
TJC-EGALITARIANISM: HALAKHA AND TRADITION-3/1 5/2007 

Intro: Ari Berman/Green/Jack Rudin... 
Lecture Dcontroversial—no one will b hppy..bullet-proof vest—stones/tomatos 

I ask yt hold yr prejudcs in ck, & undrstnd this=complctd subject,no simp! ans 

Definition: EGM from French: egalite; is blief all equal, no hierarchy 
EGM begins w Emancpn evn< Fr Rev (1789)to Congrss of Berlin (1878) & 
then to 1933 (Rise Nazism); EGM orignates Europ; Rejctd by Cathl,some 
Protst & most of Islam 

In USA, EGM>Civ Rights Revol & also>morl reltvsm; persn! autonomy 
(both unaccptbl to Hal) 

Alexis de Tocqueville (1857) attributd idea of Equalty to Jsm (montheism). 
BUTW.Europ; Elitists—Demcy (via EGM)=enemy excllnc; rject idea eqlty as 
work of Js, so: hatefl. ISLAM too rejct democy/EGM univrslty, forgn t Is! trad. 
(Explains tody’s mltant Isalme assault vs Amrca, Isr). “Zhe Great Satan” 
So (2003) Pres Malaysia to 57 Islmc Idrs: “We=against a ppl who think; survvd 
2000 yrs progroms by nt httng back but by thnkng; inventd Commsm/Scnv/hum rights/ 

Demcy” — basclly repeating Hitler’s views 

AMER EGM—opprtnts Js rel Js t partept in Am socy; Ideal Do P2N DYS~EGM 
Hs been good f Js—not only Orth, bt all who idntfy as Js; evn Chinese impressd 
Dan Elazar:EGM in syngg~Ittl intrest t Isrlis. Need f indvchoice=incomprhnsbl 

EGM Roots in Tor? Yes, but not domint all else. Will explain 

Arguments For EGM in JSM; 

* OND? WN 9D DDIWWY) 07} ODVAW DDWNI DD PON 'N 2799 0I9D DPN O28) ONN 

: PDN ANY TY PSY ION PIN IPI WN J) OW) 0390 

* NIN) PY NININ PN 73 AN) 993: PN 7T IAT 179192 NIIWA_N/VY 4773 
JD °NININI IAN YN NNW OWD INININI D?IWN NIN NININI OIWN YN ATWI INININ 
YIN TNA) NIWIN ANN 199W 099 NIN) 1179 YN WONN NOW) INININA W7NN YN IN 
OD nwd 195 prdw 7399) 

T pro prtM)v nwn- 
DPW TAN DN IND PIY NIV ,INIW NNN W9) TANIA IW ,JT922 PPM? OTN NII J292 
NPIAD OIDW 2799) NIN DPI 0777 9ND INIA PIy Noy ,YNIW 2 NNN Wd) 079070 997 .NIID 
“PINN IIT) NBN ANI OTN WN? NW 

an 197 OVO W WIND 
P2 WN PI ONAW? p21 P32 YINA NN) ONWA NX %Yy ON DYDD 
poy ANY WIPN NIT OTN DW PwYN 299 DDN ANOW pa Tay panwN 

e The first objection to hierarchy and demand for EMG—n47: 
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Arguments Against EGM in Jsm: 

Radcl EGM~>radc multicultrsm/assmltn/radel non-judgmntlsm/intrgmrrg 
Jsm:Distinctns:G-d/mn; man/anim]; J/Gentl;opta/yn2; AY NN; YWTIN/TIY;M/W 

Tor is Hierarchical. But note: “bottom” nvr totally derogatd... 
*Mn/Gd: VAST, yt: imtate; thus: : NAWNA) WN Ja NYTD) OTA NN-TapP DDN 

Yet: NIVYH IID) 112d) ODINN vy IIONA)-- N ODN 

*Mn/Anml: o»n ooya AS ,NNWD. 

*on Ww 19 yD — true, but trade-off: gets DTP ,ANNN 

but also subject to burdensome restrictions—marriage, cemetery, etc 

* oyn pon n’n—(note from 79 MT 9N 017. ) 

True— but noblesse oblige. Imbues public w nnn 123 

*ytN/Tay Heirachcl; BT IN AIP Wosy? Tay npn; ASolk: concessn asqNIN Nd» 

*J/Gentl:m PON DS; DNYD DNIW? pa ST — Conc camp, last request?) »wy Now 

BUT: many anti-Gentl quotes in Tal! MEIRI on yy thn/now;STRONG EGM 

*M/W--ND yatny AWyY NS — Abudrahm... dare | suppose n interest in M/W? 

