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JERUSALEM HALLS |
US.ARCHBOLOGIST

Names Albright a ‘Worthy' |
for Long Scholarship

By JAMES FERON

Special to The New York Times
JERUSALEM, March 23|
hree generations of Palestinian
archeologists crowded into Je-| |
rusalem’s City Hal today to|i
honor thejr mentor, Prof, Wil-|:
liam Foxwel] Albright of Balti- :
more. :

“worthy of Jerusalem.”

The title is awarded to those
who have contributed to the
city and who are past the age
of 70. Professor Albright was
the first non-Jerusalemite and|.
non-Jew to be so honored,

Mayor Teddy Kollek said |
that, in fact, there was some
argument over the question
whether “worthy” was the
best word -since it had never
been necessary to translate the
Hebrew “yekir” before.

A Household Word

Whatever the term, Mayor|:
Kollek said that Professor
Albright’s name had become
a household word in Israel, |:
where archeology is easily the
most popular hobby.

For the scores of arche-
ologists who sat before him,
Professor Albright’s name is|
even more familiar.

One of his former students, |
Prof. Nachman Avigad, head of |
the Hebrew University depart-
ment of archeology, said in
presenting the award:

“If today the historical ac-
curacy of the Bible is beyond
question, it is due in no small
measure to the work of Pro-
fessor Albright.”

Professor Albright, the son
of an American Methodist
nissionary to Chile, replied
simply and briefly in Hebrew, |
recalling at one point that it |
was just 50 years ago that heJ
first came to Palestine, |

In those 50 years, some of |
his colleagues noted later, he|
has influenced scores of young-
ér men, many of whom now |
teach, and developed methods|
of research into the history of’
this area. For example, he isl
considered the originator of|
ceramic chronology, a system |
of dating through the identifi-
cation of pottery, a major ad-
vance in the science of arche- |
ology. {




Impressed by Personality

But it has been Professor Al-
bright’s personality and his)
sweep of history that have|
most pleased his colleagues|
and impressed younger Israelisi :
in the nearly two weeks he|:
has been here, |

Professor Albright was ac-|
companied here by his wife,
Ruth, whom he met at Hopkins,
where she was completing work
for her doctorate. Mrs. Albright
specialized in Indo-European

ilology.

Married in 1921, they lived
in Jerusalem for 10 yeats,
and it was here that two of
their four sons were born. Dr.
Albright’s visit now is being
sponsored by the Israel Ex-
ploration Society  and by the
Biblical and archeological school|:
of Hebrew Union College-Jew-
ish Institute of Religion in Cin-|:
cinnati. The school’s director,
Prof. Nelson Glueck, was one
of Dr. Albright’s students.

Tall and erect, Professor Al-
bright packed an auditorium at
the Hebrew University one
night last week when he dis-
cussed the Israelite conquest of
Canaan.

He apologized for speaking
in English, saying that he had
discovered that his Hebrew
was “modern archaic.” Many of
the new words and expressions
were unfamiliar to him, he said.

No Trouble in Beersheba

He spoke at Beersheba in
Hebrew a few nights Ilater,
however, and had no trouble
being understood.

Professor Albright was one
of the first to recognize the|
importance of the Dead Sea|‘
Scrolls, and he recalled that|
experience to a small group
last week. He said:

“The biggest surprise of my
life was when John Trevor sent
me Leica prints in early March,
1948, of the Isaiah scroll and to
my astonishment I saw before
me a script, beautifully pre-
served, which I could date plus
or minus 100 B.C. :

“My reasoning was wholly|
on paleographic grounds. For-| =
tunately, in spite of my ex-
tremely poor eyesight I have
a tenacious memory for form.
And I haven’t forgotten a form
of potsherds, profiles or the
form of characters over 10, 20,
30, 40 years. That's very for-
tunate. Otherwise I'd be rather
helpless.”

Dr. Albright’s vibrance and
immense interest in Israel have
combined with his reputation
to make him a great favorite
here.

His views have been widely
sought and freely given. Asked,
for instance, about the veracity
of the Bible, he replied:

“Considering everything, the
Hebrew Bible is the most ex-
traordinarily accurate record|:
because of the empirical atti-
tude of the Israelites, from
Moses on, to matters of fact.
It's an extraordinary record of
human experience.”

Plane Hunt Is Resumed

HAWTHORNE, Nev. March
23 (AP) — Civil Air Patrol
planes from Nevada and Cali-
fornia flew over the High Sierra
today in a renewed search for
a missing airliner that vanished
Feb. 18 with 35 persons aboard.
The DC-3 disappeared on a
“gamblers special” flight to
Southern California returning
from Nevada,




