NORMAN LAMM MARCH S5, 1967

THE LITHUANIAN LUMINARIES
II, R, HAYYIM OF VOLOZHIN

INTRODUCTION: Ikl

Re ARYEH COHEN,~RABBI=-VOLOZHIN, WAS VISITING HOME WEALTHY R,ISAAC,
NOT SOCIAL. RATHER,- NO ONE ELSE TOWM HAD "SHAS", whebeas REBECCA,
WIFE R,ISAAC, BROUGHT HIM ONE AS PART DOWRY. R.ISAAC PLEADS W

R.ARYEH (Shaagat Aryeh) TO GO HOME --WIFE GOING INTO LABOR,
ASHAMED CRY OUT.... THIS WAS @ND NIGHT SHAVUOT 1749 ....
RABBI: DON'T WORRY : IT WILL BE A GOOD CHILD"™ === R.HAYYIM VLOZHINER!!

J WORLD THEAN -~ ugcertainty & instability: b, 100 yrs after Chmelnickis;
same day GCraf Pototzki killed; 80 years after Sbbatian heresy;
14 yrs after "revelation" BESHT; midst bitter polemic w Hasidism,

BIOCGRAPHICAL:

a.
b.

Ce

"Wealthy" family : ;

Student R,Raphael Hamburger, R.Aryeh Cohen, All of Talmud & Commntries
by age 22, Then: DISCIPLE GAON OF VILNA

First Rabbinic positionsWILKOMIR -=- no salary, woolen factory,
Competitors angry, seek trip him up = AV HARACHAM]M=LUACH...

So, after 1 yr,, leaves for VOLOZHIN, Later used to warn students...

VOLOZHIN: small town, but RH paternal, gaining reputésion.

also revea}s G-type brilliance, SIORY - RH d}ggualiﬁies man applyng

TZDKAH bec he possesses 200 guilden, & Sh.,A./MISHNAH:poor=less 200,

Man furious:who cares Mshnah,where in Torah 20077 RH: 9’732 =19911

SO0==INSIGHT, Shortly after death G.,1797, story DER KRIEMER ==

Sephardi-- Govt spy contrabrand...ALL LITHUANIA: [N 5\3 ah
*Y 3

PRIMAR 'Ts THE YESHIVAH (after hs death called "
Began w 10 studentssHE SUPPORTED OWN POCKET (Wll-t-do){hﬂtwAQQAXNdw
THEN: OPEN LETTER about 1802, ﬁdlwxrvﬂg

RELATIONSHIP GAONs sons G & studentss:RH LEADING DISCIPLE

But not usual manner, Rather: a yr., stay 2=3 months,..
RHts REVLRE) R _CAON (as n of RH):

¢ Boewdy R . P

e e

& epared to travel to the Gaon. I said = #uy
- to Father, "I too want to journey to tlhe Rabbi,n : e
Father was overwhelmed, and said whilst trembling, e ¥
"You too want to travel to the Rabbi?" I too became ;
frightened, but nevertheless I kept to my wish and e
stated, "Yes, I wish to do so." Father hesitated,
but finally he agreced, and we went off. As we were
on our way, I notliced Father's face, and behold he
turned pale because of fear and trembling. As the
wagon drew closer to Vilna, Father's face became
" €ven more pale., By the time we came to Vilna, it
@ Was difficult to recognize him. Apgaln he turned to
% ‘mc and lnquired, trembling, "You too want to go to
the Rabbi?" I gathered myself together and said,
#/e3.," As we were standing at the door of the chamber
% OL the Gaon, his knees actually quaked out of awe -
48  for his teacher...and once more he inquired of me, '
W8 MYou LoQ want to go ‘9?"...Thu8 did we enter the -
. Chamber of chc-Gaou.x = 3 e —
_ RN 3.7 " st 2N

“’ . ~¢.¢
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R.HAYYIM OF VOLOZHIN 2=

i. TRUE, BRILLIANCE G OVERSHADOWED RH. BUT 1921, R,KO0OK (100th Yahrzeit

RH): RH_" D"THE GAON..+.sso.. both practically & theoretically....
SO NOT TRUE (Louis Ginzberg):GsLASI GREAT __THEOQOLOGIAN RABBNC JSM

Jeo SHARED MA

AL TICS w G: ASCETIC BENT: dedfication TRUTH
&r bow AUTHOS ’A_j { INT CTTON# THANKS AL R
~ that men's opinions are not. tdon;lcal and "bot