M/W Equality: will touch 2 areas: ed & puble syngg partcptn/Idp. Ed=mr impt... 
Bt 1" lay down prnepl: diffee VALUE/FUNCTION. We d nt live our lives as Js 
ace US Suprm Ct/Consttn “equal+seprt=unequal.”’Poltcy yes, bt not spiritully 

Thus: seprt pews...sept & eql! ST:Rav Shach: "Own nitya DIpN TI MVD 7” 

Moreovr: 7% W_9”’%9—A budrahm (busy household) right: Tod, evn if 
mechnzd homes, see latest Commentry wom wired f famy, home: 
biochemcl factors>more matrn] investment in ch, more atttractd t ch 

Even more impt: concern future J famy---late marrg, fewr ch...] not blv wom 
should be forced to lv marketplace/offce/labrtry —but priorty:Hm/Fam 

WOM & TT: 

52 WON WIN 27 DIN ina NN 7927 OTN WN PNY Ja WIN--V:) AVID AW 
m99n AT Nd NA ina NN 19290 BUT SOME INTRPRT R.E]=n31w nyy 

Ray: unvrsl/hstre Qs, not MIXw DOW 7/72 as: Wom Ed; TuM; Zm: not immutbl 

OTHERS: no matter hw deal w DoxNdN NN, motiv’n=crtrcal...evn f Men 

MY EXPCE: post-collg Wom Progr at SCW; my Q toTova.... 

(997019? Henkin: Yes—bt same qualfctns as Men...Botchko: »29w17-»922 '9N9) 

Relynt Documnt-Pathos: 193 3199 & aunt (2™ wf 2»yd, gr-d RTV)--....... 
Fact: indvd! wom thru ages...studied in depth 
Fact: Rav-Maim School; at SCW...1" puble yw t wom (ST: R.Elberg...) 
(ST: RY myg —Parnes—slippery slope...no one to hs defense) 
Last 10 yrs Isr many post-HS f wom; tod: 20+;2 yrs ago 2000 Wm filled 
7ADINN 2, 14 DDYW —no men—and and no mention feminism! 

I FEEL : What a waste lost % J brain-power last 2500 yrs! 

WOMEN ALIYOT: 

The ertical text= N/AD N59AN — SAN DWN ID°9N) JOP ION) AYAW pInd pdiy Sdn WN 

Way 1123.9) DNA NIPN NI AWN ONIN DN Q—what does that mean? 
TWO most recent disputants=R.Mendel Shapiro (RIETS, law in Jer) & 

R. Yehuda Henkin (well-known 709).



SH: In Syng: if man reads Tor, wom OK rcv some ny2y as standard practc; 

Impromptu outside shul if consnsus not violate 11298N 71129, W cn read Tor too. 

HNKN: nvr accept standard practc; if occasionl, w-o fanfare,in privt p20 at 

home. BOTH AGREE: only in exceptnal circumstncs; no if causes npynn 

HNKN: Wom’s nvoy=outsd consensus, not Orthx. 

I disagree: unlike mixd pews, shul remains Orthx — but | NOT daven there 
Not every \199=a v9; must hv standg in commy of opr, esp if overturn 

centuries of public decorum/conduct which defined Trad/.n)» f us 

HAL AND TRAD= 2 sources f normatv practice... 
Minhag: true not evey one ...(9); but pT NX IYI 97) N 
Source: N 779 °9wN--TON NIN WwoN WN) PAX 7099 22 yOowW—Fathr=p7T, Mothr=n)0 

BEWARE: “but it is OK by Hal!”—arnA nw7I 3391/3194; 
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I HAVE ALWAYS FELT aside fr sources: rel bascally conservtv; keeps 
structure f socy/indvdl. .... 

SUMMARY: 

Need strike balance univsm/partclrsm, hierarchy & levellgn efet EGM 

There are cases where EGM prevails evn acc Hal, & cases wher Hal Oks 
EGM—but TRAD steps in and says NO — or NOT YET 

Every synag should realz these Qs require yrs trainng...devotion/commtmnt 
And leave it to Rabbi to weigh/measure the HAL & a7)9 & decide for hs cong 

on basis his evaluatn sourcs/pp!


