
Walter Wurzburger—Sheloshim (5/13/02) 
I heart-broken as rise to spk eulogy f my friend/colleague WW, membr fac YU/RCA 
I know him > 50 years 
Was an excellent Rabbi—I recall his servc in Boston (w Rav...), then Toronto (they 

dejectd tht he left); & finally Far Rockwy. My successor at TRADITION. Co-autrhrd 
“Treasury TRAD” 

He was the ideal of a scholarly Rabbi —studied philo Harvard, taught at YC(ince 67) 
Bt>teachr of philo; was a philospher—ideas were real t him, almst artifcts of the mind 

As a result—affectd his persnlty: transcendd pettiness...He livd/experienced grt 

thoughts. Was a Rav, a Lamdan—and also a man of culture, a thinker 

I owe t him my intrst in RHV—T.L...... 

Let me spk a bit about scope of his intellct by referring 1”) 97 1”2—tod’s "1? FT— 
deals w DW W?W 72W NpIN--- (explain) 
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The Tannaim thus disagree on the nature of the testimony. The Mishna holds that each 
set of witnesses is focused on an individual year. They are “specialists” and their 
testimony is combined and is accepted as valid N1TU for all 3 years. R. Akiva, however, 
disagrees. Unless they see the whole process, testfy to all 3 yrs as continuum—each is 

disqualified bec none offered testimony for all 3 yrs. No 4 way measures 

I hv grt respct f scholars of narrow focus—they often provide info tht is important for 

the synthesizers. But WW was not tht kind thinkr. Was more in sprt of R. Akiva—must 

see whole picture, must acknowledge context, .ideational envirnmnt...Broad/open/his 

curiosity & search f truth led him to t tk all learnng into scope hs theology/philo 

I always noticd a certain sadnss, or grarvitas..t any persnl problms, bt rathr to th kind 
of sobriety that issues both fr the process of ratiocination/intellection, and fr the 

philos’c pessimism tht afflicts those who take ideas seriously. I ofyten kbbitzed about 
his Weltscvhmerz, as if he carried th burden of the universe on his shoulders. His 

intellctl pain/suffrg vindicatd f me th words of Kohelth (1:18): TIN Vor NYT vor 

Indeed, there was some’g of Kohelet about him—sad/brooding/wise, as if he saw deepr 

int the human condition, and vindctd too words Hillel: 71” X12]W UTR? 1? 11) 
NTRS .LIIIWN INV X12) X2W OTN? 17 11) :19091 1) .k1) X?wWN 

We hv lost a grt & profound rabb’c thinkr, a grt and caring Rabbi, a grt & senstv tchr, 

a grt & kindly humn being. n”2Nin 


