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It is in a glual capacity that we come to Synapgogne this evening to face
our Creator and implore His mercy. We come as individuals, each praying to G-d
for his own welfare and the wellbeing of his loved ones and his immediate family,
As kindividual men and women or as members of individual family groups we come to
the House of G-d to ask of the Lord of the world to bestow his divine blessings upon
us for this coming ye:r, Bult it ig also as member: of a larger group that we
assemble here this evening. It is as members of the Jewish people, as citizens
o' the holy community of Israel, that/:gngregate for these Kol Nidre services.

But how rich easier is it to appear in that first capacity - as individnal
people or as individual families. It is so mmch sirn:pler, both as far as understanding
nd emotion are concerned, to say: "0 G-d, please help me advance my businessz this
year", or: " Dear Lord, please heal my sick mobher", than it is to say, "Good G-d,
please serd healing to all Thy people', Notthat the Jew begrudges health to his
fellows - Heaven Forbid! - but since the commnity is more impersonal than the family =
or himgelf, he finds it diffienlt to put mach feeling into a request of that sort,
Somehow, the idea "community" is only an sbstraction, an ideal in which you are
interested - but it is no more than just that - an ideal or abstraftion. It is more
difficult to sympathize with 2 hungry Yemenite in Isrsel than with your only son
who is feverishly i1l in bed with a gripoe.

Conversely, it iz infinitely easier to acecept blame or guilt =s only one
menber of an enbire people, as only part of a great community, than as an individual.
I may despise the anti-semite, but when one of these fanatics shobbs, at a street
corner, that all Jews arc robbers, that does not bother me half as mich as it would
were he to single out me or my brother or family for such a stigma. It 1s edsier
to say I_Jl\se LN IJNQ,I;,_, "fe were guilty, we were tz'eacherous,_ EE were fraudelent!,
than it would be to say, forinstance, 1 ‘éfsg RS T ,'_.5NQ,-[L, "I was guilty, _I. was
treacherous, I was fraudelent". In plain colloquial American, it is easier %o pass

the bucks It is easier to share tie blame with others.
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Yet may we enter this holy place on this Yom Kippur eve, with this surrender
to the vested interests of the ego? Dare we recite _\P n?'b, "Forgive Us" with less

fervor and meaning and sincerity than (] nut "e were guilty"? Dare we pray individually

Uy’ _
and COI'lfeSSkSinS collectively? ‘bmte we 'fd.'\r.‘-l- sy t.mw..ulu\'\*"-\-m Lloudntde + wwnodh awn M:cr{ir %
' Purrtion
The Mishma relates the dramatic series of events which occurred in the sanctuary

the
vhen it was in its full glory and majesty. The Kohen Goflol,/High Priest, was the main

protaghnist in this holy #rzm ritual drama, and on the day of Yom Kippur he was in the
full splendor of his grandeurs ;\S‘jt L dnfe> [y 'WQ.It-"Ha.ppy ie the eye that saw all thisi"
On the night before the sacrad Avodah, on Yom Kippur eve, the Kchen Godol was not permitted
to slecpe. For he was the re regentabtive of his people and on a holy night of thie sort

he mast not allow Lthe heaviness of sleen Lo close his eyelidse. Mnd if it happened that
PIN] A#‘r {T.l 5 bthat the Xohen Godol wonld begin to drowge, the young priests would
snap their fingers and call to ‘:1.1.111,“' ﬁq g “\3 t{_.“, My Lord High Priest, stay aweke on
thiz holy night and remember your duties and obligations to the House of Izrae." Aind to
make sure bthat e Kohen Godol vould stay awalke they would read Lo him from the Book of
JObo

Nowr, what was there in the Book of Job which so fired the heart and conscience
of" the Kohen Godol that it kept him wide awake and acutely aware of hie regpongibillties
on this grave and solemn night? 'hy, of all Boo's, did they choose Job.

The story of the Book of Jobh is more or less knovn to all of use It tells
of this man Job who lost his wealth, became afflicted with the most devastating of
oriental slin digeases, lost hig lamily, and;jbitter and dejected, elequently complained
againgt his bibter fabe., Three friends who had come from afar to congole him tried to
Justify the punishment th=t G=d meted oul to Jeb, and the debate thal erisued is one of
t e worldts greatect discourses on Reward and Punighment, Suffering and Fate. But gtill

we may ask - how iz 2all this appropriate for the Kohen Godol on Yom Kippur eve?

