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INTRODUCTION: ron 
ae Re ARYEH COHEN,«RABBI-VOLOZHIN, WAS VISITING HOME WEALTHY R.ISAAC, 

BIOGRAPHICAL: _ 

THE LITHUANIAN LUMINARIES 
II, R, HAYYIM OF VOLOZHIN 

NOT SOCIAL. RATHER,-NO ONE ELSE TOWM HAD "SHAS", whebeas REBECCA, 
WIFE R.ISAAC, BROUGHT HIM ONE AS PART DOWRY. R.sISAAC PLEADS W 
R.ARYEH (Shaagat Aryeh) TO GO HOME --WIFE GOING INTO LABOR, 
ASHAMED CRY OUT.... THIS WAS @ND NIGHT SHAVUOT 1749 .... 
RABBI: DON'T WORRY : IT WILL BE A GOOD CHILD" === R.HAYYIM VLOZHINEREI 

J WORLD TH@N -- upgcertainty & instability: b. 100 yrs after Chmelnicki; 
same day Graf Pototzki killed; 80 years after Sbbatian heresy; 
14 yrs after "revelation" BESHT; midst bitter polemic w Hasidism, 

ae 
b. 

Ce 

"Wealthy" family 
Student R,Raphael Hamburger, R.Aryeh Cohen, All of Talmud & Commntries 
by age 22, Then: DISCIPLE GAON OF VILNA 
First Rabbinic position:WILKOMIR == no salary, woolen factory. 
Competitors angry, seek trip him up = AV HARACHAMJM=LUACH... 
So, after 1 yr., leaves for VOLOZHIN. Later used to warn students... 

VOLOZHIN: small town, but RH paternal, gaining reputasion, 
also reveaj$s Getype brilliance. STORY = RH ee rie man applyng 
TZDKAH bec he possesses 200 guilden, & Sh.A.s#MISHNAH:poor=less 200, 
Man furious:who cares Mshnah,where in Torah 20077 RH: "723 =19911 
SO--INSIGHT. Shortly after death oor story DER KRIEMER -- 
Sephardi-- Govt spy contrabrand..-ALL LITHUANIA: \UIN an 
PRIMAR "Ts: THE YESHIVAH (after hs death called ea 
Began w 10 students:HE SUPPO POCKET (wll- ~t-do) {yd =a 
THEN: OPEN LETTER about 1802, Ve avyport) 

RELATIONSHIP GAON: sons G & students:RH LEADING DISCIPLE 
But not usua manner. Rathers SA YPe, Stay 2-3 Rae 

; vm > = of RH): 

7 

‘ather was errno and said whilst trembling” 
"You too want to travel to the Rabbi?" I too became 
rightened, but nevertheless I Kept to my wish and 
tated, "Yes, [I wish to do so." “ather hesitated, 

ut finally | he agreed, and we went off. As we were 
n our way, I noticed Father's face, and behold he 
urned pale because of fear and trembling. As the 
agon drew closer to Vilna, Father's face became 
ven more pale. By the time we oe to Vilna, it 
as difficult to recognize him. ain he turned to 
e and inquired, trembling, "You 8 want to go to 
he Rabbi?" I gathered myself together and said, 
fes." As we were standing at the door of the chambeg 
i the Gaon, his knees actually quaked out of awe 
or his teacher...and once more he inquired of me, 
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i. TRUE, BRILLIANCE G OVERSHADOWED RH. BUT 1921, R.KOOK (100th Yahrzeit 

RH “REVEALEDNTHE GA RH): RH" D"THE GAON...ee.. both practically & theoretically.... 
SO NOT TRUE (Louis Ginzberg):G=LAST GREAT THEOLOGIAN RABBNC JSM 

je SHARED MAN HARA 
& re 

a 7 te AS 3 siaa\ Ces . _U ation TRUTH 
ow AUTH ; aT: 

ot —~ 
ES 9 PTET eo > 

lat men's @ ide "bot ; 

1ese and these are e words of the living God 
tovided that He direct our hearts to render a. 
Fcision that accords with the truth of Torah, 

, blessed be He, for the sake of His seal of | 
CO ier _ may He open sux ’ iiad i be y oO 

+ 
i 

wwere render 

33 

pra 1 action, a 

in imaediate post-Talmudic. times. "It is forbidden for 28 

student to accept his teacher's words if he finds them 

} 7 } i) 

deficient, for at times the truth is with the student. 

