
The lout pi rt ef the si eciftl Terah reading f presents fer us • universal

preblem el* imaeas© p r o p e r t i e s I n; ftterau I ro lev -:-ce* I t Is the questien «f | c / \

h®vv *<* sweeten th .. i t t e rness ef l i fe* bftV t© bluat tfet sharp edq;® ef

I t 1« after Meses and I s r ae l aing their victory s© n& at the sueree ef I

Red Sea that we read ^ f O t ^ ^ N ' O ?>~) N H P f fl A\A^f / />> ((/,I

fcera ®i iiarah wer : bi t ter^ . ! .1 . ^ •• '- twee thiiG&y.

-a »f vie • *ry lupti s#ured in tliet.r ra«utb.s. In-ste,: -> •:«' :he exulting cry ef

triumph, the i r c .*;»j twe f leet ing ifhimper ef c-.- :r;.Iv. i n t . 'he pe#ple v,ere accust

te vie r.'f or fesviag triin their awn ££$»« • • • the waters w« :.tter and

iy know; a»t vha ki« Si revolution was t re i.tened v, . . . -;lli©a brewed

•..; i:.T9 ' a y i v a . | ! • # • • |tti*tts4i t # G-d. Slid a s k e d him hew

t « swee ten th® aatei ' i - pf ^/- , p̂ fl a s we s* efto*'; §ema here n-5 t :, ynageg

i t l e - : rn t® lew t » Bivertcn cba b i t te rae iHP M »U* •> -^ l t ^ S /fv. f f ' l J J ' !

- ;i::.^ M#s^e *e cry i.- G--i 'o 'sin . hi. t » r t r e i . c r e t , h«»w t » sweeten l i # # * s

bi i-1erness

f#r •. .-p Iness, ocier.ee means prepress, ana progress wil l sweeten l i fe •qui t ter

!'• e tte^e t4ti#&tl*ttt th& Kftf* ticianoiS ft&H kj|e*X#d§*| the mm** tet£% li.fe be

This ans'ver, i t must be said, i s therturhly fa l se . F-tr when llMHMl •»!

that :>uesti®n ©i &#« t# a we ©t ©4. the s, aterb :-i M#rahf we re;.d \T 1 |

. hy n^t use tr.e oame ^«*ê e "Staff #f Meses1' \-hich had perfermed a* sc-.ny a i r - c l e s

in the past? And he answers(see T®rah Shalaniah ext/dus 15:?62) t at the s taff #f

Meses was fachlened frem th l Tree ^f Knuwl^dge which ^ • c••••;<.eJ death te &fftl ;f

bones c©uli not be a source ®f sweetness te his decendents* Se that th-3 f i r s t

thing that Ke^es taaght us, negatively, b/ EL#t uaing his ©wn s taf f , wasthat

kntwledrce i,-. n« auteinatic •• ntee if llApl£tSS« Kn#wled.r:e cars b@ deadly BS

well as enlightening, '.'.ciertca can k i l l -nnd maim and threaten the universe as

v e ; . 1 n v i and reclaim and epen nev; herizens# T#day we have m®re cellege

Itt*tit4 than ever, universal free educati®nf and the greatest age ef science

nd technele^y. Yet the* is m re unhappiness tfctm ever baf*re. And •

®n#ugh - the sc i en t i s t themselves seem te be the mest unhappy aadthe

embittered. " he whe Ancreaseth knowledge, incrsaseth p*tM*m

The sec«n-i peesible answer in ooycholo i c a l ; i t i s a matter ef perspective.

If y#u think t era re b i t t e r then remouber that ether people must drink

ef far deeper wells ef b i t t e rnes s . That i s why ©no sage(i-^. bi HJISJUT) id@ntifioo



SWEETENING LIFE'S BIfTEB WATERS (COM1.)

Tree Moses used with the olive t r e e , f^D^H^ *Sft ^ N SN ̂  - ^ ' ̂

I t is a valid psychological t r i ck for people wh* inagine their d i f f icu l t ies to

be greater than they real ly a re . All ef us ought to use the ap reach of the

#live tree when we feel prone t# complain about »ur pers#na] conditions. At

this time ef Yizkor, when we reineraber tenderly e t c . , i t will i:s perhaps be

beneficial to ua to compare our conveniences and luxuries with the economic

level attained b\r the ps^rents #f most of us here. Our Grandparents and Parents

were mostly hardworking peddlers or shopkeepersf who labored Ion y hourswith

no vacations, fc&4 usually lived in A c»ld water flat without an slav&tor. Yet

despite these stivsre material, l imi ta t ions , they were able n@t only to survive

but also to be happy* If any of us th i s day, therefore, feel ,4aclined to prt teat

and to complain because we ie MM have a l l wt want, because w4 |think l i f e has

borae down on u& overly hard, becs-ut;e wi think thfcl tha ,v&ter«|'|oi »ur l ives are

troubled and tinged vdtb the bibber tas te ef frusta-atriir-CHMLJa^Kdship m» then

aur imrt^inaXro^aa have created,

branch ef our our parents ' life.By re4e4ft>i>^ng t'he true Hardships they

la t us cast in to th#ot troubled b i t t e r wa

latgrwijt family f»r ec®n#mic for

deviee and has notbiiig t* offer ma the real

tool in fck« quest for rel igious epllghfeeaatejit

Certainly Judaism dees ii#t b*?o a

indeed i t often does

never em&n-3 sacrif ice

i t of Us i l l s , the •

not tas te as bi t er a

iich hao

had to endure, the bi t ter struggles if the

survival and social recognition, their hear

s#metimeswith us - then we shall have cured •uKMM«rness with their bi t terness.

