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“IMIORTALITE™ 

wo VA Sok AWD 

Gye are here gathered this morning| $0-participate-in-these-Passover-Services-of-Shaeharith, 

the Readine-of the—Torah—end—Mussef,—whieh—eise—ineiudesthe—Hiskor—nenorial,—The very 

to worship a living and Eternal G-d, and also to ask Him to remember 

the souls of dear departed relatives, is in itself an expression of an age-old Jewish 

belief - the Immortality of the human soul. We pray to G-d Who is Eternal, and since 

He created Man in His image, then Man is immortal. We ask G-d to remember the soul, 

and therefore the soul must still exist before CHa Galse, what is the use of remmbering it? 

So that our presence here 46-6 presumes our profound though unarticulated belief that 

Man can acheive immortality. Though the body is perishable, the soul can live one 

(3 However, I feel sure that there is one question that must disturb many of ug here this 

morni Granted that immortality can be a fact. Obviously some people ach¢%ve it. 

No one~willdeny the immortality of a Moses or a Rabbi Akiva or a Maimonides. Rembrandt, 

Shakespeare and Einstein, in their respective fields, have acheived this deathlessnesse 

Dr. Jonas Salk is probably the latest in this galaxy of Immortals. But that is true of 

people of world-wide fame, people of extraordinary ability and acheivement, people of 

genius or power. What, however, of us common folk? What of thoge we memorialize this 

morning, and what of ourselves? - talented, qm perhaps, but Zéninuags mer Well-liked, yes, 

but world-famous,no. People who are goody kind, bu ° 

Gan they said to be able to acheive immortality? aré‘they not swallowed up at once into 

this vast anonymous army of the dead, ultimately receding into eternal obscutrity with 

the relentless passage of time? Can ANYONE ache@ve immortality? 

» And the answer is that yes, anyone can ach¢€ve immortality. We can assure it for those 

we loved and are departed, We can assure it for ourselvese And the formula for the attainment 

of immortality by usfcomaon folk, [unpretentious and unassuming, was given in symbolic 

form by a man who himself was certain of eternal reverence and fame. That man was the 

great Sage, Rabbi Judah the Prince, t who redacted the Mishna, the vexy editor 

of the great and sacred body of Jewish, Law, who lived about 1800 years ago as both the 

spiritual and political leader of Judea of his day, beloved by all his people and 

revered as well by the Roman Emperor Antoninus. Certainly, he himself knew that his 

fame would last forever) Yet-he-tmen,—too, that_faue-in-history isnot the~same—as 

It-helps, but—it—is—not_the-same.—There—are -qualivies-of-warmbhr a ‘trove that—are-——— 7 

prereguisites-for—-true- ee 
a-preseription od 

i i i Aareto el Pfc 

( Pita relates (Ketubot 103a) that the beloved Sage, Reielmdet, was on his deathbed, 

i i while in the next roomwagg’gathered his entire family. And 

suddenly, as the end was approaching, the great Rabbi said,LE'VANAI ANI TZARICH, call 

in my children, -+entm—sens-here, I want to tellthem something of how to overcome 

the utter hopelessness and despair of death. I want to tell them how to take out its 

sting, how to remove the fear, how to recapture Life, eyen at the very ende And as they 

gathered about_him, he seié- gave them four commands, 1st wishes,as his final legacy » 

them. He said: Qt ZAHARU-BE KVOD-INCHEH, NER -YEHBE-DALUK BI MKOMO ,#ee+SHULGHAN YEHET— 

ARUCH BI'MKOMO ,4e#eMITAH TENET MUTZAAS-BIIMKOMAHs ++eatt-as- when J-was—alivee..do these, 

my dear children, and-though-I-know that—pstory-wiki mot record-your-nemes—as.-promineny 

_as mine, nontheless;—this-is the way to assure yoursélf of + . 

for_you.— 
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5. The first thing he told them - and us - was HIZAHARU BE+KY6D IMCHEM, be always, careful. 

to honor your mother. My sons, if you would have me live on with you, give all the regpect 

in the world to your mother, for it was she who was the recipient of my love and will 

forever remain the repository of my fondest, profoundest and tumerishable affectionse 

Give honor to your mother, because she will be the symbol to you of the first great 

ingredient in this prescription: love. 

How did Solomon put it many years before? - KI AZAH KA'MAVESS AHAVAH, Love is as strong 

as Death. A true, deep and genuine love is not subject to the terrors of death. It can 

outlast it and vanquish it. A sincere love, without ulterior motive our Sages of Pirke 

Aboth taught, is everlasting. 

