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Commencement orations in Hebrew are not an innovation. There were four foreign language
addresses at Harvard in 1685—two in Latin, one in Greek and one in Hebrew; the Hebrew
one was delivered by the son of President Increase Mather. A record of seven Hebrew
speeches were given at Dartmouth. I read parts of the one given at Columbia in 1800. The
language was Rabbinic Hebrew, and it was atrocious—full of errors. In the intervening years,
the only Hebrew commencement talks were delivered beginning 25 years ago—at Yeshiva
University. Having no intention of interrupting a developing tradition at this point of my
career, I beg leave to address the graduates in the Holy Tongue, and I will offer a very brief
synopsis in English thereafter.
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