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KIHBL&RS AND CA8R1SES Of J O m i S H ' S LIGHT

In discussing the eonKsandment of Ohanukkah l ights , the Talmud raise $

a probtem which i t fon ulsttes Mf ftodlakah osah mitzvah, or fianaehah eseh

adtavmh. That i s , what Is the essential witinrah of the lighting of the

Chanakkah l ight , i s i t the kindling of the l ight i t se l f , or the placing ©f

tha l i t menorah in I t s proper place* For 5ust as we must ki&dle the l ight ,

so must «e make sure that the i^norah i s placed in a proper spot, Thus,

for instance, i t Mist not bs to© low, and I t must not b© to© high* More

important in th£ days of the Talmud, before the advent of crcwied c i t i s s

and skyscrapers, when every family liv@d i s a house which opened iato a

courtyard, «hich ia turn opensd into the public square, ths Chanukkah

M»»orah was to be placed outside the door, in th® courtyard, so as to

insure proper pirsum of the plrgcle mm to publish or proclaia In public the

fact that Q-d»s providence e3ct#«ds crver His people Israel# Vfettt then i s

tha major aspect ©f the aitgyah of Chanukkaht hadlakah or hamachah —

kindling thai l ight , or nmrrpimg t)m l ight to i t s proper pl*ee?

Insofar as th« Balakah i s coaeeraed, the Talmud «iu«t of course choose

©B@ or the ©th#rt hftdlwkah or l»asjshith^ kindLing ®T carrying, Im t l»

larger sense, howrer* whmn WQ deal with tha l ight of Ju4&i«, i t aecms

to me that both are true* ''e must haw both h&dlfek&h and hanachah, the

kindling of the light and the carrying i t to i t s ^r#p#r plse#» F@f the

triumph of Torah, for the dissemination of Judaism, we need both kiiwliers

and carriers — those who Mttl proirl^ b̂© sabst»ae# of th® Jewish t p i r i t ,

and those who will #nd©w i t with proper peto©4| those utio will give i t

content, and those *ho will shape i t s forms those who ^111 provide tha

inner l ight of the sp i r i t , and those *bo tslll ctrape I t with th® proper

outer appearance) those, in other nords, who will kindle ^udalsa1® light

and those who n H l carry I t to ths darkest and remotest recesses of the

hearts of almost lost Jens md Jewesses*
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Our problem in Jewish l i f e has not usually bean tfae absence ©f Torah.

There subways have baen find always w i l l bo a t l eas t a few dedicated souls

«h#, a© matter what tfae hardships and hm tm t h e i r number, wiH s t r i ve

t© l ive the l i f e of Tospah and pass I t ©a to the n©xt generat icn. Our

problem, ra the r , has hmn the proper p imaa •* th© proper p reaen tab i l i ty

©f T^rah to t h t Jewiah publle a t Xar^s* S^@tia©s w© hav@ aliened f@rah

%& appear unpres«fttabX@ • Somttswa we hâ @ fai led t o |»y suff ic ient

a t tent ion t© tb@ h an a c hah, to whir© w® have placed Torah, t© t l » kind of

eurreundiags we have provided for i t . va ha^e soiaetiwes fa i led t© present

th© l igh t of Judaism i a a t t rac t i im form, in an appeara»e« that w i l l be

appealing to the public a t l a r g e . Vh hem allowed the page in the Torafe

t© turu 3rellfiw and b r i t t l e , th« ermn of f ©rah to t a rn i eh , !fe have

permitted our services t o b©eonw unkempt and our synagogues tmhandsoioe«

have alleged the acliools of T©rah barely to subsis t in shabby bui ldings ,

in a s t a t e of d i s repa i r , the face of Torah faded, i t s image frayed, i t s

scholars and students threadbare and often hungry. We have forgotten the

principle of fiirauia. W@ have forgotten the mitgvah of hanachah. We have

forgotten to c a r r / proudly as n a i l as .kindle properly*

Torah wi l l aluays e x i s t , but whether, by &nd l a r g e , the people ©f

I s r a e l Mill l i ve meaningful, s p i r i t u a l existence a depends on hoi* wen we

«arry to them the radi&ne® of Torah1 s l i g h t j hm muea e f for t we devote

t# plaeiag thi l igh t of Torah in deeent adequate respectable surroundings.