B

|

\ these and these are the words of the living Godj "
l" plunggu that He direct our hearts to render a ¢
. Torah,
p, blessed be He, for the sake of His seal of

3 th, may tHe open our eyes to fiad tie wii of f
,3fT-‘1n Tqrah_which 1‘ clll

e, ;nd Conctdered~his_opinxona suiftctonc bc
| £or practdesl action, a8 %¥ ‘they were rcndcred by the Rishonl-

33

. in immediate post-Talmudic.times. "It is forbidden for 2
student to accept his teacher's words if he finds them

i . ] "
deficient, for at times the truth is with the student.

When, in the interests of objectlve truth, we disagree witn
n, |

'a teacher or with famous autliis, we are engaging in a
" ’ . y ¢ e i 1
w22 wQne ought not have any personal regard for

"holy war.
J Eany man (i.e., submission to authority), but only love the |«
ltruth...on condition [that we sit] in the dust of thelr %
‘iect i.e., with humility and modcsty."36 It is this

1ntL~Lcccuul integrity and respect for the truth as he 8saw

it that characterized R. Hayyim's own religious thought and

tas methodology and educational philosophy which he intro-

_duced into the Yeshivah of Volozhin.

-"NOTHER MINOR CHRACTRISTIC SHARED w GAON: DISTRUST MEDICINE & BOCTORS!
Once when sick= family prevails:old Chrstian MD, RH:You know, I

don't believe medicines.,. MD;effective only if believe in them
as believe in Jesus, EﬂzTHAI_a_JUSI_IHE_EQINT....

ko CHARACTER: Marvelous, warm, kind -=- “"GOLDEN HEART", R,ISAAC:
~ purpose life -- to do good to others ,J‘),\/,[‘F,,.)/*
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1, MA4BR=WORKS:
*RESPONSA == only few, reveal great brilliance, method of G (E(QN\\CIM
FESH HA=- Meeoso 1st ed:1824 (3 yrs after death); 7 jds in
50 years; ethico-Kabbalistic - pithy classical Rabbinic Jsm

*wh :o little? - all rest an_n_t_g_:gt__f‘_i_r_g destroyed Volozhin (\3)§)

a 10::
‘.‘!—Lmhm n, he Chdrac

. ! :Mb AQAVI_C‘_:
%

aever aill C nmit
B cocer ys&:wnf?{LL“ﬂjuy‘towar’j another Person to 5
“?.4 person With lm)uc 5:§’LCluJLnLy never answear aﬂutnef )l
¥ 4 Wan can attaip £.. t ) For by MEaAns of tolerance [ANEE
Pl e ?jkfi ore cnun by all the haruh;ﬁr”
yer dg oo o f; G‘:L~‘L be dcceptable to peop] >?
- 1 < exsxvoiy ln idle con l o8

-uti auy Lnd;VLU‘JuL AL‘\’(\!I bC‘ v‘\'lSGLLU)

asree L;..‘]r“yq and r the rirs t to e
Lw.)()nu Cal . ' 22 L_end,,
QQWera anotucr ma mLy Never pe aUOhLy

h 1n any mattg er 5
M m m - el fOL Wnlcn a man's f:.#

2 ax1»4 - “\A\‘
III. THE YESHIVAH' EDUCATIONAL

ithuania not only poor, but also wide ignorance. e xean
B %nfluence of Gaony-- st;tus of scholarship but ngt_actually :ning

: ¥ - - .(-"'.;'1:..-~ o | [, -5 R & A
dlyt was one or tne f;rs; students of R. Hayyim and remem

VLVlQLy the founding of the Yeshivah, writes, in his old age,;\

the House of the Lord wag ecstablished by the.
the Lord, our holy Rabbi, 14V the world was
actually void and formless, for even the name 1
was as yet unknown in the world, or what it is
@4s dbout and what one does there. The idea of the
u1blic study of the Torah was Likewise unknown, for

the world was desolate of Torah, and even the books
B of tic Talmud were completely unavailabie except to
) the chosen cew, che {ampusdxich. Even in thg synagegues
tbatfed ha-mldrash] of the larpe towns a complete sect
e Or tie Yalnmud coud not be found, for there was no need
Ti Of it _since hardly anyone was cnjaged in [the study of
g TorahJ. During the first ‘year that the House of the
i Loxd was founded in Volozhin, 1 saw many merchants who

Cr A went out of their way in order to pass 0/ Volozhin, to
G wiaat a Yeshivah is all about and what one does there. o
' An; when :hcy saw that scveral teas of :rggu Torah
& cholars were Sitting and studying all nignt witna
B ‘emaztane as oleQUunubb Lh;y wondored and narvelcd e
. - &t thuam much, 121 el 3
: Nrﬂh*f h
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IV.