I am sure that there are a number of people with us here this morning who can test#fy to 

the truth of that statement. Sh ose who have loved deeply, and who have lost a husband Ow 

or-auife, as the case maybe, know that after the first bitter pangs of grief have 

worn away, there comes 2 warm feeling to fill the void, a warm feeling of the presence 

of whomever it is we loved. The presence of the beloved person is then no longer esubject to 

illness and disease, to long or short periods of absence. As I look about me I can see 

some of you whom I have in mind. I know that as-anonisider to tbeuberiihy, every time I 

see one of you I immediately think of the one whom you loved. It is not only that Love itself 

is ade more than that, it confers immortality upon them who practice ite 

ich VY oD 
HIZAHARU cae IMCHEM, R.Judah the Prince told his children, honor Mother and you will 

be honoring me, for I live on through here 

Wes 

6. Thenmt devine his children, TTAH TgSEI MUTZRAS BI'MKOMAH, the bed should be made as always, 

in its place. The MITAH, or bed, is,in the language of the Rabbis, a symbol for the word 

"family", A person's children are his second guarantee of Immortality. A child is, in 

away, a recapitualtion of the parent. Heredity is more than another science; it is a 

vehicle for extension of life even after death. A parent lives on in the person of a 

childg whe \wes 

We must, however, distinguish between just having children and what kind of childrenene Was: 

Merely having children does not assure one of deathelessness, any more than not having 

children automatically mules it out. Certainly, biological continuity is not the same 

as immortality. If it were, then an elephant or Japanese beetle which lived a thousand years 

ago would be as immortal as the ogreatest human, Fanily and children as a Ue coe of 

Immortality derives not from the biological gift of father to son, but eS fhe fact that 

the parent molds the personality of the child, and the child's behavior and life is then 

a reflection on the parent and a mirror of the kind of immortality he ach@ieves. 

It is ridiculous to speak of immortality for a parent whose child becomes an evil destroyer 

of good. One cannot speak of immortality for a father whose child is g-dless and himself 

conceives of life as only a cruel accident of biology, as nothing mor, 

configutation of molecules, as a desparate, meaningless, hopeles struggle, 
ty i | ko. Te ee — x 
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MITAH THEI MUTZAAS BI'MKOMAH, let the bed be in its place, let the family be the right 

kind of family, my sons, and then I know that I will be blessed with Imortalety - the 

the right kind of Immortality. When a father and mother pass on and leave childremho 

come to pour out their hearts to G-d only three or four times a year, and thereby remember 

them, that is a measure of immortality, certainly more thannothinge But it is not enough. 

Immortality is not magically acheived by a superstitious vist to a certain building. It 

means developing the kind of religious, g-dly character that reflects upon a parent & upon 

the self, He ° Cs wir a mI e & 
() atbiniets e “ 
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Tle Table was always a MIZBEIACH, an altar. About it were seated the family, yes, but also 
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7e The thind thing he told his children gathered round about tke ted of—-+hetr—fether was: 

SHULGHAN YEHElaRUCH BIMKOMO, lettke table be set and prepared as alwayse The Table in 
Jewish life was never enly a place, 4 At 

present were the poor and the weary, the stranger andthe needy. The Table was the altar 

a@beout—which one put into pr.ctice all the beautiful precepts of charity and philanthropy 

and hospitality and neighborliness. The SHULCHAN, #he-feble, has become the workshop -teb& 

of Jewish charitablenesse It is the symbol of benevolence, charity and kindliness. No 

wonder the great codebook of Jewish Law, that Divine book of humaneness, is called 

SHULCHAN ARUCH, the Prepared Table. # So that when R.eJudah told his sons not to disturb 

the position of his Table, he meant that he prominence he had given charity and hospitaliy 

and help to others in his life-time should be continued after his death, and that that 

woyld be one way of imortalizing him. 

Indeed, part of thr Yizkor prayer we soon will recite includes the Aangueey: that we 

promise to make a contribution to charity in memory of the soul” “ihat does Ahet 

signify? It signifies that by performing this act of goodness in the name of someone we 

loved, he lives on in thet act of goodness, for goodness outlives death. It outlives even Life 

When you leave the Synagogue, —efter+uesal,not—befere— look at the plaques and at the 

stained wind The names on them are more than names - they are people who are immortalized. 

in an act of goodhess performed by t hemselves or by someone else on theiy behalf. 

