mm 

do fcfc and not otherwise. Man i s not rea l ly a free agent; he i s only 

another screw in the great machine of the universe. He must function in 

his capacity mechanically, j u s t l ike the a a s # and chamor and olahim. He 

has l o s t h i s humanity, Ids freedom. And as a r e su l t of t h i s mechanistic 

philosophy which has banished human freedom, people have become confirmed 

In t h e i r i r r e spons ib i l i ty and have learned to coat i t with a respectable 

veneer of sophistry and sophis t ica t ion . 

In a world of t h i s sor t , a l l Jews must recognize a yom hesorah, a 

time when the i r message i s of the utmost importance i f the humanity of 

man i s to be salvaged. I s r ae l dare not be s l e n t . I t must proclaim for 

a l l the world that man was created in the Image ©f 0*4, tha t he i s a 

thinking and feeling human being, not a t h ing | tha t i t i s not t rue tha t 
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ha i s jus t a l i t t l e mors advanced than the animals — ra ther , he i s but 

" l i t t l e lower than the angels.*1 Hun, I s r a e l must teach the world, i s 

unique. Every individual human being i s absolutely i r rep laceable . These 

are the good t id ings t h a t we must t h i s day pronounce for a l l the world to 

hear, fe must •**£& the value of man up to i t s former d i m i t y • 

The h i s to r i c t r i a l tha t i s new taking place i n Jerusalem has 

fortunately gone b&^ond the question of merely what to do with one man 

who i s the greates t murderer of a l l t imes . T ~ i l V The proceedings 

are beginning to turn on the crime, ra ther than the criminal* All the 

material 5s now present for a great lesson for our generation, the 

generation that has grown up and matured af ter the wars a new Insight 

into man and h i s capacity for depravity and decadence. One would think 

that t h i s impact would h i t the world l ike a ton of b r i c k s . Instead, 

ki Iw ha-SUB assur . vefha«chamor assur . v'ohalim ka-asher bemah. Every-
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thing functions normally, the buses run and the elevators go, the radio 

b la res^ and the te levis ion records , newspapers are read and stock i s 

exchanged — v 'h lne i ein sham ish ve*kol adam, but the humanity of man 

which should^rise to new heights of indignation, has remained essent ia l ly 

muted. A mass c i rcula t ion magazine has even begun to complain tha t the 

news from the t r i a l has become boring. 

And l i s t e n to t h i s most amassing example of •'business as usual" t M ®~ 

report from the ^ I t e s n i t o j r i ^ l S ^ ^ * ^ °̂ @ would have expected tha t with 

the revelat ion anew of the t e r r i b l e depth t o which our culture has 

descended, a cul ture ra ised in Chris t iani ty and in Christ ian concepts 

and categor ies , t h a t the of f ic ia l s of the Church would bow the i r heads 

in shame and acknowledge t h e i r pa r t i c ipa t ion even i f i nd i r ec t , in the 

gu i l t for these crimes. I f not an open confession, one might at the 

vary l eas t have expected a sense of humili ty. Instead, the Vatican*s 

o f f ic ia l newspaper had nothing be t t e r but in the same mentis of the 
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t r i a l to reveal tha t Ti tus , the Kenan general who destroyed the Holy 

