/
N4
N b, Massapoag Lane

Sharon, Mass. 02067
March 5, 1974

Dear Rabbi Lamm,
I want to commend to you lMeyer Levin's new book, "The Obsession,."

For a long time, the tastemaking literary media in the United
States have been in the hands of Jewish critics who are uniformly
assimilationist in attitude. In recent years their control hag become
increasingly all-inclusive, Their put-down of works having positive
Jewish content is regular and systematic, and not governed by objective
literary value. Disclosure of this situation, at least to the Jewish
community, is g necessity. The facts that Levin brings to light are
only the tip of g very nasty iceberg. But his book is g superb beginning,
and the first to throw any light on thig subject at all,

This is not hallucination or fantasy on Levin's part. It is quite
real. When you have read the book I should like to send you further
corroboration.

"best" Jewish literary work in Americg is uniformly derisive in its
attitude toward Judaism. The more sensitive may even wonder why

even Tevye had to be given an assimilationist twist in the final scene
of "Fiddler on the Roof", in which marriage to a goy Supposedly heralds
a new era of understanding,

It is not by chance that Herman Wouk is reviewed by Granville Hicks, g
former member of the Commuinigt Party, and consigned to th#back Pages.

I.do hope you can look at this book ag Soon as possible. The put-
down it will recelve in the press is, of Course, predictable.

Warmest regards,

lMyron S. Kaufmann






