August 27, 1996

Tolerance Lecture--Kaplan's ""Balkan Ghosts'

1. Thank Adler and all faculty who cooperated admirably in preparing these sessions on
Kaplan's Balkan Ghosts. I'm pleased is o>n»a of Commission on Judaism/Human Values.

Book=brilliant; orgy inhumanity. Many themes: nationalism run wild; history; intolerance
This lecture=introduction to theme--not a systematic treatment, but effort to sketch ideas
as to role of tolerance in sources of Judaism

2. First: tolerance is not an absolute. There are things and ideas that are intolerable to any
decent, civilized person. And therefore, there are examples aplenty of intolerant attitudes
in Torah: ty 179w y») are good examplesas are N 1ND 12 INTIN Y. So is 11D
™MD in most instances. Nor, in contemporary life, should we tolerate in our midst
rapists, drug-pushers, and muggers.

3. W.V. Quine (Quiddities pp. 206-210): "delicate balance of tolerance." Thus,
restraints on terrorism or violence; yet--not excessive, keep regard for due process...
So with regard to religion, every other subject...

3a. Helen Keller (1880-1968): "Toleration is the greatest gift of the mind; it requires the
same effort of the brain that it takes to balance oneself on a bicycle."

4 Indirect reference to "balance of tolerance":

,0n39 M9) NTYN™DY VIR TWI7232 NNINR OEON N TP --NUN MINK INIW PDIIND YU N»n
ANYT T2 VITN N2 YYD ,1IHT NN, INNI NN (MMINIPOR 7T 10 709) IWI--(10-10 : T 7 12Tm
TIN IND NPT Y92 TANRY TAR 9 D210 RiDW PN DY NI LTI POIT PN TN TNNX 9D DV

FJTINN PIND) 12 MITIYN YIN W71 YYIM NN 727N2--N72PN N1IWNLIONY ,NIZI0N Tya

N TN TIVNY OVY  NORY TUNRI” : NP 'D91 N TI-MNIPYN 9PN TV TTSN 973N 197 --12Y
TANY TNN DD Hv

A similar thought is expressed in practical, halakhic terms, in the Talmud (Ber. 58a):
;M2 N YT DNYT PRY 021770 00N TN : IDIN IRIWIOIDIVIIN NN : 'N
Y N OMIT YNNI PN
(So, it is G-d who guards secret of Jewish survival--they all are strong-minded yet
constitute one people. Secret=tolerance...)

5. Indeed, paradoxically, tolerance is a meaningful concept only for a »»p If you believe
in something wholeheartedly and willing to die for it, and sti// accept that the other
fellow is permitted to follow his own ideas and live by them--that is tolerance! ...But if
you are unsure of your own principles, and feel that the other fellow's values are as
likely to be correct as your own--that's not tolerance, only a reflection of lack of
principle; indifference should never be mistaken for tolerance! (Prof. Dov Rappel).
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Ogden Nash--prides himself on "how tolerant am I" then doubts if his forbearance is
really tolerance or "a rubber spine."

6. That having been said, it is incumbent upon us to learn the source for tolerance in
Torah, remembering that the balance between them is a matter of judgment, of
consultation, and of WX T2 Y .

7. A remarkbale example of tolerance even for idolatry: On incident of Rachel and Laban--
ANT WX 09RD NN 2N NN, Zohar [ 164b: 1Y NIPYNT NTAY N SNIT 22 DY 9N
NIV 122 .NTN XNYY 7PTNA NDMP KO 10220 7DD NN NIT NWIYNNR .17 ININ MIAND

JVY MMNDNNT 23 DY X .MIANT

8. Equally significant in same vein: R.Yaakov Moshe Charlop ( 0y on XIN))--

) 12 NIWY2 113) N2 NYN YN : Y INI DIPPIND INIT 1ID IMNN JINND NN DX NYID NIPN
N2RP? N7 DOYY? DN MYIN"NR NI 1D PPN /N2 NIT) 01N NIYIR

But if Pharoah says OK why worry about handful of Egyptians?? Ans: Onkelos=

NI PR N, i.e., not afraid Egyptian mobs stone them, but not want them to wish
to stone us because their religious sensibilities offended... Remarkable sensitivity!!