I believe i t nas Samson Raphael Hirveh who once cowiented sadly t h a t the

fate of Judaism often depends on s o u t h i n g as picayune ma the c leanl iness

of the local kosher del ica tessen. Ihat i s no l e s s true today than i t was

in hi® day» More important, the fate of Judaism usually depend© upon the

a t t rac t iveness and prosperi ty of our major yeshivot .
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I t i s , appropriately, in the Haftorah of this Sabbath Chanukkah, that

we read of the vision of the prophet, Beohariah, who sees before him

Joshua, the Itohen ^adol* the high priest — the syiabol of fat®, the

guardian of Yorah and the Jewish sp i r i t . As befits such a symbol, he was

*standing b©f©re th# angsl of th« lord** Bit th®r» was, ia addition t#

Joshua und the angel, a third Individual pr®s@ntr nhnd Satan was standing

at h is right hsmd to ©bstrti^t hi«.w Who i s i t who aecuses Joshua? *fho

i* i t uh© scolds him aisd reproaches him? We nould think that i t i s Satan*

But, no, i t i s not Satan• ?©r t%tan i s silenced by the L©rd iKmaolf • •

ha*Sfeeia 'bekha hs»^itan» Of what ean he mennm th® studsnts of T@rah'r

Of wrongdoing, of crusltf, of barbarian mm wh#n th# Torah itoalf i s th«

sourc® of honor and righteousaaass snd kindness? Bsssark&biy, i t i s tht

angel ĥ© accuses Joshua* I t i s the angal who i s angry idth him*

hayahi la-rushi begadim toQ'te.v<.»0B»d l lfnel

Joa-hoa wai dressed in soiled g a r ^ n t i and standing ©©fore th® angel.* Has

this not to© often baen th® picture of Torah and i t s students? Alvajri

standing r©v@r«aitly beforo th# &&g®l of ^is I^rd but dress©d in bsgadlm

m, solLsd garments! the guardiana of Torah have too oft®n

i t to bn pres@nt«d to JGMB as unappealing, usmt t rac t if®, unhandsow©,

alien, •% ha-v® allowed the inner beauty of Torah to b« obeeurad by

an unk^pt s p r i e r * And «h«a we make th® dreadful t r ror of thus

pr®s@nttng T&rah, \m sin gp&'riousl^ against i t* For then we guarantor

that J«i»8 « i l l r@j®et the g twt tg t spiri tual tr®*swr® thef have. Vhtn

J«w» will a»© Torah in such a countenance, they will automatically lower

i t in their estistation• %sn «# «t*©» T©rah end Judaism in the guise ©f

b^gadim tgo ' ia , tbtti poopl* will naturally not n#l€e«e i t t® th# parlors

of their personalities, but confine i t to the cellars of their souls and

consign Torah to the slums of tht wind»
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And so t a e ange l commands Joshua? h a s i r u r e t ha~be ̂ adim, h a - t a p ' i m

me'alav, *»rid him of his f i l thy garments," and instead $ halbesb otokha

maehalat%et, ttI have dressed you in robes* in holiday garments.11 Away

yith the soiled appearance, and put m «. presentable4 respectable face.

Then l i i angel t e l l s Joshuas wThus sayeth the t#rd ©f hostss If y©u

will go in My w«yf if ywx will ©bsenre % obserr®neesw — in other words,

if you %?iH observe t l^ eontents ©f T#rah, if you n i l l k&adle the light

of Judaism and observe i t s precepts; end, in addition, you will also not

forget the externals t to support the l i ^ i t of T©rah, to proride i t with

the proper piraum, ftand also you « i l l judge my house and also you will

take care of ay courtyard1* — you n i l l pay attention to the exterior ©f

*ye«ish l i fe and Jewish inst i tut ions, eifen the courtyard n i l l be «©H

kept, then — Te.'nfctati lelcha ^^halkhim ben ha* oadlm ha^elah, then a l l

others will be s tatic and stagnant, Tor ah and i t s students will progress,

will develop, wi l l go from strength to str@ngth»

