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The 4 categories of N1JN are really 2 groups: one of M0 R , whereby it is forbidden to use a holy day to
prepare for a weekday or other holy day; and the second of MmXn or 1NN, in which N2 is
recommended and approved.
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The difference: The first two, built around N2717 N1JN, teach us that there is a hierarchy of Holiness and
we must never make the holy an instrument of the less holy. No egalitarianism of the spirit. Mishna
Kiddushin 10 Mw1Tp 0D... Certainly, the holy must never be a 13 (i.e., subservient to) the profane.

.Shabbat as an example of how thoroughly the profane week-days must serve the holy day of Shabbat:
Philo (check this!) that rest on Shabbat to be strong for the week that follows. Abarbanel:
PIR1 0N NWYN N'22N NU? "UTIWN 01 R NOTR ANKR...PIRM 0NN 1712™1 ,A1NMN2 212 121

The second two teach us that holiness, NW1TR, requires preparation (during the profane period);
preparation itself is an indication of the value and esteem in which we hold the holy. The first requires
discrimination, the ability to be WT1P? WTIP 1"2 01,217 WP 1"2 212N, The second demands vision
and commitment.

This latter N2 for mitzvah is not only a matter of acknowledging the halakhic-sacral superiority of
the “other” mitzvah, but also involves an emotional element: the deep longing, yearning for that
mitzvah... Story of the Gadol who, on first day Sukkot, was noticed to bear long scar on arm. ?—
because up before dawn, waiting for 1WA M?D so can “bench esrog™ which was in glass credenza,
and out of eagerness and longing for the mitzvah stretched forth his hand, plunging through the glass...

The opposite is characteristic of a peasant... Yiddish: 1210 & 1'® (IR11"®) 11" ® "1 17R902 ™R .i.e.,
the inappropriateness of approaching the sacred w-o adequate preparation

The RAV on N2W 17 INW1 Naw 1Mw...
Also possible: one act should be of innate importance—and as preparation for something to follow.

N'X"X as an example of a mitzvah that is both prefatory (1121) and a mitzvah in its own right. The
ultimate goal is: DNTIT MR DN'R1; at same time, is a MYV 191 M3N; this may explain the Torah’s
121 1MR DN 0'8'8? 022 7', What do these three words mean? Commentaries—all sorts of
explanations. Mine: dual function of N"¥"X: one as propaedeutic to DN12M MK ON'®R1 and one—as a
mitzvah in its own right: 1"%*%? 0237 M. Source: Targum Jonathan: N*X*XT KN1IXN? 1137 "0M...

An even more relevant Ex: your N1 TIN?N—is a mitzvah per se, and a N2 for a lifetime of learning

and teaching, whether formal or informal. . Thus in Kid. 40b (from Sifre)-- 07p11 11970 27 1°1 12N
MR 11970 27 MY 22172 N0DLN IR 2171 TIN2N 092 11 7RO N7XW0O1 , 71722 711 N"2 N°2D1 1°2100

nwun *"T'7 R'AN TINPNNW ,21T2 TIN?N 170X 0713 11,2172 TM2N :INKR1 D7 MLl 2171 NWDn.
272 0AMW IRYNI - NWYN T2 RN TM2NN0 07

So, Torah possesses its own significance and value at the same time that it is propaedeutic to another
mitzvah

Both must be practiced in your own attitudes. If mitzvah per se, and no thought of Torah study as 1131
for later responsibilities in some form of WTIPN NT12D, if only TIN?? and not TN?? N”D TIN??, then it
may be a mitzvah—but not a complete one. Consider: imitatio Dei, 13171 N32M. God may look into
Torah, maybe even “study” it—but in both 12791 11701 71”IN He is a teacher: 2R7W* 1NMDV? 17N TN20N
. And Isaiah refers to us a ‘i *TIM*? 772 ?21. He is the ultimate Rebbe, the ultimate RY.

So to learn to satisfy your intellectual curiosity only, or to tend to your own spiritual growth w-o
concern for others is a good thing, but far from the best...

But how about one who regards all his learning in yeshivah as solely preparation for the future, he is a
Torah careerist, that too is an error. The Gaon on 11 102 13"JW 13°73...the term refers to another verse
in Tehillim: 11232 11"an "2D... a whole spent practicing w-o ever getting to real life, is a life wasted in
fiddling around.... So your present learning must be for its own sake—and for the sake of Torah’s
growth in the future via your efforts to bring it closer too all 2870 223.

10. All of Ellul = preparation for 0°®111 0™0"....



