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The bitter debate evoked in American Orthodox circles 

by the suggestion of the president of the Rabbinical Council of 

America, at its Atlantic City convention to withdraw from the 

Synagogue Council and the New York Board of Rabbis has not 

yet abated, Members of the Council will deal with this difficult 

question at its forthcoming annual conclave in Washington. I 

am confident that they will consider all the important questions 

on the agenda that demand clarification both from the practical 

implications of separation as it affects American Jewry as well 

as all expressions of previous Jewish thought pro and con joint 

activity with non Orthodox institutions. 

This article will not probe the core of this complicated 

subject, nor will it offer unsolicited counsel. Which path the 

writer of these lines, a member of the Rabbinical Council, treads 

is of no concern. He will merely analyse one argument that is 

widely marshaled: "Do not dissociate yourself from the com- 

munity.” It appears that all major Jewish questions can be re- 

solved by this statement as though it were a political slogan 

or a magic formula. 
Leading Reform and Conservative spokesmen were the 

first ones to place the question of withdrawal in the category 

of “dissociation from the community.” One Reform rabbi en- 

visioned a dark fate for Orthodoxy: “Its lot will be that of the 

Karaites.” And this because they cut themselves off from the 

community. Many have chastized Orthodoxy with the rod of 
their wisdom and proclaimed the imminent danger to K'lal 
Yisrael, and particularly the Orthodox themselves because of 
their dissociation”. I hear the sound of shouting, but I do not 
know whether it is the shout of strength or of weakness, On the 
other side, the argument from the Rabbinical Council podium in 
Atlantic City proclaims that “they” separated first by breaching 

the wall of traditional Judaism, However, this argument is hard- 
ly valid, for the problem does not hinge upon chronology. What 
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