
CONGREGATION KODIMOH 124 SUMNER AVENUE, SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 01108 

ALEX WEISFOGEL. RABBI April 10, 1970 

AKIVA LEFKOWITZ, CANTOR 

Rabbi Norman Lamm 
The Jewish Center 
131 West 86th St. 

New York, N. Y. 10024 

Dear Norman: 

First let me tell you how deeply I appreciate your phone calls 
and the continuing interest you have displayed. 

Attached herewith are copies of the two letters from Rabbi 
Unterman as well as the letter of Professor Low. All of the 
above I received from Manny Forman. 

I am also enclosing Tendler's letter to me. In this letter, 
it seems to me that his statement that it would be improper to issue 
any statement in this matter without Rabbi Feinstein's permission is 
crucial. It implies that his p'sak that it is halacha v'ein 
morin kein is also the p'sak of his father-in-law. I have been 
discussing this problem with him for several years and I am convinced 
that he is fully aware, Reb Moshe's point of view. In conversation 
he has repeatedly quoted it but this is the first time, to my 
knowledge, that he has put it in writing. 

With warm personal regards and best wishes to the family. 

PA 43> os Sincerely, 

A. 
Rabbi Alex Weisfogel 
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July 9, 1969 

Rabbi Leonard Oschry 
| 

10 Jabotinsky Street, 

Jerusalem. 

Dear Rabbi Oschry: 

In answer to your inquiry, we have sent Chie? Rabbi Unterman our 

recommendations for altering the public address system in the Green and 

Sea Point Congregation of Cape Town, Seuth Africa, The halakhic and 

technological considerations involve the following legal principles and 

questions: D27an producing fire or incandescance; ~>N (ida the 

softening of metal by heating; the emission of sparks? ye the erec= 

tion or completion of a system; 224 allin the creation of a new entity, 

in this case electric current. These problems have, to a large extent, 

been solved by onr technical recommendationse 

Three other questions remain: [c » 1 Je Rille widespread awareness 

of the nse of the public address system leading to the drawing of false 

conclusions regarding electricity in general and resulting in widespread 

Sabbath transgression; Tp AX{N6D the producing of sounds on Shabbat” ; i 

and the eubtle question of creating & situation in which the public and 

rivate observance of Shabbat might be impaired by incorrect interpretation 

f the recommendations or by ignorant inferences leading to a general lower 

ing of Shabbat observances. We have taken these observations into account, 

and some of the recommendations overcome, to some extent, some of the other 

objections as well. Our recommendations are: 

(1) There must not be any electron tubes (valves) or any pilot lights 

in the entire system. All pilot lights must, be removed. The system must 

be completely transi storised. 

(2) The microphones must all be of the capacitator or condenser types 

(3) The current should be produced by car batteries and hence the 

batteries shoulda be disconnected from the city electricity supply before 

the Shabbat or Yom Tov. The batteries must be charged before the onset 

of Shabbat or Yom Tov. The batteries shonlda have at least twice the 

capacity of the current to be nsed for the one, {Wor three days of 

Shabbat or/and Yom Tov respectively. The change to batteries should not 

be difficult in a transistorised system. 

~¢ as ¢ ids ’ py OH wy 7 ED ye. ued % 2 (4 RAN anes pe ss r bel Sie : at mia i, 4? j ; f 

smmadmeel 1. tis syetem should “Ha -BUTtch ea’ oR ana OFF antomaticadlly by ‘a time” 

clock far specific hours of the day or evening, and the time-clock should 

preferably be machanicale 
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(5) A large number of speakers shonld be set up throngh the auditorium, 
the volume produced by each not exceeding the loudness of the human speaking 

voice. This wil] prevent the sudden booming or screeching that sometimes 
occurs when a pnblic address system suddenly malfunctions. It makes, more— 
over for more pleasant listening. 

(6). The system shonla be checked by a competent technician, preferably 
the same person each time, before each Shabhat or Yom Tov to make sure that it 

is in proper working condition. Care must also be taken that the batteries 
are recharged in good time, and indicators showing this to be so should be 

connected, 

(7) The storage batteries and amplifiers must be enclosed in boxes which 
have locks, preferabla kept outside the synagogne anditorium, and the keys must 

be handed to the vwabbi or someone appointed by him, so as to prevent the system 

being adjusted anring the Shabbat or Yom Tove 

(8) Proper publicity must be given, by posters on the synagogue notice 

board and in othee appropriate media, to the fact that the public address 

system has been specially aesigned to prevent its use entailing infractions 

of the Sabbatn or Yom Tov and that, therefore, no conclusions may be deduced 

from its vwperation concerning the use of electric appliances or even a micro— 

phone system in private homes. 

(9) The system should be reexamined annually, since constant developments 

in the technological field may allow further improvements or redesigning. 

(10) Bevore the system is installed, the bluepri rx4 should be submitted 

to the institute for Science and Halacha and to Rabbi Unterman for final 

approvale The Institute will charge a reasonable fee for consultation. If 

necessary, the Institute is prepared to send a scientist to South Africa to 

assist in the implementation of (the changes recommended here. 

I trnst that the congregnition will accept these recommendations which will 

certainly lead to a great improvement in the public observance of the Shabbat 

ana Yom Tov in the communitye 

Witn kindest personal regards, I remain, 

Sincerely yonrs, ! 

, oo Professor Zeev (William) sy 
ye ™® 

The Institute for Science “ana “Halachas 

We rely, among other things, an the decision of Rabbi Se Ze saeiaeaecl that | 

éoes not apply to orally produced coundse | 



YESHIVA UNIVERSITY 
Amsterdam Avenue and 186th Street / New York, N.Y. 10033 / (212) LOrraine 8-8400 

7CON 

December 4, 10€¢ 

Rabbi Alex Weisfogel 
23 Spruceland Avenue 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
01108 

Dear Rabbi Weisfogel: A¢¥6 

Upon my return from Israel this week, I learned that a note that I had written to a colleague is being used to undermine your congregation's confidence in you as their Halachic authority. 

As you know from numerous discussions we've had, the Halachic considerations for the permissibility of the use of a voice amvli- fier system on Shabbos and yomtov are most complex. With the aid of modern technology, many of the Halachic prohibitions can be obviated. Indeed, your own contribution of a feed-back cut-off is most significant in the final construction of a Halachi acceptable system. My own personal view is that such a eystem is 

lds 

actual heter lest the door be opened to many unacceptanle act: ties on the Shabbos involving automatically controlled audio- equipment. This is in keeping with the principle of /» srw 

This problem was presented by me in the name of the A.O.J.S, to my father-in-Law, shlita, for his decision. Despite his ap- preciation for the Halachic advantages of the new technolory and their ability to minimize many of the old reasons for prohibitine voice amplification systems, he has not been able to reach a firm conclusion other than to confirm the previous stand against the use of such systems on Shabbos and yomtov. Since this question is still on "my ather-in-Law's table", it would be most impronver for me or anyone else to issue any definitive statement without his permission. 

It is superfluous for me to express my own confidence in your Helachic intecrity and in the meticulous care you always use before you reach ea Halachie decision. I am certain that your entire con- grergation shares this intuition although they may not have as moad 
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Rabbi Alex Weisfogel Pare Two 

a basis as I do for this statement. I am sure that any final de- 
_cision that you took on this issue was within the framework of 
Halacha. 

With warmest personal regards and Torah blessings , 

Sincerely yours, 

ceca : 

Rabbi M. D. Tenaler, 

Phad 