R.HAYYIM OF VOLOZHIN -l -

c. Final ach'v't- no less than historic. BXAXEKXXXNXXIOONX xXb%(\(ixJ\M(x
For one century = greatest Yesh world, spawned dozens others

de RH critique private enterpriuse- academic individualism of teachers
e, VOL YESHV: a FORMAL school; not just LOCAL (1st such 150 years);

SIZE: RH 50-100/R,ISAAC 200/NETZIV 250 offcly,400 unoffcly

f. RH CONBIBRED HIMSELF PRIMARILY:EDUCATOR: PRI IR NIVE
His form of educ = complete, not just unrelated information
Although no formal MUSAR studies.,. strived for it thru Torah
studies aiming at jinculcation of MIDOT TOVOT. Are very imp
in school, SIORY teach ch Hebrew, 2 yrs know only 3 words:BVAKASHAH,
TODAH,SLICHAH. So send Israel school, 2 yrs later = know
all Hebrew =- except 3 words:BVAKSHA,TODAH,SLICHAH

ge EDODCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY:
T.METHODOLOGY GAON: - % [1v20 or A Y saim at @o B
strive only for _»MNj ;3 intellectual masochism re: FauN .

2, NO IDBCTISM: Hearing over Sﬁ?ing; CHAVRUTA system

( OlE”WN:i—Jﬁ TN s R Pyt ) ,
3. TEACHER=STUDENT R IP: warmth & humilty --mv\\e\t\nvwﬂb -
4,
5

N 1GR ” S eV AN P NY( (so:d.B.)
2 bﬂiss ox ngéNgan 1-no }efuge for embittered

. GREATEST PRINCIP Y, thus: Gy Mgy, > 7 iy p > Sw
SO: D™ AN, INSTITUTED MISHMAR...hiMself on Sabbath eves,,.
6DIGNITY AR: now IWN - T ,Ynoylonger /A Qo
0 S

thus: stipends, no more A
YET: qg\ﬁggg_&igg§§; aristocracy w-o arrogance);nvkﬂnanq
NO WONDER BIALIKY ‘oNlItDANQ) 33(\h A

MITNAGDISM AND THEOLOGYs

a, NEVER SIGNED BAN (so:USED G's INS Iml)
not refer Has'm as _n> ; only ) 25_p N

b. RH rejected both extremes, Accepted Has'c students in Yesh

ce. IAN as first Hasfc gesture reconciliation; NH as RH resp?nse.
Both looked upon w suspicion by extremejsts (;]ﬂgx:YUU BEAT UP MY FATHE

de MOST ANNOYING to RH: VOSN ) NRC & PR UES gL NN 1A

WRY7 Aten't they trivia? Ans: encompass fyndamentals
e. LATE PRAYING.

Has: Besht - dawn, R.Levi Ytzhk Brdtchver, R.Michel Zlotchov;P'schysche
reasons: KAVANH vs KEVA, KAVANAH fr we=i, can't requlate....
RH_: eruption of pneumatic, sumberge normative, Records Has'm
who thought forbidden (1) pray Minchah till &fars out!
So, KAVANAH & DEVEKUT overwhelm actual MITZVAH., If necessary,
ignore ZEWAN i-o acheieve KAVANAH. BUT: LEADS t ABSURDITY:
eat MATZAH w KVNAH on Rosh HSHNA; SHOAFR=PESACH3;LULAV=YK

fo MEDITATION UNCLEAN PLACES,
Has, Immanentism =="IF so, sanctity cosmos uniformly, Thrfleceeceeoe
RH . Halakhah NOT uniform; pluralistic, But isn't God uniformly

present universe? So: LNONIR 3 -- HIS SIPE=ngond
human contemplationS whereas o159 213 wn a v ‘

RESULT ( for us too)s SEAL OFF PRACTICE OF HALAKHAH fr THEOLOGY

6. Despite oppositi Has'm, his critique;MODERATE, m er;URBANE
Contrast GAON- couldn't denoince OF TEN ENOUGH (STORY:WISE=-oftn,not enog

—— e
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V. TORAH,
a, His GREATEST THEME =-=PART IV of NH, its climax

b, Mishnah:
c. Tor RH.

gj;= 9 dJ3 A2l --rcvd most radical formultn by RH
: T=mystcally, aspec

Fl Existed before Gd's

revelation in Creation,.. T=chief value existencejits realiz'n
continued existence cnsmné depend T

D. Thus, HASM: TT every day; RH = all day

= _purpose existence; and

B Tola.,

€. T vs MTZYOT: debate from days R,Akiva & R.Tarphon thru M,A.

