TIC-EGALITARIANISM: HALAKHA AND TRADITION-3/15/2007

Intro: Ari Berman/Green/Jack Rudin...
Lecture 2controversial—no one will b hppy..bullet-proof vest—stones/tomatos
I ask y t hold yr prejudcs in ck, & undrstnd this=complctd subject,no simpl ans

Definition: EGM from French: egalite; is blief all equal, no hierarchy
EGM begins w Emancpn evn< Fr Rev (1789)to Congrss of Berlin (1878) &
then to 1933 (Rise Nazism); EGM orignates Europ; Rejctd by Cathl,some
Protst & most of Islam

In USA. EGM~Civ Rights Revol & also>morl reltvsm; persnl autonomy
(both unaccptbl to Hal)

Alexis de Tocqueville (1857) attributd idea of Equalty to Jsm (montheism).
BUTW.Europ; Elitists—Demcy (via EGM)=enemy excllnc; rject idea eqlty as
work of Js, so: hatefl. ISLAM too rejct democy/EGM univrslty, forgn t Isl trad.
(Explains tody’s mltant Isalmc assault vs Amrca, Isr). “The Great Satan™

So (2003) Pres Malaysia to 57 IsImc ldrs: “We=against a ppl who think, survvd
2000 yrs progroms by nt httng back but by thnkng; inventd Commsm/Scm/hum rights/
Demcy” — basclly repeating Hitler’s views

AMER EGM-—opprtnts Js rel Js t partcpt in Am socy; Ideal ©pON 098~EGM
Hs been good f Js—not only Orth, bt all who idntfy as Js; evn Chinese impressd
Dan Elazar:EGM in syngg~Ittl intrest t Isrlis. Need f indvchoice=incomprhnsbl

EGM Roots in Tor? Yes, but not domint all else. Will explain
Arguments For EGM in JSM;
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e The first objection to hierarchy and demand for EMG—n*{:
VITNY N DN DVTR DI NTYN D2 23 DI 27 DNIN 1IN TIDN DY) NUN DY 1DNRPN
N ONP DY INVINRA -- BUT THEY LOST!!




Arguments Against EGM in Jsm:

Radcl EGM - rade multicultrsm/assmltn/radcl non-judgmntlsm/intrgmrrg
Jsm:Distinctns:G-d/mn; man/animl; J/Gentl;0010/1n2; N7y nrn; NIN/T2Y;M/W
Tor is_Hierarchical. But note: “bottom” nvr totally derogatd...
*Mn/Gd: VAST, yt: imtate; thus: :3n2¥NN YHN 12 INYTN DTN NR-TRP DIONN
Yet: :3070YR 170) Ti22) DNOUND VYR INIVNM-- N OPNN
*Mn/Anml: 0»n 5y s MWD,
*HNIW N9 )00 — true, but trade-off: gets ©Tpn ,NMN
but also subject to burdensome restrictions—marriage, cemetery, etc
* pyn M Nn—(note from N7 MyT 5N 07am L)
True— but noblesse oblige. Imbues public w NN 721

*N18/72y Heirachel BTYTN oy msyd 12y nnpn; ASolk: concessn asiNin no»
*J/Gentl:opoN 0Y; 0myd YNIW Pa ST — Conce camp, last request ™ MWy NOW
BUT: many anti-Gentl quotes in Tal! MEIRI on 1yy thn/now;STRONG EGM

FM/W--NnT) VYW WY INSND — Abudrahm... dare I suppose n interest in M/W?

M/W _Equality: will touch 2 areas: ed & publc syngg partcptn/ldp. Ed=mr impt...
Bt 1'" lay down pracpl: diffce VALUE/FUNCTION. We d nt live our lives as Js
acc US Suprm Ct/Constin “equal+seprt=unequal. " Poltcy yes,bt not spiritully

Thus: seprt pews...sept & eql! ST:Rav Shach: "owin ntya opn 75 NV M

Moreovr: »”7¥nW ¥”n—Abudrahm (busy household) right: Tod, evn if

mechnzd homes, see latest Commentry wom wired f famy, home:
biochemcl factors=>more matrnl investment in ch, more atttractd t ch

Even more impt: concern future J famy---late marrg, fewr ch...I not blv wom

should be forcd to Iv marketplace/offc/labrtry —but priorty:Hm/Fam

WOM & TT:

92 10N MYIN YT ,MIN NI NN THY DTN N PONIY 12 ININ--V:) DV NIYN
M9om ATRYN N NN N2 nx T2nn BUT SOME INTRPRT R.El=n1w nsy
Rav: unvrsl/hstrc Qs, not mdxw 1w 111 as: Wom Ed; TuM; Zm: not immutbl
OTHERS: no matter hw deal w ©Non 'o>nn, motiv’n=crtrcal...evn f Men
MY EXPCE: post-collg Wom Progr at SCW; my Q toTova....
(0'pv19? Henkin: Yes—bt same qualfctns as Men...Botchko: »5v1-7522 /5nn)
Relvnt Documnt-Pathos: 7993 Mpn & aunt (2™ wf %), gr-d RTV)--.......
Fact: indvdl wom thru ages...studied in depth
Fact: Rav-Maim School; at SCW...1* publc 7w t wom (ST: R.Elberg...)
(ST: RY myg —Parnes—slippery slope...no one to hs defense)
Last 10 yrs Isr many post-HS f wom; tod: 20+;2 yrs ago 2000 Wm filled
NN O, 14 ©MYVY — no men—and and no mention feminism!
I FEEL : What a waste lost %2 J brain-power last 2500 yrs!

WOMEN ALIYOT:
The crtical text= N/ 19N — SaN NUNRIDONY JOP 19N NY2Y PINY PHIY YN 17N

Ma¥ T35 %N NMNI KPR &Y nex onan1ex Q—what does that mean?
TWO most recent disputants=R.Mendel Shapiro (RIETS, law in Jer) &
R. Yehuda Henkin (well-known po19).



SH: In Syng: if man reads Tor, wom OK rcv some n»dy as standard practc;
Impromptu outside shul if consnsus not violate 112>810 725, W cn read Tor too.
HNKN: nvr accept standard practc; if occasionl, w-o fanfare,in privt yn at
home. BOTH AGREE: only in exceptnal circumstncs; no if causes npyonn
HNKN: Wom’s nvYy=outsd consensus, not Orthx.

I disagree: unlike mixd pews, shul remains Orthx — but I NOT daven there

Not every yTn5=a po19; must hv standg in commy of ©pv9, esp if overturn
centuries of public decorum/conduct which defined Trad/»xmn f us

HAL AND TRAD= 2 sources f normatv practice...

Minhag: true not evey one ...(n77); but PT N LVIYI2 3NN N

Source: X P39 °5wn--THN NN YON ON) TN 100 12 ynv—Fathr=y71, Mothr=xnn
BEWARE: “but it is OK by Hal!”—nmnn mwia 525 )7any;

N/ND N7A--071 5y D21 ITHRYAY 190 DOV DTIP DIV N N2 DY NN 1IN NN NN
I HAVE ALWAYS FELT aside fr sources: rel bascally conservtv; keeps
structure fsocy/indvdl. ....

SUMMARY:

Need strike balance univsm/partclrsm, hierarchy & levellgn efct EGM

There are cases where EGM prevails evn acc Hal, & cases wher Hal Oks
EGM—but TRAD steps in and says NO —or NOT YET

Every synag should realz these Qs require yrs trainng...devotion/commtmnt
And leave it to Rabbi to weigh/measure the HAL & xmn & decide for hs cong
on basis his evaluatn sourcs/ppl



