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The =cane of Jacob wrestlivg with & strange & Al lant khas  always
been a source of wonder and mystery. The Sages =saw  in this
shranogar bhe wwy Pwoanw andc that, o b, gave further cases for
spaeculation.

My interpretation is psychological-moral, ancd attemots to explailn
viot only certain details in the verses describing the encourrtenr,
ot al=o  the position of this tale in the rest of the Tovak s
rarrative.

Jacob, on that fateful night before maeeting ks Drother BEsadl, ]
wresthing with ki Wisc il ence——phettaer, his bad  consciendce. Al
Prcleseadct, Bl may weall kave beer what 20 0 kRad o mind when they
paerntifiacd Him as Twy Fw o Yw.

Covesidaer Jacob s native, ivadig s character. He s describedd @as
avSre awst on wor apyrare-straight, totally honest, almost  vaive.
Yeat-——or maykhe therefore--—le was Twy aFya nihnas Yath, kolding on
to Ezmau for sheer survival. This, khowaver, i=s precisely what et
Fim into trouwble, the main troubkle being that ke iz talze to  his
own nature, his intrinsic character.

Whent s motmer suspects that i= reacdy, wrongly, to  award
the  Abrak@ami tic lessing to Ezmauw, ke willingly participates 1
ther dacaption of [saac mheal g the bles=ing from bis brother.
Later, when ke works for Laban and feels he =5 being wrongead, by
cley i mes a schaemns o enrickh himselt and enlarge bis Flock:

Th@re = momething morally offensive about these  two e clerts
anc  thaey seem to have dogged hiz footzteps Throughout  history.
Ware they really immoral actse

That P pracimaly whal  worried  Jacob. O the  eve  of S
potenrntially disastrouws meeting with Esaw, 8 st Fimally
covtront Fois mEge g COvEESc ] erse ., e wreast | e Wi Bk B i
CONMBC | enca-—the ange of Emau'——wnti 1 dawn {accoraing o T
Micrasbo the cdust stirred up by their struggle roze to the Divine
Thraore, Pae., b= we a meriows moral encounter whickh  was ot
meraly a case of “Jewizk guilt or an overextended superego’ out
a genuine, objective casze of right and wrong. Jacobh must  settle
Ao tE Witk Rimsaelt, before mis Maker, bhetore e @gos:s  off (A}
meet Esau.

Witk tie  break  of day Bher mhruagole = DT, Jacolb

tre i umpkant  anad is therefore awarded tHe name BREww, for ke
Fought with otk Umarn and angelt-—what @ beautifual description of
COVERC | @y, that amalgam  of the khumaon  @nd the  divine, ARTERS
angel i dimeresion of the human persornal ity ! But nonethel frya
' rot o Laave Lo DoDnT By vyRIx RAAY, ke leaves Limoiog.

i




What does this mean? Lt means, 1 beliaeve, that Jacob iz  cleared
of the charge of moral infraction. Neither legally nor  ethically
is ke to e faul ted, the G o 3
pointed  out, It was [ G s Intention al

AL, @ Frof. Camuto e
L along to  reserve RARTE]
core of  tkhe Abrakamitic bl iigr (ommas nona-e-that of vy oand yhe
Zraws ) for Jacob; it was the bler T ke gave ho Jacobh  Gua
Jacaob, and whick ke odid not offer ta @i ther when Jacol posad
i Faay or wher Bz came o [saac in ks own right, Al Bhere

really no other way to salvage what ke kad worked for and
rightfully  owned  from s scheming uncle  Laban; (ST B o T- N AT N #
resorted  to iz own brand of trickery, ke would have forfelted
what was s by right.

Thiis explains why ke triumpkled o thhe wr tlivig matck with  Pw o yhw
Ty . A yet, there s oan odor of moral ambiguity that hover:

aver the two incidents. Why s=o? Not because Jacok = guilty on

objective grouncs, but because, whelbrher or noelb e o /4 cholce,

S ACEions went conirary o &is o innate characier, hey  made
Fim HCE Contrary Lo Frs owlr meral s bure! Orie feaels this elament

ot di ance all througk this narrative on the early career of

Father Jacokb: tLhere P mome to g Adisturting, urrEhural

IE@pTop”T i ate, Jarrivig. The on wes i@ oh aching  with nyma=en,

Herce, Fe bears the wourne wictk boipesetracks Tre ke wal A, frr

leaves withh a disjointed bip. Indeead o an element s

parsoral ity , @ s Far revealed, i@ dislocated, o less than, i1

the  physical realm, a dislocated kRip. (Only later, according 1o

ther Sages, will this e haaleaedd: YBh 23 obw——oow Aty obw Ayt wava
AnyFEs HDONIW——959% 20 oYw o Fanthhnat o vaamsal, )

