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August 27, 1996 

Tolerance Lecture--Kaplan's "Balkan Ghosts" 

1. Thank Adler and all faculty who cooperated admirably in preparing these sessions on 

Kaplan's Balkan Ghosts. I'm pleased is 01 of Commission on Judaism/Human Values. 

Book=brilliant; orgy inhumanity. Many themes: nationalism run wild; history; intolerance 

This lecture=introduction to theme--not a systematic treatment, but effort to sketch ideas 

as to role of tolerance in sources of Judaism 

2. First: tolerance is not an absolute. There are things and ideas that are intolerable to any 

decent, civilized person. And therefore, there are examples aplenty of intolerant attitudes 

in Torah: ty 1/9w yy are good examplesas are 1799) 1710 2) NNTIN Wy. So is wn 

m9°D) in most instances. Nor, in contemporary life, should we tolerate in our midst 
rapists, drug-pushers, and muggers. 

3. W.V. Quine (Quiddities pp. 206-210): "delicate balance of tolerance." Thus, 

restraints on terrorism or violence; yet--not excessive, keep regard for due process... 

So with regard to religion, every other subject... 

3a. Helen Keller (1880-1968): "Toleration is the greatest gift of the mind; it requires the 

same effort of the brain that it takes to balance oneself on a bicycle." 

4 Indirect reference to "balance of tolerance": 

,0N29: 99) NTYA-IY WN WII? NNN IN 'N TO? --NwWN INN INW? YD YWID 1919 
INYT 72997 YIT 9999 YADA 9997 WON ,WONI NI” (MND PIN 17 Ww 109) ”7Y7--09-10 : 379 TATA 
TTY JND NYT 999 TAN) TAN FD III] NWY YI OMY YD 37/97 PIT MN) TAN) TNN ID IV 

TIN HINIV) 1a NIT IWR Wr 712 YPYIA NN FP-NP--N/IpN NjAwN IN) ,N720N TyIA 
INN TID TIN DIVW ,NINW WNI” 2M? 091 1’TI-MIIPYN YPIN TyIa TTY IN 297 --YP2y 

YTNN) TAN ID IV 

A similar thought is expressed in practical, halakhic terms, in the Talmud (Ber. 58a): 

NIN NIT ONYT pRw OTN ODN 12: WN INW?) /VIIDIN NNN : WN 

NII Nt ONDIT 79ND PN) 

(So, it is G-d who guards secret of Jewish survival--they all are strong-minded yet 

constitute one people. Secret=tolerance...) 

5. Indeed, paradoxically, tolerance is a meaningful concept only for a !»~)p If you believe 

in something wholeheartedly and willing to die for it, and sti// accept that the other 
fellow is permitted to follow his own ideas and live by them--that is tolerance! ...But if 
you are unsure of your own principles, and feel that the other fellow's values are as 

likely to be correct as your own--that's not tolerance, only a reflection of lack of 

principle; indifference should never be mistaken for tolerance! (Prof. Dov Rappel). 
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Ogden Nash--prides himself on "how tolerant am I" then doubts if his forbearance is 
really tolerance or "a rubber spine." 

6. That having been said, it is incumbent upon us to learn the source for tolerance in 

Torah, remembering that the balance between them is a matter of judgment, of 

consultation, and of wN17 72992 yy . 

7. Aremarkbale example of tolerance even for idolatry: On incident of Rachel and Laban-- 

MIN? WY OOP NY 9N} 29m), Zohar 1:164b: I NIPYNI NTAy MPN INIT Id IV Qn 
NYY PII .NAN NNYY 72 NP NIV .99999 9 NVI NIT NVNN wy INI NANI 
IOI NININNT 1d IY AN .MANT 

8. Equally significant in same vein: R. Yaakov Moshe Charlop (0199 »9 on = N1N))-- 
»D \2 Nivy2 \i9) NI NWid WN) : YINI ODPINI NIt 197 WN?) FWNNI NWN IN NYID NIP 

N2NV? NN) OM YY? 027919 NIYIN-NN NI} yD PIX 2 N33) 0279 NIYIA 
But if Pharoah says OK why worry about handful of Egyptians?? Ans: Onkelos= 

NYNIVN7 7992 NI), i.e., not afraid Egyptian mobs stone them, but not want them to wish 

to stone us because their religious sensibilities offended...Remarkable sensitivity!! 

