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REFLECTIONS ON A MIRROR
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In this morning's portion, we read the instruetions con=-
cerning the construstion of the laver, the "kiyyor," as
follows: A2 BN Ao 8 Afin g ()> Al ARSI Ak by
The use of these copper looking glasses or mirrors, was
an occasion of disagreement andloontroversy in the days
of old. "Ye read that Moses objected to the women do-
nating their mirrors for use in the Tabernacle.
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The mirror is an instrument of vanity and a tool of T
temptation, and vanity, Moses insisted, has no place in
a Tabernacle, And yet, our rabbis continue and tell us
that Moses was ultimetely foreced to accept the "maross
tzov'oas", asthe Torah clearly indlcates. VWhy was this?

Two answers present themselves to us. And the
answers indicate two of the most important functions of
a Synagogue, two seemingly opposite yet really comple=-
mentary principles of a "mishkan".

The first is indicated by the Midrash (see Rashi):
When the Jewish men folk were herded into the forced
labor camps as slaves of Pharoah; and subjected to in-
human working eonditions, we are told thet their women

brought them their food and thelr necessities., But we



