~ Eulogy for Rabbi Wanefsky--May 30, 2000

R. Wanefsky was a fine talmid hakham, one who had to overcome enormous

obstacles i-o to achieve what he did achieve. He was left almost entirely alone in
the world--w the outstanding exception of the bnei ha-yeshiva who were his true
chaverim--and yet he managed to reach not only the heights of his potential
intellectually (=lomdus) but also ethically and morally: he had a healthy,
sanguine outlook and his attitude inspired those who worked w him.

Normally, describe him as sagi nahor-- standard euphemism... But in his case, is
more a literal>euphemistic descrip'n: he saw farther/deeper than most people.

There is a subtle but very real difference between "sight" and "vision." Thus, on
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Just as there is physical, optical sight, there is spiritual-prophetic vision. And
just as in spiritual vision there is highest level of prophecy, so are there other
levels of spiritual vision/insight...and this=special gift of R. Wanefsky:
wonderful midos tovos-- acceptance of his condition, no grumbling, gratitude,
genuine friendship--ahavas ha-makom ve'ha-beriyos

Moreover, this capacity for human insight is infectious, it inspires others....
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His lot in life was not at all easy. How he had to struggle--physically, socially,
intellectually--in all ways--to attain...
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So our dear chaver, R. Wanefsky: he tasted much bitterness without turning
bitter, and he reached heights of learning and achievement in Torah that few
others could attain under such difficult and heart-breaking conditions.

As his neshama arises before the Court On High, he goes accompanied by the
tokens of his struggle -- his unending efforts which, unlike Shevet Levi, made
him very special, & deserving of the highest praise --
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