You see, it ic the begimning and end of the Book of Job baat sre so terribly
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"There was a man in the Land of Uz, whose name was Jobjy and b.ab man was wholehearted
and voright, and one that feared G-d and shunned evil". He had a large famlly - seven
song and three daughters — and he was extrenely wealthy. And he was well known, for
he was the gre?.tési‘. of a1l the nobles of the Wear-Easte Put his sons and daugiters were
unlike their father, Their lives eonsiszted of i‘ea—sts and banguetg. Every day of the
week called for ancther celebration, This round of partieg certainly did not make for
spiritual elation., So Job would blesc tem with heavy heart.And early every morning he
wonld rise and offer burnt offerings, one for each child, and he would say, "it may be
t-ab my sons have sinned, and blasphemed G-d in their hearts", PiNigy P;, 2/ :){, ¥ Hoo
"Thas ddd Job continuslly". It =zeemed that Job would spend a Lifebime in this paternzl
and benevolent and kindly bwdparsew interest in his children., But noyhere is 1% written
hot Job had a friend., Nowhere is the comminity or people of Job mentioned, So much so,
that we de not even know whetlier thls man Job was a Jew or a Persian or an ASsyrian or
what note. He was a lone wolf with his sole interests in hisz own family.

Tt wac then that 0-d surrendered Job to Satan, and Job had heaped upon him the
woes and worries, the trials and tribulaticns of which we spoke previously. But Job
Ww~8 perplexed and hurbs Why should G=d punish him s0? Wags he not 0 ‘Q,‘l r.N
an honest, G-d fearing man? Was he not a good family man? Did he not offer burnt offerings
for his children? And if G-d would not accept his jrguments, why would he not, at least,
aceept his orgyerst...lt wag after long :nd bitter suffering, and as a result of profound
thinking and intrspection that Job found the key to his problemse
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Mand the Lord changed the fortunes of Job, when he prayed for hies friends; and the Lord

gave Joh twice as much as he had before',.

What a great and vonderful secret Job had discowvered; it is not enough to

bring burnt of ferings for yourself or your family - you mst slgo pray for your fikends,
your heart must be big enough to encompass all of the community and your actions must
benefit 21l of society. Man is a social being and not a family menber alone, It is not

the el.n, but the commnity that countse
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ind it is of this that the DIDD HYD , te young priests who kept the
night wateh in the Temple Courts, attempted to remind the Kohen Godol, ! ﬁ 3d DS Lk
Lord High Priest, how can you sleep on 2 night like this, how can you surrender
to the inviting comfort of sleep and divoree yourself from your people on Yom Kippur
eve? ?\\é (> "Ql];_,Lorrl High Priest, the eyes of all of Israel are on youl Tomorrow
you enter the Holy of Holies, and while you vill ask for forgiveness for yourself and
your family, yet your main task will be as mmbassador of the entire community of
Israell [l'\ LR g Lord High Priest, remember Job — family interests are insufficient
even if you are aQiy p.p » oven if you the High Priest of Israell You may be
troubled by your o'm sins, and the gins of your children who may have gone astray,
but de not areoccupy yourself withh your own personal affairs Lo the cxelusion of 211
elses Is it not possible that these sing of you and your family are a result of you
failure to sufliciently consider the greab congregition of Israel? Is not the community
an extenglon of the home and the hore s miniature of the commnity? And, my Lord High
. _ Mh@ omur-k.d,
Priest, even your prayers for yourself and your fauni.l.yl until, zg Job, you pray for
your friends, for your people, for all peoplel"

My friends, ag a Rabbi I dars not underestimate the grestness and goodness
of my fellow Jews. As you congregate &n this holy place on this Kol Nidre eve I
recognige in you a spark from the Divine Soulgof the High Priests of olds For in an
age vhen go many Jewsg so complete ghirk their religious duties, when so many Jews are
conplete strangers-#m 2 synagogne, you who do come are as Hi.h Priests. I concede and
affirm that you wm “ra e\-',\?h {1511 4y pa, vhole-hearted, righteous and G-d
fearing men and womene And if perhaps I am younger than you, thain allow me the privilege
which the Kohen Godol of 0ld =1lowed the NN 1p>P, bhe young pricste vho stayed
up with him on thir night - the nrivilege of snapping my fingers and crying out Q,i[’c
ﬁqd |93~ my dear older friends, wake upl Let us learn from Jobl It is not sufficient
r

to come here as rugged iodivualists, it ie no [/e.:v:f}__hi to cone to pray for your families.
Remerber that you helong to a great and noble people, remember to pray in the plural,

| let the burden of the entire eommunity weight upon your shoulders; be at one this holy
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night, with the entire congregation of Israel.

You cannot sing an oratorio by yourself, I care not how splendid your voice may
be, You must merge your voice in the chorus., You cannot render the Fifth Symphony by you-
rself, I care not how well you may play on some single instrument, You must blend your
efforts with those of an enﬁre orchestra, !

As we proceed to the laariv Services of this holy Kol Nidre night, let each of

us join his prayers with those of all the congregation and those of all of Israel.

s

Let us merge our voiges with the chorus of all of Israel's worshippers and let our t,hough..'
blend with the heart-felt supplications of all the House of Jacob. -
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And, as with Joby, may the Lord change our fortunes to good, and mc‘]He give us lwice as
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mich good as we had before, Amene



