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1. In Halakha--difference between m>»axy m»in--disbelief/onset of pain...
A this very hour/Jerus/being led to nap; & we--still in state of shock,
& just beginning to feel full impact of grief.

So--is too early to take full measure of man, just enough for expression
of initial grief and the bare beginnings of assessment of R. for us/history

2. Begin with an interpretation of this past Shabbat's Sidra: xWN 17 17
17177 10N 'R-07201L..NNIFD) MWY--N"D NIAX...12AX N2ANI YNT7INNI
....DNXYIN WX |'NIN DNNIXRY D '0INY X7K..."INKINTI 1N2I0T77-- "UN--NWj7 7aX

So: his passing--no matter which side of the political divide we stand on--leaves
us bewilderd, grief-stricken, deeply vexed.

3. ni7ax contains within it an element of na1wn...It is therefore appropriate for us
to examine ourselves & learn if we in any way can improve what we are
doing/how acting so as to avoid such catastrophes in future

4. Let me begin these few ruminations by saying that in addition to shock and
grief, | for one experienced a vital element of na1wn, and that is: nwi...

It was one of us--a religious student, who did it--even if he is a mad man...

5. We have been civilized--by Torah, by social sanctions, by parental training,
by moral conscience. That constraining inhibition is powerful in most people. |
But in some it is exceedingly weak. A person so poorly endowed can lead an
otherwise normal life for a long time, but place him in an environment which is
permissive of violence, which exposes him to harsh talk, to hype, to unrestrained
overstatement, to irrational and undisciplined expression--and anti-social urges
buried deep within his sick psyche will explode in an unspeakably ugly display of
hostility that turns men into monsters, society into a jungle, and civilization into
chaos.

Our responsibility is to avoid such an environment, never to be guilty of having,
knowingly or unknowingly, encouraged such bestiality.

Our responsibility is to be responsible, to recognize that violent rhetoric

invariably leads to violent deeds. In the absence of such awareness, we stand
accused of having prepared the ground for the explosion of such malevolence by
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people of weak restraint, like a sewer blowing its cover and uncontrollably
spewing forth its odious and miasmic gases.

Let us never again, in Jerusalem or in New York, call a respected leader of
Israel a "traitor." And let us silence those raucous voices of vicious discord who
declare that it is a nixn to assassinate a Prime Minister of the State of Israel!

Remember what King Solomon taught: [1w7n T2 nipnI D"Nin--words can bring joy
and enhance life; and words--oral or written--can also hurt/maim/destroy/Kill.

6. | want to make it clear: Nothing in what | say should be construed as
approving or disapproving of the Rabin policies; condemning or condoning
statements he may have made. That is precisely the point that | wish to make:
We must deplore what a man says--which we may find hateful--but never must
we denigrate the 0'j778 07X which confers upon him his basic human dignity.
We may oppose, however strongly, the policy, but not savage the personality.
That is not the way of any morally mature and responsible, sensitive human
being, and certainly not the way of nnin m.

7. The murder of YR should put all of us on notice:
Tone down irresponsible rhetoric.

And keep far away from that arrogant self-righteousness that persuades us that
our ideals are greater and better than the other fellow's; that we are sincere and
he is not; that we are unquestionably right and he is always wrong; that we are
therefore entitled to force him--by "eliminating" him if need be, in order to have
our "truth" prevail.

We must here develop a new sensitivity to extremism of all kinds. When | argue
against uncivil speech, it is not a matter of taste or literary style. Le style c'est
I'hnomme. Style often reveals character. We have allowed ourselves too often the
luxury of extremist expression,.and we must all band together to learn how to

avoid it--whether by young oroh\ of £ B e RN ﬁ‘\ e\(l\\/v\:/

8. | return to the object of our grief, to YR. He was not an observant Jew, not a
nixn v, Perhaps if we had his upbringing, we would be no better--and if he
had ours, he might easily outshine us... But he was a great man--whether or not
you agreed with him--and his place in Jewish history is assured.
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R.Hayyim Vital teaches that there are 2 different levels of soul--nNI wo1--and
that one may possess one or both. If one is helpful to his fellow humans and
devoted to people and his land, he possesses a higher degree of wo) than one
who spends his life in Torah and mitzvot but fails to serve his fellow Jews and
”X; whereas the latter possess nin which the former does not.

| am in no position to judge the quality of YR's nin. But | can tell you this: he had
an-exguisite wo). His life was spent on behalf of his people and his country. His
v was one of indomitable courage, of bravery in war and peace, of genuine
heroism on the battle-front and in the chancelleries of the world. He laid down
his life on the natn of nI7vw. And DI7w is a Name of 'n--not a political policy that
we are commanded to look upon with suspicion... y & e L6

9. In Iran there is celebration. In Lebanon there is dayéing. In Gaza there is

joyous shooting in the air. But for us , for Jews all oyer the world, and in the

hearts of good men and women of all peoples, there is profound sadness--an

TiXN T2 72K, for we have lost the general who fought for Jerusalem in the War

of Independence, who as Gemmande:-in—Chief,bf the armed forces of Israel in

1967 liberated Jerusalem, who served his country gallantly as Minister of L.\ a< A
Defense and as Prime Minister twice and who, above all, was a man of great

w9, of a courage that will inspire generations to come of our people.
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