October 12, 1996 Jerusalem

"CLOSED MINDS & OPEN HEARTS":

Tolerance and its Limits

1. This lecture on tolerance is totally non-political, and yet--may be the most politically
relevant one I've ever delivered. I have no partisan end in mind, I do not refer at all
exclusively or even primarily to political controversies that sweep this country with the
regularity and ferocity of the hurricanes hitting the US East coast during this season. But I
believe the theme to be germane to the Israeli scene as much as it is to the American and,
indeed, it was occasioned by the most intolerant act in recent Jewish history, namely, the
assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

As a result of that traumatic event, I appointed a group of scholars and educators to
constitute the Commssion on Judaism and Human Values, to study and report on the
sources in Judaism and all our sacred lietrature on the themes of tolerance, democracy,
and the ethics of dissent. That commission has been assiduously at work and should
report to me within the next few months.

This present lecture=introduction to the theme--in anticipation of what I expect will be a
far more exhaustive treatment of the subject. This evening's presentation is not a
systematic treatment, but effort to sketch ideas on role of tolerance in sources of Judaism

2. First: tolerance is not an absolute. There are things and ideas that are intolerable to any
decent, civilized person. And therefore, there are examples aplenty of intolerant attitudes
in Torah: 7y 770w vy are good examplesas are NN 1N 1) NN MY, So is N2
MY in most instances. Nor, in contemporary life, should we tolerate in our midst
rapists, drug-pushers, and muggers.

3. W.V. Quine (Quiddities pp. 206-210): "delicate balance of tolerance." Thus,
restraints on terrorism or violence; yet--not excessive, keep regard for due process...
So with regard to religion, every other subject...

Helen Keller (1880-1968): "Toleration is the greatest gift of the mind,; it requires the
same effort of the brain that it takes to balance oneself on a bicycle."

4 Indirect reference to "balance of tolerance": --NwWnN »MNNX SNIWI PNIND YWIN NN
YPON T 10 109) YW --(13-10 1 1 73 92702 ,0M9 M9) NTYNTIY VIR WWI7227 DNINDDOTIN 'D TP
79T POIT IINY TANY TAN 9 DU INYT THAY 1T N2 ¥7WIT 1197 TN, INI NN (mmin
NDVNI DN, TIMZI0N TYI TTY NI NPT 92 TANRY TANR 72 7210 XY 1IN DNI2Y MN
QPIN TYA TTIN 973N %92 --12Y T NN NIND) 12 NINTIWN WIN T YYIM NN 777NR--N"apn
PTIANY TAN 22 YW N1 TN TIZN2 DIPY  NORY JUNRI” : N /091 N7 TI-MNIPYN
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A similar thought is expressed in practical, halakhic terms, in the Talmud (Ber. 58a):

MY AT 0T IS PRI MY N NMIT DNYT PRY DTN DIN TN IDIN INIWI YDIDIIN NNXIN: N

(So, it is G-d who guards secret of Jewish survival—-they all are strong-minded yet
constitute one people. Secret=tolerance...)

)

5. Second, and following from that, is, paradoxically, that tolerance is more meaningful
the more one is a »0p! If you have a closed mind and an open heart, i.e., you believe in
something wholeheartedly and are willing to die for it, and still accept that the other
fellow is permitted to follow his own ideas and live by them--that is tolerance! .. But if
you are totally "open-minded" (Lionel Trilling: "so open minded your brains fall out"), if
you're unsure of your own principles, and feel that the other fellow's values are as likely to
be correct as your own--that's not tolerance, only a lack of principle; & indifference is not
same as tolerance! (Prof. Dov Rappel).

Ogden Nash--prides himself on "how tolerant am I" then doubts if his forbearance is
really tolerance or "a rubber spine." Now, I'm overstating case for purposes of
emphasis; I hold no brief for truly closed minds, but ....

6. Third, that having been said, it is incumbent upon us to learn the source for tolerance in
Torah, remembering that the balance between them is a matter of judgment, of
consultation, and of wx1 721220y . I offer 3 itmes in evidence:

7. First: A remarkable example of tolerance even for idolatry: On incident of Rachel and

Laban-->2x7 WX D91AN- NN YN 1M, Zohar I 164b:  NIPYNI NTIY 5IORINIT I3 7Y 9N

NN 122 .NTN NNYY DTN NDMP XY 102D 7Y NN NIT NWIYIIN 7Y INID MIND 71D
VY TIMNDNNT X JY GN .MIANT

(While this apparently is a question of filial respect, it goes beyond that and reveals a
sense of tolerance even for the despised t7y.)

8. 2nd: Equally significant in same vein: R.Yaakov Moshe Charlop ( Dy on XWN)--
...)2 NiWYZ 119) N2 YN N3 : YINI DIIPINT INATI1IT MNN IR NN IR Y19 NIpaAi
NYFDY N9 DIPYY? 031%0 nayin-my nan: But if Pharoah says OK why worry about handful of
Egyptians?? Ans: Onkelos= X307 P2 X9, i.e., not afraid Egyptian mobs stone them,
but not want them to wish to stone us because their religious sensibilities
offended...Remarkable sensitivity!!