When, in the interests of objective truth, we disagree with 

I Tyee E a 
a teacher or with famous aut!i"is, we are engaping in 

"holy war." “One ought not have any personal regard for 

any man (i.e., submission to authority), but only love the 

truth...on condition [that we sit] in the dust of their 

feet, i.e., with humility and modesty.">° It is this 

intellectual integrity and respect for the truth as he saw 

it that characterized R. Hayyim's own religious thought and 

he methodology ana educational philosophy which he intro- 

NOTHER MINOR CHRACTRISTIC SHARED w GAON: DISTRUST MEDICINE & BOCTORS! 
Once when sick= family prevails:old Chrstian MD. RH:You know, I 
don't believe medicines.. MDseffective only if believe in them 
as believe in Jesus. RH:THAT's JUST THE POINT..0. 

k, CHARACTER: Marvelous, warm, kind == "CO T, R,ISAAC: 
purpose life == to do good to others 

‘GOLDEN HEAR 
| pro mC spe 
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« MASBR-WORKS 
** ee me anly few, reveal great brilliance, method of G ( (i 2u» Gin) *RESP 

*NEFESH HA= Meeee Ist ed:1824 (3 yrs after death); 7 eds in 
50 years; ethico-Kabbalistic - pithy classical Rabbinic Jsm 

*wh oo little? -- all rest burnt great fire destroyed Volozhin (\3)6) . c - “ep ““ 7 roe - room : . Pe ; “3 iE = - é : Rapes 

he characte 

Sever allow any e ©fater your heart HNQare 
1} ; : 

Person with im 

amity towards another person Eo ANd cerr ; ox iad 2 

Patience. partly Never answer anothe a man Can attain Pain : For DY means of tolerance 3 i Nora ’ / € Ds +n the worlg¢ yy Ore than by all tina = a, in p —_ | * ne harshnoe, yet do note. “" General, pe 4CCeptable fr ee with an - engage excessively in idle con. people eal al l 119.9] : - ersatio, 
Y andividual, Always’ be the firee Prsation 

- o exr 
Never b , Oo CACeN Neve € Naughty 

oreetings, 4nd respond Calmly Wards anothe nan j ¢ - 
Zope man in any matter, for when a man'g > Te 

B avtos » LAW WINS) he eee wir hea 
III. THE YESHIVAHs EDUCATIONAL PHTLUSOPRY: ~ 

jthuania not only poor, but also wide ignorance, 

i. Enbiance of aah ae status of scholarship but not actuall 

— z 
Re, oe a 
ich : 

ning 

oi the first students of R. Hayyim and remembered 

vividly the founding of the Yeshivah, writes, in his old age, 

S follows: 

---Scefore the House of the Lord was_established by the. Angel of the Lord, our holy Rabbi,420 che world was “esolate, actually void and formless, for even the name 
Was as yet unknown in the world, or what it is 
and what one does there. The idea of the 

POO 

aan about 
public study of the Torah was Likewise unknown, for 
the worid was desolate of Torah, and even the books 

pans of tuc Talmud were completely unavailab.e except to 
he chosen few, che famous rich. ‘Even in the synagosues 

L ha midrash ] of the large towns a complete set 
aimud coud not be found, for there was no need 

of it since hardly anyone was enzaged in [the study of 
Torah]. During the first year that the House of the 
wOTd Was } founded in Volozhin, I saw many merchants wh 
went out of their way in order to Pass by Volozhin, to 

sal 

Sec wnat a Yeshivah is all about and waat one does there. 
: wnen they saw that several tens of ereat Torah 

were sitting and studying all night witha 
emar<cbte assiduousiess, they wa i and ma
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c. Final ach'v't- no less than historic, RXAKXKXXXMIKO URRY XM RAK x 
For one century = greatest Yesh world, spawned dozens others 

d. RH itique private enterpriusee- ac m individualism of teachers 
e. VOL_YESHV: a FORMAL school; not just LOCAL (1st such 150 years); 

