
THIS IS THE CORRECTED AND PREFERRED TEXT! ! 

NORMAN LAMM LECTURE OUTLINE TWN OY nwi7) Jan 13, 2008 

HALAKHA ON CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM--2008 

I Gen Introd: strictly Hal, not f poltclly correct: Invitd Xmas offe parties? 
Return Xmas cards? Isr: Chrtn pilgrms; long histry Chrtn a-S? Cardinals/YU? 

II Hal on Idolatry in gen: /hstry--“Exclusiveness and Tolerance” by Jacob Katz 
Rife in ancnt world but receded: 0137 nxiw-'n na t"y-'X M3 JAM "AY? 

Main brunt ow an 7n=anti-idltry.# | Add: ox ow AY IY Oa YY THTPS BY 
(x"y '3 t"y AIwn) WN MINI?) nA? WW Viw?) PoRwAY ,TOy nnd) nxw? 

Harsh strictures; Talmud: #5, 8 joxway ,apy nny) nv) TON 2 

III YET see them as Humans — #2, 3, 4 even Maim: #8 '),'7 

IV Is there difftrnc in Hal between Islam & Chty? 

Islam: Maim: #1 0...Chty: Maim--: #8'7,'8 BUT: #14 

1858 (a-%0D ww 19 ond "02D Pa Y7aAA YY PAY PID Awa WRI W? ON aN 

V Big Q= Who is a pagan (t"'yy)? Is Syncrtsm ty? 

Many pow (8"27 8"20 4") nw forbddn t J, not t 3--# 16... 

Does_everyone agree? NO! Maim on orgins "py :#1| 5 7127.01 7108 
Classical 0°7).wx7 N7)2T!! 

VI Has status of Goyyim changed? 

Maim: NO... But: x"awn -- #1 2(and if time #14) 

And especially Meiri- sea change!! #6, #7 

VII TheHal Today: # | 32, 
ALL: 013 can attain sprtl heights: oy?2 ,7n°; Maim:7".8 "Pon... 

FAY PIONIW? PI PI AWN PA WRK Pa PAN) Daw Yy IN Py ('Y NII 7K) 
poy aw wipr mn oN YW pwyn D> 99m ANDW 72, 

(time)From Ray: Q: Today, whn idolatry is no longer practiced, what is relevance to 

us? A: essence idolatry=reverse of '723 72179X%—-Gd=center of all our values; Hence if 

axiologicl center of our existence is something other than God, as material possessions/ 

science/ success... THAT is t"y 

VIII. You can nowanswer the questions ...._ The Hal is rather “liberal” in 
respect of non-Js, Chrstns or Moslems, BUT: don’t initiate such inter-religious 
involvements; or show excessive enthusiasm, for 3_reasons: 

a) mark of respect to view of 0"229; b) socialzing> intrmrrg 
c) always remember history—from betrayal by o°1"7 (early Chrtns) all way to 

Crusades/pogroms/Holoc’t; Islam frt Mohammad/fanatics Mddl Ages/ tday 
Persnl Anecdote: Jer-0°7D0 72%. [7°87 °19/)9778/"7 DR 1272 NT 2 -- he 
scandlzed. So: Rashi: 07737 198; Metzudot:3'"8 "PON YX;Jbn Ezr:0°37 Ww) 

IX. Concluding Message —from The Ray #14
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II Hal on Idolatry in gen: /hstry--“Exclusiveness and Tolerance” by Jacob Katz 
Rife in ancnt world but receded: 03m nxiw-'3 M3 t"y-'k mA JAM "AY 

Main brunt owan m71n=anti-idltry.# L.Add: ox om APY Oa YY THR D> 
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Harsh strictures; Talmud: #5, 8 }pxwa) ,apy nny) nN’? TOK I 

Ill YET see them as Humans — #2, 3, 4 even Maim: #8 '),'5 

IV Is there difftrnce in Hal between Islam & Chty? 

Islam: Maim: #1! 0...Chty: Maim--: #8'7,'8 BUT: #14 

1858 (a-%0D wow WY ond 'oID Pa Y7aAA SY PAY Pd OW WLR w? ON aN 

V Big Q= Who is a pagan (t" yy)? Is Synertsm t''y? 

Many apo» ( X"07 X"20 4" ) Hnw forbddn t J, not t --# 16... 

Does_everyone agree? NO! Maim on orgins t"y :#15 39.02 710N 
Classical 0°217X87.7777T1!! 

VI Has status of Goyyim changed? 

Maim: NO... But: x"2w7 -- #1 2(and if time #14:) 

And especially Meiri—sea change!! #6, #7 

VII TheHal Today: # | 32, 

ALL: 0°") can attain sprtl heights: oy?2 ,9n°; Maim:7"x "on... 

TAY PIYNAW? PI PIA AWK PI weKx P2 PAN Daw YY IN Dyn ('V RII WN) 
poy AW WIpA nn oN Yw pwyn °D> 99m ANDW Pr, 

(time)From Rav: Q: Today, whn idolatry is no longer practiced, what is relevance to 
us? A: essence idolatry=reverse of '12 4212X%—Gd=center of all our values; Hence if 

axiologicl center of our existence is something other than God, as material possessions/ 
science/ success... THAT is t"y 

VIII. You can nowanswer the questions ...._ The Hal is rather “liberal” in 
respect of non-Js, Chrstns or Moslems, BUT: don’t initiate such inter-religious 
involvements; or show excessive enthusiasm, for 3 reasons: 

a) mark of respect to view of 0"2799; b) socialzing> intrmrrg 

c) always remember history—from betrayal by o°1" (early Chrtns) all way to 
Crusades/pogroms/Holoc’t; Islam frt Mohammad/fanatics Mddl Ages/ tday 

Persnl Anecdote: Jer-0°750 79%. I "77°87 /°79/)7778/"77 DX 199298 7W 2 -- he 

scandlzed. So: Rashi: 0°937 128; Metzudot:a" x8 "Pon YRXzlbn Ezr:0737 1) 

IX. Concluding Message —from The Rav #14


