
a
e
,
 

‘
 >
 

INTRODUCTION OF DR. NORMAN LAMM 
COMMENCEMENT - JUNE 4, 2003 

As we begin the awarding of diplomas, I want to recognize an honorary 

graduate of the Class of 2003. The candidate for our special recognition came to us 

at a time of great fiscal crisis and helped us through the fog of fiscal despair. When 

I assumed this deanship 19 years ago, we labored together to ensure that the Albert 

Einstein College of Medicine would remain the Hope Diamond in the crown of 

Yeshiva University. Our honoree is the distinguished President of Yeshiva 

University. As President he has personally conferred the degree of Doctor of 

Medicine on 4,607Einstein students. This is 3000 more than have climbed Mt. 

Everest in the past 50 years. Although President Lamm is not a Sherpa, he has helped 

more of us to scale the heights of success than is required of most guides. Indeed no 

President in the history of American medicine has minted more young medical 

doctors than Dr. Norman Lamm. And now after 27 years he leaves the Presidency 

in the able hands of Mr. Richard Joel to assume a new role as Chancellor of the 

University. Will the candidate, Dr. Norman Lamm, join me to receive a special 

award. 

President Lamm, I am honored to present you with the Uncle Albert Einstein 

Gold Stethoscope Award for distinguished service to the College of Medicine. You 

should know that it is very cool to drape the stethoscope over your shoulders like a
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scarf, let it hang from the neck - or actually plug it into the ears. In your new role 

as Chancellor you may use this special device to listen for the wheeze of the frail of 

spirit, the murmurs of the discontented, and muffled sounds of the faint of heart who 

would desist from supporting our noble purpose. Let what you hear guide you on 

a new path as you continue to serve Yeshiva University. We are appreciative and 

thankful for your devotion to our College of Medicine and we are comforted in the 

knowledge that you will always be “on call” for spiritual guidance. 
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