SIZE: RH 50-100/R, ISAAC 200/NETZIV 250 offcly,400 unoffcly 

f. RH CONSIBRED HIMSELF PRIMARILY:EDUCATOR: Hi A ANE NS 
His form of educ = complete, not just unrelated information 
Although no formal MUSAR studies... strived for it thru Torah 
studies aiming at in tion of Mm T. Are very imp 
in school. SLQRY teach ch Hebrew, 2 yrs know only 3 words:BVAKASHAH, 
TODAH,SLICHAH. So send Israel school, 2 yrs later = know 
all Hebrew == except 3 words:BVAKSHA,TODAH,SLICHAH 

g. EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY: 
T.METHODOLOGY GAON: 721 [exr0 or VQ: OY saim at e 2 

strive only for ANi 3 intellectual masochism re: yah. 
2. NO IDBCTISMs Hearing ever. Sqping; CHAVRUTA system 

( TT LLoMT WHY ls SAUER pry® ) ; 
3. TEACHER=STUDENT R IP: warmth & humilty =~ o wielt bh owsty . 

N IG> - SN eCYANION PINYO( (so2J.B.) 
2 nats a “BIN IAS, oe refuge for embittered 4, 

5. GREATEST PRINCIP ¥ , thus: faGe Wl, xP'F foo siai[y Sow 
SOs DANS” . INSTITUTED MISHMAR...himse on Sabbath eves... 

6DIGNIT ARs now NWN=- STC’ 1 egteneee A\IP* W’R: 
0 as ws thus: stipends, no more al 

YET: no haughtiness; aristocracy w-o arrogance, swebbisyy 

SAN oan a NO WONDER BIALIK¥Y WNIft» i) WILD A 

IV. MITNAGDISM AND THEOLOGY: 

a. NEVER SIGNED BAN (sosUSED G's INDEPENDENCE AGAINST HIM ) 
not refer Has'm as n> 3 only y ZyRV_P? Sy 

b. RH rejected both extremes, Accepted'Has'c students in Yesh 
Ce N as first Has&c gesture reconciliation; NH a H res Avid 

Both looked upon suspicion by extremejists :YOU BEAT UP MY FATHE 
d. MOST ANNOYING to RH: Nata JAS NIRS & PPD iVa nw maine VISAa 134 

Why? Aren't they trivia? Ans: encompass fyndamentals 

e. LATE PRAYING. 
Has: Besht = dawn, R.Levi Ytzhk Brdtchver, R.Michel Zlotchov;P'"schysche 

reasons: KAVANH vs KEVA. KAVANAH fr wei, can't regulates... 
RH_: eruption of pneumatic, sumberge normative. Records Has'm 

who thought farbidden (1) pray Minchah till &tars out! 
So, KAVANAH & DEVEKUT overwhelm actual MITZVAH. If necessary, 
ignore ZEMAN i-o acheieve KAVANAH. BUT: LEADS t ABSURDITY: 
eat MATZAH w KVNAH on Rosh HSHNA; SHOAFR=PFSACHsLULAV-YK 

Ff. MEDITATION UNCLEAN PLACES, 
Has. Immanentism == If so, sanctity cosmos uniformly. Thrfresecee. 

| RH. Halakhah NOT uniforms pluralistic. But isn't God uniformly 
present universe? So: LSA ia dA ae HIS_S{DE=beyond 

| r3nna 2 human contemplation, whereas /frisovV( >» lad 
RESULT ( for us too): SEAL OFF PRACTICE OF HALAKHAH fr THEOLOGY 

