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‘ NORMAN LAMM Testimonial Dimner to Rabbi Jung

Hotel Pierre, N.Y.C, ' June 3, 1962
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In the preparation of this book, "The leo Jung Jubilee Volune," which I
unmmuw-mwhmmwming.nmda
artist to prepare a drawing which is undcaﬁubh:ding. It is 2 somelhat
surreslistic pieturs of a prophet, Elijah, helding a book, lNerged into
the actual drawing is a Hobrew inseription from the Second Book of Kings,
18146, which reads ye'yad haeShem haytah ¢l Eliyahu, "and the hand of the
1srd was to Elijah,” That is an idiom that means that the prophet Zlijah
was uader divise inspiration,

I believe that this verse summariges the tributes that the previous speakers
have so eloguéntly paid to éar own own Eliyahu, our beloved Rabbi Leo Jung.
We feel that his unequaled record of service to Torah and the world Jewry

is a result of a lifeelong divine inspiration drawing upon the wells of Torah
of both parents and teachers, amongst whom were counted some of the greatest
Jowus of the past generatien,

Allow me to drew your attentiom in particular to the peewlier ddiom, “and

the hand of the Lord was el Eliyahu, to Elijah.® Normally the biblical
expression for divine inspiration is al, "the hand of the Lord was on prophet,®
not o1, "to the prophet,” Thus, with the prophet Ezekiel and others we read

ya-tehi slav sham yad haShem, "the hand of the Lord was upon him there.*

What is the difference? I believe it is this: whenm we use the expression
gl, that Ced's hand was on or over the prophet, we mean that God works His
design in humsn affairs through this individuals but the man himself remains
passive and insignificant, The prophet, over whom the hand of Cod has been
placed, is only a mouthpiece for God's message, His own personality cammet
be asserted, it has been suffocated, Tt might just as well have been
somebody else whom Cod chose for this mission, The prophet's character and

~ persenality are mbmerged in his duty. He is used by God, he never asserts
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r s his unique self, He is the fortunate accident of predistined history,
:

Blt'bqumthooxpnnungl, thhuofwuugthwapbet,
We mean that the prophet vetains his personality, He becones not a
pawn, but a pertnor of G-d, a co-worker in the divine drama,

M-ﬁmmm'utn_qg. His own indomitable courage and -
%esl were joined to the hends of Gol in changing the courss of Jewish and
world history, Not for a morent cen we tcmthﬁhnntandvimhu
mwutmpw,munwutm-muw.

m-uaiatrudnutwln‘un. Some people, by accident or
circumstance, find themsélves in the right place at the right time, A

men may find hhnlr @ Rabbi of 2 Congregation Just as the mighm'“

is improving and religious commitment is inereasing, History and sociology -
move through him, Their fom-focutmhhuubmam
lens, He contributes 1ittle of his own. People may appear as Presidents

of erganizations or institutions, of scheels and movenents, at the propitious
Junetures of history, Luckily they become the passive instruments for
oxecuting the divine will, Tbhnldtholclug_,m,thu.

lot s with m'uhndhbuumam. It is true that he was one
of the first English mm-mmu.-u—.aa such, He was
unodhtkp!bxtdmoftbmtﬁbnnluimcmnﬂm

ngmain!k'!ut, A-ruan,_ndmukn-y. Yet he was much more than
a lucky man, a happy chéice of fortuitons circumstances,

mummmm-ntbuvj’uotmmm He directed them, He
chaaneled them, 7o the tides of his times contributed of the significant
currents of his own personality. To the Rabbinata he gave dignity, charm
m.mawmqmmzumummuw
in this country, He established the highest ethical standards of the
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American Pebbinate, To his congregation and teo the laity in general
he presented & new and refreshing imepge as a Rabbi of unimpeachable
Orthodoxy Qﬁﬁ-d with bread ml Cultnl'o. and all the niceties of
a well-bred “nglish gentleman: the ultimate in Yorah im Derekh “rets.

To the Jewry of hie day, he gave elegance, integrity, and the firmess
of his charecter. Much of what is of abiding value in medern Ameriean
Orthodexy bears the ivdelible imprimnt of his own precious and unique

pare-nslity, Ve'y.d haoShem haitah e) Hliyahu. The hand of the Lord
mmtwhntoxbubd&nm.

 Rabbi June, in presenting te you "ihe Leo Jung Jubilee Volume® in affection
and in esteem, I want to wish you, Mrs. Jung, your children and children's
chldren, meny mny yoars of eontinued healthy, happineas, and serenity,.

I want you %o kmow that if your congregation fesls that, for these past

forty years, you have, figwreativel:, led it by the hand as & father

tenderly anu lovingly leads his child, then you have besn eminently successful
beeauss your other hand has been firnly grasped by that of Almighty God,