What better way of living on than $krough goodness! I know that forte" years, during my 

schooling at Yeshiva University, ive< i a fund set up bythe childre n of 

one Mendel Gottesman. I never knew . But I shall never forget him. There was one time 

that I received an award called the Riva Sarah Kadin Award in Talmud, I never knew her 

too. But neither shall I ever forget here I know that thhse wonderfyl charitable- souls 

who showed goodness &@ charitableness to the Day School where I received my early edugation 

and the University were I eceived my higheweducation will live on in my heart. If ever 

I studied a folio of the Talmud, if ever I delved inte the heart of a verse of the Torah, 

if ever the Good Lord in is way gives me any for these, they - those whose 

goodness made it possible - have even a greater share’than Idoe I ate at their Table. 

Even after they left, the Table at which they lived was set - and in its place. ‘hat a 

noble way to live onl 
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8. Finally, %yJudah told his sons NER YEHEI ALUK BI'MKOMO, let the light be kindled in its 

place fan, no matter How humble and gever leaves this world without 

kindling some kind of lamp, withoutO'M8iid bit of good in some way. That candle, that 
special individual aclgievement, is his memorial, his path to imnortalitye Some people, 

like R.Judah himself, leave powerhouses. Others leave chandeliers of tremendous illuminating 

power. Others leave bright lights. But every man, no matter how small, leaves at least 

a candles Everyone of us can think back to those we loved and whom we memobialize, and 

out of the darkness that shrouds the years, we will notice the flickering rays of that 

candle, that special act of goodness whoch was the constant specialty of that persone 

Speaking again from my own personal experiences, there is one old lady who still works 

at her specialty, and may she continue to do so for the full measure of her @ys, who isy 

in my eyes alr an immortale “er specialty was the lunchroom of the Yeshiva in which 

I studied as i e She never missed a day. i+ was her business - and she 

had absolutley’ no official connection with the school - that every boy ate his lunch, whether 

home-packed or school-served. MEN DARF ZEIN GESUNDT TZU DINEN G*TT.She encouraged the 

, she encouraged the eating, she encouraged the blessing afterwards. And she has, 

\W ey this way, assured herself of blessings for alletermity - even afterwards. It was her 

candle, and I hope that there willalways be someone to kesp it kindled in its place. 

As you who are here to remember loved ones recite the Yizkor, think about his or her special 

candle, and remember to keep it lit - whether it is a special charity, or special act, rs 

or special Mitzvah. It is a candle which burns forever. And-=~—set-one-up—yoursel fe. j 

Niwa Xan clyos?e aveh \aqit a cawhle of Your oun— ik bund Lyqut, aw VL low 
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9. And after he passed away, the Talmud relates, ReJudah the fpimee became an immortal. 
And he would vist his home every BEI SHIMSHA, every Friday night. At the table, his family 
would unastinishingly be aware of the fact that “ather was there with theme 
For there, at the —ieugustieeies- Pabbath table, he would see the four ach to Immortality 
which he had taught his children. 

(# There was his beloved wife, reigning like a Queen with the Sabbath candles as her scepters 
and the radiance of love filling her facegaywd hey-(row - 

|#and there his MITAH MUTZM4/AS, his family, his children, gathered round the table and making 
of eating a worship and of feasting a mitzvah;children of whom he could be eterhally proud. 

\Pand then there was the SHULCHAN ARUCH, the Table, his Table, undisturbed$ for there together 
with his wealthy and aristocrativ and scholar ons were the poor and the indigent, 
travellers and strangers - commong- ignorant Bee but all together enjoying and 
hallowing the sacred Sabbath. 

(¥#and finally, after the meal was done, he saw the lamp he kindled burn ever brighter. 
For the legacy he left to eternity was not neglected. Tnemmed, ‘here were his sons studying 

assidupusly the Mishna, the book thejre father edited, deiving into the Torah, the 
realm where he, in his life, had found meaning and joy and creativity. Yes, he was 
truly immortalized. 

10. As we, therfeore, begin to recite the Yizkor prayers, let us too remember that snvond OP ig. 
Gan—Aceive—Tmmentaliiy, With themright kind of Love, the right kind of Family, 

the right kind of Charitableness, and the right kind of#freative Goodness, we can 
even now endow those we loved with te blessing of ever-€ontinuing lifef and we can 
assure ourselves, no matter ++ eed caneneeiames » of true Imortalipy. 

KI VYADCHA NAFSHOS HA'CHAYYIM VE'HA'MSISIM, for inThy hand, 0 @d, are the souls of 
the living and the dead, and only by commending ourselves to the Hand of G-d can we 

be certain of eterhal life for +2ese-wke both those who live, and those who live one 

feprey-'d> 
rrypend JW | Sa) - NN yivt 

Jar Gy Epodd AN ps7 

bigieer i iT APRS 

aah (uss yomh jaa — 

rays be ly pine) 

argh Ai wh Lk Ay SAME 

LDIA sie NN ANSSfe AT 