9. 3rd: Halakhic instance of tolerance for individual sinner: »Xv n”y.. NN, : VD PVITP
(poon :0ram) == NMYTA NIWN ININ ROV ,NUTIPN - NI YWIIDIN ,ITS

this is really halakhic formulation of 5724 £of p2kn 2 nk 2 /1 12k yex
(... 02N ,NNIPN YW PO IMN NMNIPN--10) 1IN NN PITS A D7) ANV NN 1O N)

(?) 10. What is philosophic underpinning of this tolerance?-- PWYTP : (1-t0N NNON) NIV
7N2 1750w Mora--099N. The idea is later taken up by R.Kook-that nothing can exist
in the world without the divine spark to sustain it, and that this holds true for ideas as
well. W-o the kernel of truth, it would collapse into nothingness. So, even fascism has a spark of
truth--nationalism--though horribly distorted. This makes room for a degree of tolerance...
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(?) 11.Tolerance on communal level:Relations to non-Orthodox. Problem arose end last

century. Attitude of Netziv clear: ma ns nwp 1t nsy: mm9) np1In m»np payd (10,737 Wn v
1IN OINDAY NATY NTNHIPRNNN TAR MY MIN Y79Y IWN...INVPY NNIND )2
LA A1 1PNTA NN NN N 0TI 1NN NN PNRINN MPND NVIYN /N NTIAYI 1DTT 279y AN

12. Much earlier: What posture should one adopt in discussing religious issues with

someone who does not share our point of view? Maharal: "xan - 2op Ty abnn axa 9nn
TIANY P IMPY M NIV IMN V9D .NYTH NVPNN NIANKRY NPT DX TONHN 12T DIV PPAINT NN PR :OIWN
MY XY PNV ,T9 AT DINDM 12TN DX PIOR I PR INTI IMNNN T 0N 02T DX QN INN TWN NNNHNN
N9Y .L.NTN NWOIN DY NN NIN DT AT NOY P NN DMOY N NVIY ON YD ... 789N 9I3I... 72T NAVTNY .NTH NI
NN NIN TIV ...NT 2T GNANI N NXIY IR NN N ,ODI N 2T DN DYNN [DINYRIN] PIOY DYN 180
INDIT AT MHNTY NN PR TIVT,I0IPY 1M NI DNN YN NYTN 392 1INRY NMIYON YINYI NNNRN JY THYND T
P27 POV DMX 2IPD NN AR )2 TONNDN

13. The approach of the Maharal leads me to agree with a contemporary Israeli thinker:
(Prof. Dov Rappel 50 nn) that tolerance is not just a necessary evil, but a value in &
of itself. It makes freedom of speech and criticism possible; such criticism helps you
uncover errors/weak points in your own thinking and thus contributes to your welfare. It
causes each to engage in the kind of self-criticism that can only make it stronger and
more appealing in the "market place of ideas."

14. Probably the most eloquent and forceful expression of Torah tolerance--by the Netziv:

MYYYNA DMWY PN RY TR ,NNIN DY DITION DIPOTS 1PN NIV TDAOIVIN : (NMYNRIIY NNXNI 12T PHRyn)
VHY IND DIMNPIANY FITS NINY N NN DNYTI RIY ANV IRIY D DX ITYN ,0252Y DN NNXIY 19D .00
DINNY 19IND NIN ,NIND DIPYTS DAID IR KIN W 17PNV 1IN 2NV TY DIV MYIN 237,007 ND9W5
NORD WM MDD NNIAN 12N DM NTT,DM0Y DYDY NINY YN MNPY K2 D2IYN MDN1 DI WD 7172

15. How do we today measure up to such high standards? Let us be honest: despite the
relatively excellent record Jews have regarding persecution, there is a not insignificant
tradition of violence in our otherwise pacific history. And this was true even before
Rabin's murder by a political dissident and nationalist fanatic. And we Orthodox Jews are
not immune to it! There is a lesson for us in Orthodox community (17n->n1)--intolerant

16. But the most urgent need for tolerance is in the great divide that threatens Israel
today--the Diaspora too, but the Medinah even more: the rift between religious and
secular. Heretofore, we 0»nT bore the burden of our extremists, Jewish fundamentalists.
Now the embarrassment is shared; now there has grown up a vicious group of secular
fundamentalists. What is Meretz if not the secular equivalent of Neturei Karta? And in this
clash of two intolerant, fundamentalist, self-confident groups who agree only on the
essentials of mutual demonization, on substituting demonstrations for dialogue and
barricades for brotherliness, the rest of us are in peril of being drawn into this
radicalization of our people and of falling into the abyss created by such fragmentation.

7 Wwno--This must not be allowed to happen.

Before it is too late, the moderates on both sides, the sane ones, the normal ones, must
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meet and create a NNX Yv M12. Moderates--usually passive observers--must now
become proactive, and together work out a modus vivendi so that tolerance will replace
terror as the coin of this realm. This is not only possible--it is absolutely, vitally necessary.
Moderates--both religious and secular--must together plan for meeting the minimum needs
of each side in a rational manner, create an NY210 Yv NN, a Treaty of Tolerance, that
will bind the wounds that are draining pus into our national blood-stream.

You want to know what YU Alumni in Israel can do? Do this: the mnNX v 771, and the
Yo Yw NN, Organize the dormant powers of the deeply committed but moderates on
both sides and save the integrity of the N1 and, as a consequence, of YN 71 2.

On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we described God in 0 nxn 909 as:
D17DN PY DIIYNI 92101, TON I¥N NINY DIPNND 7)

All believe He preserves 7on and is tolerant, averting His eye from the rebellious

On principle of imitatio Dei (»2772 nd%M), that must be our approach as well.