9. Halakhic instance of tolerance for individual sinner: »Xw Nn Jy VTIPNN : oN pNUITD 

Apoon : 07209) -- INYTI NWN IAN Now ,Nw7pN - 7d YY DON , PTY 
this is really halakhic formulation of n/24 fof prka fo nk 21a" nIDk aYeN 

(?) 10. The philosophic underpinning of this tolerance: --0°)2N1 AWITP : ()-t0oN ANNN) N”Iw 
NI It Mt. The idea is later taken up by R.Kook-that nothing can exist in the 

world without the divine spark to sustain it; and this holds true for ideas as well. W-o the 
kernel of truth, it would collapse into nothingness. So, even fascism has a spark of truth-- 

nationalism--though horribly distorted. This makes room for a degree of tolerance... 

(?) 11.Tolerance on communal level:Relations to non-Orthodox. Problem arose end last 

century. Attitude of Netziv clear: mann> nwp 1 nsy: mm) NYTAN MNP poyd (19 737 Dw NNW 
YR ONTOW NNT NTN INN TNR YY MN WY AWR...YP) NINN 9 
LY ID PNT] INA AT NN NY 977 YM) WN PNAN MyNd VEW? A NTVAYA 1997 WAY AMIN 

12. What posture should one adopt in discussing religious issues with someone who does 
not share our point of view? Maharal: ponrnd 9 px :ywawn Iwan - ANP Ty AdA ANS DANN 
DN 9N INN WRN TWN DANI PI ANI YD NIW INN 0792) .NY7) A YPNN NANNI nyt ON TN AAT OW 
999... VAT NATTA) .NTN WW WM NI WNW ,P9 WAT OINDN) 7ATN ON WIN WNIT PR INT NINN TT) ON O7ITN 

(DONVAAIN) VMY 0719 198 NI... NTN NWI Jy 1900 NIN Nt IAD NIV V9 NX OMY Nt Nw ON °9 ... TYAN 

YINVI NINN Jy WDNYNI TD NT NIN TIW ...N ITI 9898) 19 1819 NI MN NI 999 Nt 71972 OND) OID 
JNPI NI IAN YD TIN INI IAT NINTI NI PR TII1 IPI 19109 NII ONN WR Nyt 099 NNW Nyon 

pata poys) ONIN 
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13. The very same idea of the Maharal is continued by a contemporary Israeli thinker: 

(Prof. Dov Rappel 50>»)nn): tolerance is not just a necessary evil, but a value in & of 

itself. It makes freedom of speech and criticism possible; such criticism helps you 

uncover errors/weak points in your own thinking and thus contributes to your welfare. It 

causes each to engage in the kind of self-criticism that can only make it stronger and 

more appealing in the "market place of ideas." 

14. Probably the most eloquent and forceful expression of Torah tolerance--by the Netziv: 
TMDINA DAW? YANNI TN AVN INy) DODPOM DOTY PN YW 32 WIN : (MUNI NNN 117 payn) 

POY IND) DINIPON) PITS NINY /N NNW] ONYTI NIW aMdw INAY 99 NN ITWN ,OIAIAW DYN NAdw 9 .ONIIy 
DDTINY 991NI NON ,NIND OPTS 9210 YN NIN AW? DWAPAW .wAN JINW Ty ,OD YAW MyIN 397 ,D»NT NI9w7 

NUNN TW” NIWIN 1dNVIIAN YANN 0 NIT ,DNY OW) NNW WYN NM NpPyYIA NII ODN MD99NI OA Ww.N FTA 

15. Mention Kaplan's Balkan Ghosts, and point out that they are haunting the world-- 

not only Balkans--to this very day. And we Orthodox Jews are not immune to it! 

17. On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we describe God in 0°))9NN 99) as: 
DINDN py 09193 IDINN TON 781) NIN 09NN 9) 

All believe He preserves Ton and is tolerant, averting His eye from the rebellious 

On principle of imitatio Dei (3711 NIN), that must be our approach as well. 

Wish you... 

fe: toleranc.dgs--8/27/96 3 