9. Halakhic instance of tolerance for individual sinner: »Xv 701 %Y VTIPNN : VO PAVYTP
poon : o) == INYTA NIVN ININ NOY ,IUTIPN = 1N YU IDON TN
this is really halakhic formulation of n/24 £of prkn #5 nk 12 /15 1ok 26N

(?) 10. The philosophic underpinning of this tolerance: --D9N2 NWYTP : (1-10N NXNN) 7OV

Tama 150w mdta. The idea is later taken up by R. Kook-that nothing can exist in the
world without the divine spark to sustain it; and this holds true for ideas as well. W-o the
kernel of truth, it would collapse into nothingness. So, even fascism has a spark of truth--
nationalism--though horribly distorted. This makes room for a degree of tolerance...

(?) 11.Tolerance on communal level:Relations to non-Orthodox. Problem arose end last

century. Attitude of Netziv clear: masnd nwp 1t nsy: mT79) NTIN MNP PIyo (19,737 BDYN MY
IR ONIAY NIT NTN SPIINNN TAN MDY MNT 379Y WN...NDPP NN G139
PR AN YPHTA AN N NN DT DHTIV PN 1RAN PRIN MPHT VOIYN N NTIAYA 17T MY 3NN

12. What posture should one adopt in discussing religious issues with someone who does

not share our point of view? Maharal: p>nan5 »xa P oyawn anan - xop Timy Aian axa S nn

DN N NN TN NNNNRD TIND P71 INIPY 1N XOW NN D192 .NYTH NIPNN NANKRD INYT OX TONHNN 11T DWW
995... 92T NAVTNY .NTN NP2 MM XD IVRY TP AT DINDM I2TN DN PON MY PR INT ININN T DN 0MIATN
[DINMYRIN] PIPY DYN 1NN R .NTN YN DY 1NN NIN DT AT NOW 1P IR DMDY NT NYIY DX YD ... 70N
YINWD NNRN DY TIRYND YT NN NIN TIV ...NT 2T GNIND N NXI NI MIN NI, N 2T DM DYIN
2999 NI DAN D TINNDN NI AT MNTI NRI PR TIN 0P 1IN XD ONN YR NYTN 29D 1ININRY NIYOLN

17272 POYOY DNIN
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13. The very same idea of the Maharal is continued by a contemporary Israeli thinker:
(Prof. Dov Rappel 50»nn): tolerance is not just a necessary evil, but a value in & of
itself. It makes freedom of speech and criticism possible; such criticism helps you
uncover errors/weak points in your own thinking and thus contributes to your welfare. It
causes each to engage in the kind of self-criticism that can only make it stronger and
more appealing in the "market place of ideas."

14. Probably the most eloquent and forceful expression of Torah tolerance--by the Netziv:

M2Y9NA DMWY PN KD TN, NN ODNRYI DITION) DIPOITS PN NIV MIOWIN : (MYNIAD NNINI 12T PHyn)
THY INDY DINMPXONY PITS NINY N NN DNYTI ROV ANV INIY M NXRITYN 0253V DN NNIY 19N .0NNY
DINY 19INA NIN ,NIND DIPITY DD 1IN NIN W) NPAPNY .1PIAN 2NV TY , 022V MYIN 737,007 NIV
NORN W MDD NINYIAN 121N DN DT, DY DYDY RINY WIYR MMNPYI N2 D7D MIONI DY WIN 71T

15. Mention Kaplan's Balkan Ghosts, and point out that they are haunting the world--
not only Balkans--to this very day. And we Orthodox Jews are not immune to it!

17. On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we describe God in ©»nxn 901 as:
D1M0N PY DO2YNI DIDN , TON XN XINY DIPNHND D)

All believe He preserves 1on and is tolerant, averting His eye from the rebellious
On principle of imitatio Dei (3771 nd>M), that must be our approach as well.

Wish you...
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