In the final analysis, h#wever#/^£e-^5l4V8 'T^^r i s »nly H psychelepical

l i f e . Psychelegy %M • valid

- but i t %M Bet the ec: ence ©f

r i aa /y goal making pe#ple "fs 1 feo4M - th<

But if this were i t s main geal t i t weuld

The psychsltgioni -fr.r©ach twt -sweetening l i fe aad caring

cine is g#«d but n#t sufficients T)ie waters may

t m,m but they s t i l l are unpleasant. The " s i t s

f t fee bittornea ; i t has merely made us sat i fie d - i th i t *

The real answer fitQM by the Sages l ies in a differ nt direction* The utreeM or
neits? ' refors to the ?feitz ha-chayyim" ~ the Tree of Life. And the Tre# of Life - • that

is Tarahj SffS CHAYYIM HE LA-MACHAZIK1M BAH.Terah is the Treef of Life, "and i t s ways

are the ways of pleasantness", i t and i t alone can guarantee the ftveete&lftg sf l i f e ' s

unhap iness. Se to© do our Rabbis explain the word VA-IOHEIHtJ - He showed him a tree

- ths word &£~&ata43ca»«*« means not only f1sh@^ed" but also Hta-ughttf - HGKEIIJU DAVAB

MIB BA-TOKAH, by virtue of G-d*s Terah were the waters of Marah sweetened ana the

spifcits of Israel soothed in the hot and lonely desert.



le t me sake i t alear at this point that 'Perah •§•*)* mere than knowledge. \

"Knewledga" has not religious value and M cura;^ve effect on a aan»s l i fe

i t La related t< hifi behavior, te his cenduct and te his *v?ry acti#n. .Pno

knewled •© that re&ll.y o»unta in the long run lath© knowledge @i u*d - or,

would cal l i t , T©rah» When Isiah predict;© the Messianic Age, he rerfcall* » world

f i l led . net Juai, with kaawlad.r*, but "jm<i t&a .world will be filled

»f the L*rd, ®v«n as the waters cever the? sea,M £lf w© want @ar children l i

aiesclngful lives and te asc-:*)e the bi t ter f rust ration s@ ceramsjfj te lh« l®st g«

ti©n tf their parents, w® nut*4" eond the© tf» Hebrew Sch^sl t'»r vs@re than just

knowledge. Merely knewlAg hew t* reed Hebrew er ohaat a Maftir is net enough.

I Hebrer; muet be prayed and the Maftir meant, f©r luw*X#4ga al#&« will net

.•>. I IM XtM>| waters| T@rah will#^

n-r p®»ple deny tb&t there is such a thing as a ".Jewish! fteuresi'j:"* eclal

gfmii t* medern American Jews. Psrs©nally I h@li#W||hat it dees

exoegft for truly devout Jews, Life is &emehev. sere bit

lose our bearings, who want to prove ourselves and are

and t© mi Ic others. And this, indeedt is tha

Our alienation, o eft or ", is

our r$ot©, our foots from the Tre© af Life

the aaae as depart tfr* free:

^ae *f ue '-.••:• v e

acquire status

reblem modern Jev.,

»em T^rah

« io study,

M#rah

9 ; • V. : : 1

as wi i/i/ nc t ma L ? ti3\ any na p, 19 r *

was ao poverty-r-tria^n that "he awwi&t fcJN

tn order to taska it

.^.t^ra^fTiis' l i fe 1
fJ-!he famtuii aaaalajfj pppni by tho(^ane of hio emortal l̂ oalB '

(never own-- - i r aflsockc and fid not have enouajh money t# fcn** oandlaa, aa

h© sa ta study at nl^xKby'aeopljfcht• y life* So i is ivitb

a l l Jews, ordin&ry lsyaen^«^JNrll as saints and achel<-rs# ."hen 1'tr:- Ml#a

csncerfi, we v^ora iflimunlaad • ^insr the i1lo»ppalatni>nta ajM harafoflofca ai 11X*«

It i^ often th-rt the Jaw bad to ^««!%•« "Marror" - but us l#tifr co ha c«ulc' convert

t« M >̂ ct of *!alt&v&K s i l l regit© a "brfcc; ahtf #v@r i t - then ha oauld

[ay i t , ;:h@n tfea bitternea* was grone and ©nly tho spiritu;.I •mtlafaatiaa remained.

/ (Slary of i)r, Masho ftallaeh of Shaar&i edak Hadpit .̂l in JeruaaXem I I • •

year * gre;- phyaiciafe and -̂ re.. t Ty.adek. Very sick Oft t la At cj^lled him, U he gave

personal medioal attention in b . , - •

* Out patient aiasatisfiad* Instead* "Dr., sa/ Tehi- .ith me." In titae ©f

crisis only Tor a i'reo of Lifat OJlly that eari * \



If w# shall liv® by this Tree »£ I*f©t that G-d ha® given u&, |)Ml Tree

ci.~nlficaaoe ^m benifit trcnocand tha scientific Tree #f Kn©»l©dge and the

Ollv® Treef than th© bitterness arid i l lness ®f Bgypt will n®t

.9 us - £#r this is tlM Eternal prescription glY«fi t©, us by the greatest

rt •f a l l - ^ r ^ \ ^ ^ I | ^ - the L-rd wh® healeth ua»


