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AN UN-ANNIVERSARY PRESENT

The calendar of the Jew, Rabbi S.R. Hirsch was fond of
saying, is his catechism. Each holiday has its special sig-
nificance and symbolizes some fundamental precept or concept
of Judaism.

That statement is not only correct but quite important.
It 1{s a most valuable insight.

Yet, every great idea has/concomitant risks. The teouble
with this system of regular reminders, this annual rhythm of
spiritual and historical values, i{s that we focus only on
those special days on which we celebrate specific ideas or
events, and then tend comvenienctly to forget them the rest of
the year. The festivals thus are in danger of Laecoming counter-
productive: instead of chafiging us spiritually one day a year
s0 that we may remember and observe until the year following,
it lets us feel that we have discharged our moral obligatioms
with one day, or a few days, of formal pieties and then may
ignore it the rest of the time.

(This holds true for secular celebrations as well. I
have an uneasy feeling that such institutions as Mother's Day

and Father's Day are godd for the children - it gives them
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a clear conscience; splendid for the merchants - no elaboration
needed; and not necessarily good for Mother or Father! A

vi;it or flowers or gift one day a year is a device for

neglect at all other times!)

I am reminded of Lewis Carrol's Aliwe in Wonderland,

in which Alice has a conversation with Humpty Dumptvy. The
latter, the famcus egg, tells Alice that he doemm't liko
birthday gifts, because they come only once a year. He
prefers un-birthday gifte, because he celebrates un-birthdays
364 days out of the 365...

So it i; with our sacred Jewish calendar. Every festival
is an "anniversary present"” to us from God,-ézzvzhc Torah.
Purim is oue kind of anniversary, Fassover another, and so
on. But if we want the Torah's teachings to be effective, and
the calendar indeed to be our catechism, we must retain the
los;ons throughout the year -- as kinds of "un-anniversary"
pre?entc.

We are about to celebrate Shavuot, the anniversafy of the

Revelation at Sinai, the Giving of the Torah. Elgewhere in

this Bulletin we describe the all-night ToraA(teach-in" we

When using elite type move in margin %-inch on both sides to 7-inch width. TYPE DOUBLE spaced between parallel lines. Each
typed line will equal 2 printed lines (2%-inches wide) or 1 double line (5-inches wide). Type your copy in duplicate and retain 1 copy
(one se't) fot yourself. Number your copy consecutively (fill in left hand corner, top of this page). If story continues, repeat caption
on continuing page(s) and number. Type each item of copy on a separate sheet of typing paper. At the end of each story mark “end”
or #. When using our Illustration Cuts, specify Cat. No. above each article. GERTZ BROS. “The Bulletin House,” 169 W. 26 St., N. Y.




10

11

12

18

14

16

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

STANDARD SHEET FOR TYPEWRITING ALL COPY FOR PRINTED BULLETIN

Page No, of Copy.......ceeunu. NAMeE OFf BUILELIIL ......c.ocuieieiteierertee ittt ceeraesesesbas e ssesassaesesae s esaessesesseseesessessnseesesteseenensensensesenseesenseseees

JOBNE OF it seivcsasegod Copy for B etz e nsnsrtss To appear in Bulletin on Page............ Col....x. .83
(date) (name of group or affiliate)

Check: [] Set single col. (214" wide) [] 1 col. box (2" wide) (7] double col. (6" wide) [ 2-col. box (4%, wide)
TYPE HERE HEADLINE, CAPTION, TITLE OF ARTICLE OR STOCK CUT No.

are again planning for the first night of Shavuot. It is a
great and sacred anniversary.

However, the most valuable observance of zeman mgttan
toratenu is the recognition that Torah is timelesgs; that it
must be studied yomam va-lailah, day and night, all year
long; that Torah is the finest "un-anniversary present" any

people would hope for!

A Happy Un-Anniversary to ell!

NORMAN 1AMM
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