“Spirituality” (spty)—RCA—May 7, 2006
Revised May 4

A. TuM
1. 1spk as advoct of TuM. I confess TuM by itslf=intellcly excitg
& cultrly broadenng—BUT incomplete. Need t add St-Isr;
n"ox3; & SPY. W-o it--dry/passionlss/w-o innr exprnc

Stdnts’ complnt: Study Talm etc, OK, but need “food f soul”
oW N0 — possibility that Torah study is a compulsive
immersion which reflects a need to avoid confronting the self
(from Elyakim Krumbein, prep’d f Orthx Forum,” March 06)

B. What is Spy?
4. Spty >w". Requirs >conscious awarenss Omniprsnt Sovrgn, &
reesolv t live by Hs rules, but innr partcp’n, awarnss Transcndt
& quest f self-transcndnc
5. Spty=not rise > halc minutia, but >innr grossnss/materlsm
/hedonism /concupiscenc. Thus: conscousness of the divine

C. Spy for Everyone?
6. Is everyone capabl Spy?—YES! Is essnc ' naax & TNY: 7278
nmom n°yav.Also: 1in o'wn1p. Part ths mx»n = Hal’c, normtv;
not necy Spl. However, is entrée to Spty.

D. Spy Types
7. Diffrnt types Spty:rabbne¢/normtv—esp in prayer 13-
0w VR WA ... MYAT WD 1372 PO X D9onen R-n'Y nWw v'w
N9HNA 79T NN NAWAN INWNY TV IMR MTN0T MAWRT 9 0N 17D
PAW OWYR SWIRY 070N QWY 1 ). WA 9N 2192 12T 1 19RD 2w
9w A9 NN MAWAT MVWDHNIY? DY 1AW TV DN?5N2 1PN 02771207
X237 NSYRY 2 DI 1A . (as per Maimondes’ N awan muwani.)
On an even more unusual level:
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RHV-—Try for 713, not m...spl overlay of evry Mtzvah; (this
= worshp by Abrhm; So evry sacred deed is accompnd by
sacrd/SPRTL thought... NVRTHLESS: RHV — nrows mamd

8. Didn’t use(But on an easier, more accessible level,
11391 : tht actions precede intentn—so ynwn Awvl...Iadd: so

explain 7wy1 71 927 WX 93 —bec 2d ynwi > 1%, bec incld Sptl)

Has’c Spty: 3 elmnts; 1st — mpaT—varyg defntns (ecstsy, etc)
ORI Wl NMoY; Also spurious ecstasy (R. Dov Baer)
2d: self-abngation (v 210°2). Maggid: 1"8=""1X slf-transcnc,
not slf-fulfllmnt
3d: Kab & Has emphszd 170 5w n1»°19 . R.Yaakov Yosef
crtque n1"n flack nvmId. But no one advocatd nm1d w-o 0WwD...

E. Contemporary Spy

9. “New Age” mystcsm—Roseanna/Maddona:m =sprt/wind!

10. is spl hedonism: massage mind,y " of sprtz, magic—bec no
depth/hstry/duties/Tor. Just slf-indulgnc, totally anthrpocntre
New Age=junk-food spty . Bamboozing the public

11. Dorothy Parker: “On the surface, that is very profound, but
deep down it is quite shallow”

12. Yet can’t simply dismiss it. Is a metaphyscl hungr not satisfied
classcl tradl religions. Innr emptnss. Viktr Frankl: “noogenic
vacuum”. Qur fault too!—noisy shuls/no ernestnss/no search

13. Bt: mst serious phenom’n:p"p2an--p1p ,2%%72,7"2n
Search f Spty, not only Halakha.. Past, Rel Zm collectv
goals— 9" "X 2. Tod—indvdlzd exprnc (as in USA)

F. Non-theistic Spy

14. Non-Tor Spty first confrontd by X" (story by RHV) who
banishd visionary who correctly describd a mystical dream by
the Gaon 2 weeks earlier, on the grounds man was melancholic
not motivated by study of Torah (3"790 5y X" X121)

15. Spty w-o rel (even Scholem) — mystcsm (esp spty) w-o Gd=just
“feel good™ exercs:good therpy; If nothg transcndnt, wht’s Spy?




G. Limitations on Spy
16. Some educators unhappy: > anarchy, approve premarital sex

(smacks of Sabbatianism?)
IF TIME:
T ATV ANNY PR RWI D3 TARY...NM0R 0 ooy 9 - n'o naw
YR 10 2"Va MYYL MR 7OPDW M anT JInn Huand n"a wR n'n
navpa "n°a HXw— demonstrates practical approach of Hasm: cn’t
alwys attain Spty, s must nvr abandn Hal if no Spty

H. Modesty in Spy
17. True J spy=not smply 217 210" ,n1awai MUWsNi ,woIT NMIoNwA
only in mMy1¥ — Thus Kotzk on 319931 w31 *nowa 0w *92
18. No X111, only modesty. My prejde wddings brd/groom
revolv). True SPY does nt flouish in Frummr than thou atmsphr
19. So—must supplmnt. TuM=just the beginng. Must add: ,>"n
n"HR2 MEA Y90 M¥Na P1TRT MR MR YR nank& SPTY!

I. Finally: The Heights-- Internalizing Spy

20. --n"2 77 1010 "M
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n»R now asks: if ¥"2* so great tht bird... what can one say of
their tchr Hillel? Ans: nothg external: he internalzd all.

FINALLY:
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