Temple and ravaged Jerusalem in the year 70, f e l t tha t the Jewa deserved 

the i r punishment, and that he was the instrument for t he i r destruction* 

"The Jewish people were so obvioasly struck by Divine punishment that i t 

Ml indeed have been m impious action t o spars them from destruction*11 

To whieh ' 'Osssrvetwe EonaneM edds wisely and sagely tha t ths^ know what 

the sin of a l l Jews was? the re ject ion of the Christ ian witness and 

faith* i t the vary t i n s t h t t off ic ia l Chris t iani ty should recognise 

•r shsr© In the r s spoas iMl i ty for the horror and the shame of ths 

- t i e t h century, thsy re-warm rand re-hash the old theological nonsense 

»fc has caused so MM anguish In the world, which has stained so many 

pages of history with innocent Jewish bloodi The same horses, the same 

donkeys, the same t en t s — but there i s no human man, the vcioe of 

humanity i s ' l ack ing in the Vatican* 

At I tiiEe of t h i s so r t , when sen sat iona l i s t magssinas are bored and 

whsn pious journals are snickering, the State of I s rae l has a sacred 

%oric duty to recognise tha t jom baserah bu, v'anu mach'ahim, tha t i t 

has an urgent message to t e l l the world end tha t i t dare not draw a 

cur ta in of si lence over i t s e l f $ that no matter how unwilling the world i s 

to l i s t e n , i t r»ust d r i l l i t in again and again l ike the proverbial drop 

of water which ultimately forms a hole in the rock. I t must remind the 

world of i s h , of humaneness* Throughout Jewish h i s to ry , w© have been 

the ones t o wake up the ^orld to the messais of humanity. From the time 

of Moses of whom i t i s said va-yiffen koh va-khoh va-yar Id ein isn — 

that he looked h i ther and yon and saw tha t there was no man — and 

the re fere he became the man to e ^ c u t e jus t i ce and righteousness — u n t i l 

the times ot the rabbis of the Mishnah who proclaimed that be'maleom 
— m i n i l I I .m i 

she-ein Ish,. hlshtadel l i -heyot isfa, in a nlaee where there i s no man. 

you must become tha t man, Jews have recognised tha t where others are 
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remiss in the i r humaneness we ©hall asser t our*4$|ptoMI|& * How appropriate 

a task for the State of I s rae l which t h i s week celebrated I t s th i r t een th 

bir thday. Thirteen years i s the time when t r ad i t iona l ly a young lad 

becomes an i sh mm a man. On t h i s bar mltgvah year of the State of I s r a e l , 

i t too must proclaim for the world the message of i s h . 

The second lesson t o emerge from t h i s h i s to r i c t r i a l i s t ha t without 

fl-d, without Torah, without an ideal higher than man himself, man can be 
t 

reduced to a w r y cljVer robot who w i l l k i l l and murder e f f ic ien t ly as par t 

of "obedience•" He wi l l be able t o s i t behind the desk, and with complete 

pol i teness to secre ta r ies and underlings and c a l l e r s , as par t of h i s 

"orders" and "d i sc ip l ine , " calmly press a button which wi l l seal the doom 

of thousands and mil l ions of h i s fellow men* In other words, i t has 

revealad to u s , t o our new generation, tha t modem man has something 

rot ten and mean in h i s soul , the t 1 I -Me kind of being who can allow 

"business as usual" in u t t e r disregard of the sancti ty of i sh , and 

without ever l i s t en ing to kol adasu 
i n i i m i um ii mi • < 

Up Orthodox Jews In a world of t h i s so r t , teve a h i s to r i c responsi­

b i l i t y , e must break out ©f the bonds of our usual discord and wake up 

our fellow Jews and through them the world. We must educate — f i r s t our 

own Jews, md afterwards a l l others — that unless the Divine Image f i l l s 

the human form, then man i s be t t e r off dead than a l i v e . Ve must teach 

a l l humanity that i f you take the word i sh , man, and Utk»»"»«*it, the middle 

l e t t e r , jud — *amkd stands for 0-6 — what you have l e f t i s : esh — a 

consuming f i r e , whether i t be the powerful f i r e of the crematorium or 

the cataclysmic f i re of the nuclear bomb. Through every available means, 

through school and through paper, through journal and through speech, 

through friendship and through eJHWupXe, we must teach the Torah way of 

l i f e , which in pract ice for Jews and in i t s idea ls for a l l people, can 

alone bring back to man a sense of dignity which comes from the 
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Tzellem Rlohim, the Divine Image in which he was created. YOBI besorah hus 

v*anu roach*shin* We must teach our fellow Jews both the grandeur of our 
Hull in ill M L . I . . . . I I m i •• i III Tim 

own heritage &n& alas the danger of a secularised, G-d mi cu l tu re . We 

must t e l l them tha t i f they want to ass imi la te , l e t them f i r s t know the 

kind of world into which they are assimilating* a sick, sick cu l tu re , 

the v&ry cradle in which Hasism was nursed and weaned. For men wh© r*»*-y 

believed in G-d could never l e t "orders" by mere creatures transcend such 

very basic and fundamental r e l ig ious pr inc ip les as "Thou shal t not murder." 

