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1l.Tt has become accepted practice for Rabbis to berate, periodically, the "Good Heart" Jew,
he who excuses neglect of Torah and departure from all standards of Jewish living with the
shabby claim on a GOQd IHeart. It is a tendency which truly dangerous. We refer to them
as Cardiac Jews, and rightly make every attempt to educate our people to the fact that ggod

intentions are not sufficientes

2. Today, however, I want to make sure that no one is left with the erroneous impression that

Judaism deprecates the Good Heart and concentrates on practical déeds to the complete exclusion
of any interest in a man's essential goodness of the hearte To maintain that Torah demands

just mechanical performance of certain rituals is to do violence to the whole spirit of
Judaisme

3¢ As a matter of fact, the principal attack of Christianity against Judaism is the claim -
the false, narrow and spurious claim - that Judaism is nothing but "legalism" and "quibbling!"
and an insistence on unfeeling motions, devoid of love and mercy and goodnesse Of course,
that is sheer nonsense. It is the so-called "Jewish Bible" which ordained Thou shalt love thy

neighbor as thyself...thou shalt love the $tranger in thy gates.. and so one

be And it is precisely this point - the necessity of integrating the good heart viita t he good

deed - that we learn from this morning's Torah Readinge In commanding Moses and Israel eas

to construct the IMISHKAN, G-d says: VEYIKCHU LI TERUMAH ME'EIS KOL ISi ASHER YIDVLNU LIBOsess
that it be built from the gifts of gold and silver and copper which will be donated from
any man whose heart moves himto do so. Qne Sage commented that really when one donates

this TERUMAH, this contribution to G-d, he gives nothing, for does not the Bible tell us

KI LI HA'KESSEF VE'LI HA'ZAHAV, NE'UM HA'SHEMeseeand if so we are merely returning to G-d
what is His. What then can man ever give to G-d? How can man express his profound gratitude
and give a true TERUMAH? And he answers: ME'EIS KOL ISH ASHER YIDVENU LIBO - the goodness
.of his heart is exclusively man's own. “hen he gives that to G—=d as part of his contribution,
when he gives his financial gift with joy and love and happiness and a good heart, that is

the most precious gift that man can offer his Makers

5. So that NZDIVUS HA'LEIV, goodnessof heart is indeed essential in Judaisme Of course, by itself
it is meaningless. But when it adorns the physical deed, then it is of utmost significance.

6e On closer analysis, however, this good-heartedness of which Torah speaks is a far cry from
the vwishy-washy good intentions that mee¥ so many of us use as an excuse for wrong action.
4 tinge of pity or sympathy buried déep in the left ventricle doesn't make one's heart
coode Neither does a "krechtz!" and a shrug of the shoulders qualify one as a good _persone
Ou? ilabbis did offer to describe the good heart. And they dissected it in a passage witn whith
you are no doubt familiare In the Lthics of the Fathers we read that R.Yochanan ben Zakkai
asked his disciples to formulate for him the "ggod life", the DiRECH TOVAH to which a man
should cleavee Five answers were brought to him: AYIN TOV..eSHACHEIN TOVee.CHAVER TOV...
R0EH ES HA'NOLAD...were the first four. They were good answers, but their teacher was not
satisfiede R.Eliezer, however, provided a fifth answer which R.Yochanan promptly accepted
becaue, he said, this was not just one feature of the D RECH TOVAH, butone which included all
the others. And that is: IEIV TOV...So that there are four components of the Good ieart,
religiously speaking, just as there are four parts to the heart anatomi.cally speakinge
And he, therefore, hho would hoast of a Good Heart must make sure that he has those four

noble qualitiese
—r N———

7oThe first of these is AYIN TOVAH, or what we would call: Graciousnesss Graciousness means not
to QggggggfLanother the good fortune which is his. It means, even more important, that when
does a good deed, he should do so with his wholé hearte. The very subjcet of this Sidra is

itself a case in point: how does a man give charity is almost as_importamt as how much he giwese
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Tt is told of the great Hassidic Rebbe, R,Shlomo of Radomsk, that a wealthy man with the
reputatiop for extreme neggardliness came to nim and offered a large PIDYON - that is,

a very substantial monetary gifte The Rabbi absolutely refused to accept ite When the wealthy
visitor left, his family asked him why he turned dovn the gift at a time when he so needed
it. Answered the “abbi: if you had seen the great and rapturous joy vith which he reaccepted
the gift which I returned, you would not have asked_that questione Certainly, the sprit

oI GIACIOUSNESS with which a good deed is sone is of utmost importancee

T can report to you endless cases from my ovn experience in soliciting contributions for
important causes in our citye Most of the time, people who are approached do respond with
this AYTN TOVAN. But so many, on the other hand, lack that quality. Lhey are begrudging,

they tell you they are doing es it only because the fabbi called, not for the institution
inquestion, they eat a whole portion of the solicitor's heart out before they offer what

th y were going to give in the first place anyways This lack of Graciousness is an undeniable
symptom of the absence of a Goo d Heart. R

The second quality, HA'RO'EH ES HA'NOLAD, is usually translated, he who can forsee the con-
sequences. If it were only that, literslly, then it would be a quality of a soothsayer

or shrewtiness or prophecy, not the GOOD HEART. lhat it does mean is someone who ways his _
every motion carefully so that, as_a consequence, no one else is ever hury in any waye