G. Despite oppositi Has*m, his critique;MODERATE, manner iURBANE 
Contrast GAON= couldn't denownce OFTEN ENOUGH (STORY:WISE-oftn,not enog 
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V. TORAH. 
a. His GREATEST THEME =={PART IV of NH, its climax 
b. Mishnah: an bdJ> pr! --rcvd most radical formultn by RH 
Co for RH: T=mystcal aspec Fl Existed before Gd's 

revelation in Creation... T=schief value existence;its realiz'n 
=_purpose existence; and continued existence cosmos depend IT...., 

D. Thus, HASM: TT every day; RH = all day 

e. I_vs MTZVOT: debate from days R,Akiva & R.Tarphon thru M,A. 
A Hasm:Naturalized T as part all Ms; RH: Pf -eyap | nt! JANADA 
s\ RH: TT dual function = teach do M, & itself a 

Torah is whole, of which Msparts;they derive KDUSHAH fr T ... 
P 4 

Feo T& PsHasm:P over T. RH: T. asks ae TSPPREY Cie ed Wo 
Ans: before Sinai ( —A'%> ~AINV), Nows TORAH 

g. MOTIVATION, TL: 3 definitions: *FUNCTIONAL- _avl@¥fiwd 3 
Pn *DEVOTIONAL = sake ged ds:love Gd/Hasm:devekut-ecstasy Hoagie! follows fr T over Mtzvot); > *RHSCOGNTIVE = ay ps ¢ 

N 2 also includes Functional; more than intllctual pastime: QNR bel 
S So: for sake divine hein orah, to whch COGNTV=ONLY Y 

» h. WRONG MOTIVATION, T=SH=| s:HASM = strongly opposed. RMM Lubavitch- 
the foundation Has'm. Thus, MUST have experience while study'g 

opposed didputatious, BUT: NOT DISCOURAGE TT 
tain proper motives avr (fh ys" J REASO LUE ET beccnen 

~ 5 ie cy “ ‘ A ~# ILC 

t."79 Let man thererore establish in 
is heart and know in his mind that if 

ne were drowning ina mighty river and 
aw before him a strong tree, certainly 

he would make every effort to take hold, 
Of and cling to it with all his strength 
mot letting go of it even for a moment, 

nce his lite hangs only on this, who 
wld be so foolish as not to understand 

at if he were Lazy even for a moment 
d loosened his hold that he would dro¥ 

Mmediately. So is the Holy Torah calle 
free of Lite," for only during the | 

e that a man is seized with the love 
it, and engages and meditates in it 
ularly, does he Live a true higher l® ee — 

1 ; . - , - 

—
 

E
e
 
e
e
e
 

ee ee OS alg IP Aare ag gE - a a on 

fame’, fo Oly One bicsséd b 
and His Torah are one. And a 

aven forfend, he rejects his study 
1 abandons its regular pursuit, in 
er to engage in the follies and ple: 
s of the world, he is removed and c ole fe and drowns in ro} y the. 



VI. 
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CONCLUSION: 

What RH give to World, pogsterity? 

Founded great Yeshivah,Mother all others 19-20 centuries; 
Thus = Fpunding Father all Yeshivot 

ee el 

Ag educator not only built & administered schools, but also 
created revolution in philbsophy J education 

A Lithuanian Mitnaged, disciple Caon, who yet rose to respond 
to conciliatory gestures HasYm, ushered in irenic era 

Brilliant theologian, philoospher Halakhah, who used Has’ m 
as foil to propose broad & profotnd exposition c bbne Jsm 

Above all = value of Torah & its COSMIC DIMENSIONS 

Left FAMILY active J history. Son, R.ISAAC= successor. 
ext week; NETZIV, others, R,HAYYIM BRISKER == 

and Soloveitchiks today: pal 

On death=bed, 1821 (age 72) -- 2 requests: YESHVAH, NH. 
So: perfect. blendi 2 elements == practical & academic; 

wel aad NT \Gyad a 

HE WAS A MAN WHO REPRESENTED THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 