A misguided re l ig ious bigot wi l l k i l l individuals in a rage of passion. 

But cold, white co l l a r , wholesale murder with sc i en t i f i c efficiency i s 

possible only in a secular society in which G-dlessnesa has allowed sclenee 

to develop into deadly channels. 

There i s a nega, a plague, in the soul of modern man, man whose sue 

an^i skamor and ohalim era cared for , but whose heart i s in d isarray, whose 

s p i r i t i s in chaos, whose soul suffers from sickening cynicism, whose 

core of ish has been ob l i t e ra ted , who i s l ike the ghost c i tys only a ghost 

of a man. And our Sidra t e l l s us the one effect ive procedure for him who 

suffers a nega, and tha t i s i ve'huva e l ha~kohea — he sha l l be brought t o 

the p r i e s t . Ve must bring suffering man back t o Terah, back to G-d, back t o J 

sense of the sacred. For the nega of our times i s a disease of the soul and 

a plague of the s p i r i t . 

I f the State of I s r ae l i s to serve i t s h i s to r i c dest iny, then i t must 

assume the role of i s h . On the year of i t s bar mitavah, i t must attempt t© 

achieve re l ig ious maturi ty. Diplomacy, mil i tary marches on Independence Bay, 

a l l t h i s i s good and wells, but t h i s i s not the essence of the destiny of 

I s r a e l . I s r ae l must now r i s e to i t s f u l l h i s to r i c s ta ture and begin t o 

f u l f i l l the re l ig ious role which destiny gave i t . There i s no doubt t ha t 

re l ig ious ly speaking, I s r a e l has made mistakes in the p a s t | only one wh© i s 
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blind will deny that* But* like the proud father next to his bar mitzvah SOB, 
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we recite over Israel the Barukh she-petarani —« blessed i s G-d who has l e t us 
M l I mil .« I I i I) ' I ' lmii*-il l mil Hi n n « 1 

survive those years of immaturity and weakness and mistake* Us now turn to 

tha future, a future whieh Israel must return to i t s sacred origin* 

The good wishes go out from the hearts of a l l dews to the State of Israel , 

Idke the young lad who* as his f i r s t mitsvah* learnA to lay his t e f i l l i n , so 
V w # tan; - - H I - mm**-< i, iiliwn n •>! mm * 

do we wish Israel the blessings of tef i l l in* dust as the t e f i l l in consists of 

two parts, the she! yad (the part that i s wound on the hands) and the 

shel rosh (the part that is wound on the head), ao do we hope that Israel will 

be strong in hand and dedicated in mindj that security and strength will be 

within i t s borders, and that dedication of mind and soul to Almigfrty 0-d will 

be i t s religious greatness. In i t s dual capacity as a strong and peaceful 

nation and as a holy and noble people, may the State of Israel relay i t s 

message to a l l the world, that the G-d who dwells in i t s midst has given 

every man the Divine Image, and that ev&ry human being must assert the ish 

within him and articulate the kol adaro, the voice of humanity which Q-d 

granted him* For today i s a yom besorah, a day of proclamation of t h i s 

great message, on th is day we shall not be silent* 

and in return, in the words of the Grace* ha-raehaman yevasser lanu 
w w —nn n mi) '. « iwiimiiiimiiiimBiii . . . . . . in I I I I 1 n.i m ...nil i IMIII 

besurot tovet, yeshuot ve'neehamot - the a l l merciful G«d will proclaim to us 

good tidings, tidings of salvation and consolation* Amen* 