Wher we meat Jacob i the begivming of wxy, the =sun 15 setbting.
Albarbarel interprets  that dream as the torment of & guilty
corsciaence  bacadse of the self-same stealing of the  Dles:sings,
The revelation of God at that time was meant to assuage Jacaob.
Bt apparently, kis guilty conscience did not go away until Thob =
il L= lacdgacd  encourter wi th it i mRwea. Only after Thio=
arcourter has e cleared himself in S/ owh eves, and therefore,
sheac  of @ e EUT, WRWR P ARy, Lhe s vismas on im,
Foism recorad s clearec, the torture anma torment o A oFvim by 1w
Wwy Bw i now oa thing of the past, ancd the darknes: Lift=s  from
Fris urdernac  moul Cwoal BFzana o-19 Sx ovio avEhta TNtk o,
Jacobh's o © 2P s oW Who L e -DPWw s an--oice acé i, The  circle
i= complaete: SR raemarkable tEtral ghtne . ] sterling
[o NI =T A R T = back v foous, and rot evern a whispaer  of  moral
amiguity follows kRimy @ven his shigbt 1ims s aventlally cured.

We maEy vow understand why the Torak relates the story of  Shechaem
anad the rape of Dinak immediately after this tale of the douldlse
arcouter-—wi th the Cangel of Ezan anad with Esau beimesel .,
(Y te Skheckhem story, Jacob khad a perfect opportuni ty Lo
weariceEarics against Shechem and his people who fully  deserved
for e foul  crime that had been committed. Bt the hmew!!
Jacop--indeed the “old,' oviginal Jacob--could vot and would oot
play that game. His somne, Levi and Simeon did indeed do that, and
Jacok was inceresed by their actions. How doss the Torakh  describe




the i plan?--manea 97O MmN NERY ODw ns o aFyT Ti1a Yayoeh, they
reliaed on a deception—one, indeaed, whickh was morally defensible

semeeAdncl remiviscent of the  Jacob who
ad  deviated from kHis own nature, the Jacobh wkho o obtained  kis
rother s bl rig owi bk deception: AEptY aRhRa ghthRn Kk wmrea
Tnona. Jacob, v reproaching the two brothers, could well  have
advanced the moral argument, but ke did not, and instead offered
A purely practical reasor-—that they were few in number and Tlves
indigenouws population would rize up and, =ince they outnumberecd
tine Jacob clav, destroy them., The reazorn: Jacob, who o had  btwice
Pl msen srotect oo & kv of e, felt urnable to take the gk
moral road to kis own chilaodren who kEnew well their father's  1ife
shory . Instead ke gave them a military axplamnation, @ mentionaed,
whick really kmeld no water for, as we read 1right after this
i clent, omtnaatan nwe ovhyn Sy DuvEte nnn mth. L.

it & deceptior vevertihe ] ass

At this point, AFEQn nrata ananhas nent, Daeboraky, the last orve  to
e intimately associated witk Ris mother Rebecca, dies-—and with
e varishes  the last taint of un~-Jacobian character that khad
colored iz life at the behest of hig adoring and loving mother.

Fivally, there iz the divine charge to change khis name from Jacob
to  I=zrael. There = momething strange  about  this that  hkhas
Falakhic ramifications: aAbram's vame was changed to abrabkam, Al
that = the  way it remaivs in Soripture, anad the Halakkhak
conziders 1t a transgression to refer to him as Abram. Yet atter
Jacob's name 15 changed to Israel, the Torak itself often refers
to khim oas Jacob, and the Halakhah declares that he continue:s  to
hear Loy names., Wy  the difference? Because Abbrakam Fras
urclergone  a  compléete and irreversible change of  status--ftrom
private individual to historic, public figure——wheraas Jacob ke
simply reverfted to his origival vature, and it theraforea
inappropriate to ban mention of the name Jacob!