I t i s a tradition of The Jewish Center that w@ males an appeal on

Siabfoat Chanukkah for ths yeshivot of Israel* they are the kindlers, they

perform the hadlakah> they are th^ modem Joshuas. The importance of the

yeshivot, the kindlers, cannot be overrated* All scholarship in

i»p©rtant, but Torah i s the lifeblood of our people. Without Torah a l l

els® i s a fai lure. lou stay haw Jewish schools and Israel i inst i tut ions,

sponsoring learning of a l l sorts , but using Jewish lawyers and Jewish

scient is ts , Jewish doctors and Jewish areheelogists, but you wil l haw

no Jens, tithcrat the y^shiirot, without the stu4y of Torah and the

inc l ina t ion of i t s kindlers, J«i«ry must lapse iato a spir i tual darkness,

in which Jewish ey«s » i H atrophy, Jenish hearts slow dwm$ tim Jewish

soul turn insensitive.
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Imagine the tragedy If suddenly Israel los t a l l of i tg yeshiwt*

In ether ^ords, if the religious cwHimltjr of Israel lost i t s l ight of

Torah, it® *@ry heart.

For a l l of us who fought aid hoped; who helped @M supported the

drives of to modtrn Stata of Israel , the existence ©f th® ^sshlvot i s

«xtr»»ely sigpifi&ant. For «itb@ut the y@9hiwtf »o4®ra Israel Is just

another Xav&ntins s ta te , with no special significance to us or to history*

We nh® haire hoped and dreamed of a mm l ight of Zion ought to remember the

varse ia omr prayers «hi©h state© or.ehajtoh. a l T^ion t a ' i r — ttmay

mum a aew l i f ^ t to shine mm îon1* *- i s f ollow»d by t i» prayer,

major import of which i s the passage ttto obey, to learn, and to teach the

norda of ^m stu^y of thy ToraJu* The uew l i fe of &l©n will be

meaningless without the study of Torah.

^hat a pity i f tie mr® to allon the sacred set ools of Tor&h to

lapse into poverty, their resourees meager, their eountenaaee to ths

public unattractive.

A ^Salakh eonfronts each of us todtey and ehaHeages us with the

words haslru e t ha^begadte ha tgo ' ia ma*alar •* i t i s your sacred duty

to r p off the soiled garments from the body of Torah, and halbesh otekha

and dress i t in the finest finery you ean find* Bewembert

your duty to present Terah i l l j | « l l n | | i s not only a duty towards the

students ©f Torah. I t i s also something «hieh involves î i® l i fe of the

uneowmifeted Jew, both in Israel and the United States, Romeafcer the

impression made upon the uneoiBs&tted Je^ when he sees the insti tutions

of Torah impoverished, i t s fac i l i t i es erowdted, i t s students hungry.

There ia nothing that s«eee@ds like success, and there i s nothing that

fa i l s Xi3m failure • Do not sll@w Tor»h to be pitted* Torah mxs% be

admired and reverenced, never p i t i ed . Auay ulth the begadia
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th«B »chalatg<ft« ton twist rewrite th© hamchmh, placing in

n^lroBwent, v)»t th© stuta&g of farah p®rfor» «1^J tbair

hadlakah« Tern mxast bscsome the carriers to their kindling*

Wa appeal to you nsy friends to b&emse ths carriers of Judaias's l ight .

i"v# i t r>cw*r «sd infXuanea^ toesuty and public acclaia. Do aot pensit

T«rah to bag* Mbi i t i i ga i ty . R«MM»bar that ovssr siscty Institutions of

laraal ml? up<m tfaia appaal «© art naklag this momiMg*

^iaa ŵ  haTi d©»@ th is , and cmly thea# will the aalakh ^o« u® th*

vision which ha showed the prophetst th@ menorah of Judaism both

l i t and beautifully placed, so that a l l the world # i l l gaase and

ftUot by might and not by strength but by Ify %>irit# sayeth the Lord of

hosts.*1