It is, therefore, SENSITIVITY TO T FRiLINGS OF OTHBRS. Gertainly this is an essential
feature of the Good HearteIt is told of a great Lithualnian Rabbi, a leading personality of
The TTUSSAR LIOVEMENT, R.Simchah Zissel, that when he was on his ceath~bed and in extrene,
excrutiating pain, he Would never sigh or in any way give any indication_of the agony that
possessed him. He was ROEH ES HANOLAD. He knew that those who loved him would suffer if they
heard his justified complainbs. Here was a good heart - sensititve to the feelings of others.
Of the same saintly iebbi it is told that on Friday nights when returning from shul, he

would stop at tne threshnold of his home, as he openea the door, and stand there for L or 5
minuted just ldoking about the interior of his homes When asked why he followed this practice,
he explained that he wanted to absorb the appearance of the beautiful spread on the table,
the aroma of the delicious F00dSsse.viilch his wile had toiled to prapare all for him, so

fhat ne mirht be able better to appreciate his TAfe's efforts and not be ungrateful to here -
He was sensitive tohis Tife's feelings. He truly hacd a Good Heart, Jewish-stylee

Thixd is the ouality of GENUINE CONCERN FOR OTHERS, which our Rabbis called SHACHLIN 7OV,
the good neighbor, for that indeed is tae mark of genuine neighborlinesse It means more than
sensitivoty - it means the deeper quality of real CONCerne On the very first page of your
felephone directaries you will find the statements: Tf vou want to meke a long distance
felephone call ana it is not smoratnt, make it station to station; but_if you want to
make a long distance call which is very imporatnt, make it person to persone S0, i £ we want
t0 express tnis good-heartedhess, we must establish a person-to-person relationship with
others, we rmust Qridge the long distance that separates two individuals with different
problems and needs and lopgings with a genuine concern by o ne person for those of another
Wimfiéﬂn. Thus, it.3.s vold of twwf_&,&Mel, whom vre
have just mentioned, that her favorite mitzvah was the collection of charoty for the poor

at every sad occasion, at every funerale Once a great tragedy befell her, her only beloved
daughter died « And at the funeral, there she was, with a colle ction-box, collecting for the
poor and the hungrye hen asked why she did this at this occasion of personal trapdy, she
said: and because I _am in mourning and in grief, is that any reason why t he poor should

go hungry?

Finally, and most important and most difficult to attain, is that which our Sages called
CHAVER TOV - a_good friende That term, for Jews, meant infinitely more than a community

of interests and circle of friends. It implied an identity - of souls, an intertwining of the
fate and destiny of two people who were profoundly Sttached to each othere This is more than
Just sympathy. The word for it is EMPATHY - a féeling of cogrglete identificatiomvitn the
other personeliore than concern for the other person's welfare, it means being completely able
to place yourself in his position and hence share his loves and pains ana longingse
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There is no greater and nobler feature of the Good Heart than this empathy. And the
attaimment of this attribute is a most heroic acheivements

It is inthis connection that I want to make mention of the memoirs, recently published,
of ex~President Tarry Trumane friend of the JewSeesoelove in historyeesoOHIV YISROELesse
contributed immeasurably successful real zation our most sacred dreamse..vrites:
annoyed by and could nob understand "extreme Zionists" and their hysteria, their

Lenatic insistence on their point of views I submit that lir.Trumanc...has fully acheieved

the Iirst three qualities of which we have spoken. But he has not quite attained that of
EIPATHY . Had he done so, he never would have made such remarkse Had he been able to identify
himself completely with the Jewish people of early 1948, and the fateful days that preceded
and followed it, he would have knovm that we_were still under the pall of that ghastly
Number, which will survive to plague the Western world as long as it exists: the number

& million, Empathy would have required of him to share in the homror and the terror

whicn every feeling Jew experienced then and does even today - forever, in facte Empathy
would have given him too tye sesne of extreme urgency that made us strive for the establishe
ment of Israel asthe sole assurance of a future for a people which had been decimated by
one thirde This si not sald in ingratitude about lir.Trumane Would that our present

Sate Dept. and administpation showed one half the friendship and zeal that he did. But it
is said in sadness and regyet that he did not achieve the full measure of the Jeyd.sh
conception of thw IEIV TOV

These four qualities of the Good Heart which we have mentioned give the lie forever to

the preposterous charge of Christianity, repeated even by so-called liberal Christians when
they speak hostilely of thc Phariseesy, that Judaism knows no imwardness, no emotion of
love, and does not malue the feelonz of goodness per see =

But it is ag yell a far cry indeed from the shallow and superficial claim of Good Heart
which so many of our fellov=Jews use as an apology for no—goo-Hehaviore This kind of
good-heartedness is expressed through and not divorced from right and proper actione

VE'YIKCHU LI TERUMAH ME'EIS KOL ISH ASHIR YID.ENU LIBO,let them take to me an offering, from -
every man whose heart makes him willing. When NEDIVUS HA'IEIV, good-heartedness, accompanies
the offering of honorable action, then that is not merely "giving" something to G-d;

it is VE'YIKCHU LI, the taking and bringing of the essenceof our very selves as a precious
gift to the G-d of goodnesse

e ,,(\/}\
VAN N
o2