/Te

£
fo T & PstHasm:P over T, RH: T. ask: Guf_;j_\ﬂ_lilbk__'.:‘”“ ‘:‘_'Z_

Ans: before Sinai ( =~N'2Y ~ A INV), Nows: TORAH

)/J,
P ppa

2
:cl&'
.

follows fr T over Mtzvot);

also includes Functional; more than intllctual pastime:

LR lwf
So: for sake divine keimg quality Torah, to whch COGNTV=0ONLY Y

# Scripture has said,

B 1c."’9 Let man thercrore establish in
% his heart and know in his mind that if
#8 he were drowning in a mighty river and

Hasm:Naturalized T as part all M; RH: f -®yup m& JANA)IIN

RH: TT dual function - teach do M, & itself a
Torah is whole, of which M=partsj;they derive KDUSHAH fr T ...

9. MOTIVATION, TL: 3 definitions:s *FUNCTIONAL= __A/2Y/ wT 3NnIT
s *DEVOTIONAL - sake g-d7ﬂmn%szlave Gd/Hasm:devekut=-ecstasy
Q

*RHSCOGNTIVE = =8 )a s ¢

-ty

(8 S NN
E b AN

" ) i TN

“"'v')v.'l‘" SN Pl

wIt [Torah) is a
tree_of life to those who take hold of

§ Saw before him a strong tree, certainly
he would make every effort to take hold S
©f and cling to it with all his strengtiige
ot letting go of it even for a moment , S
Bince his life hangs only on this, who |,
Buld be so foolish as not to understand
Ehat if he were lazy even for a moment
8nd loosened his hold that he would drown
dmmediately., So is the Holy Torah called
@@ "Tree of Life," for only during the :
g Bime cthat a man is scized with the love
® Of it, and enpages and meditates in it
g Fegulariy, docs he live a true higher life,
nd is bound up and attached, as it wele
S - - -

R

_the Life of the Worlds, blessed be ¥ 8

s Name, for the Moly One blesséd he
and His Torah are one. And 1

¥R Heaven forfend, he rejects his study

sand abandons its regular pursuit, in G
g @Xcder to engage in the follies and plecas= B%
g@UTes of the world, he is removed and cut | S
Bf from the higgar life and drowas in -

e evil wacters,80

DU —

i

h, WRONC MOTIVATION,T=SH=) :tHASM = strongly opposed, RMM Lubavitch=-

on Has'm, Thus, MUST have experience while study'g

opposed didputatious. BUT: NOT DISCOURAGE TT
@ftain proper motive: 2p (i~ (R DA L REAS OGNS
o 5 . - B 2 i =87

LUE TT......C



VI.

bbnc Jsm

R.HAYYIM OF VOLOZHIN ==

CONCLUSION:

a, What RH give to Borld, pogsterity?

b. Founded great Yeshivah,Mother all others 19=20 centuries;
Thus = Fpunding Father all Yeshivot

\___—-*

C. Ag educator not only built & administered schools, but also
created revolution in philbsophy J education

de A Lithuanian Mitnaged, disciple_Caon, who yet rose to respond
to conciliatory gestures Has)m, ushered in irenic era

e. Brilliant theologian, philoospher Halakhah, who ysed Has'm
as foil to propose broad & profoiund exposition c

f. Above all - value of Torah & its COSMIC DIMENSIONS

g. Left FAM i ory. Son, R.ISAAC= succesgpr.

ext week; NETZIV, others, R. HAYYIM,BRISKE

and Goloveitchiks today: O~ -A'L

h. On death-bed, 1821 (age 72) =-- 2 requests: YESHVAH, NH.

Sos: perfect blendi 2 elements =« practical & academic;
npaad Tl 351ﬂ5 K

HE WAS A MAN WHO REPRESENTED THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS




