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SWARTENING LIFE'S BITTSR WATERS
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The last part of the s .ecial Terah reading, presents fer us a universal
preblem ef imamense prepertiens and eternal relevance, It is the questien eof
hew te sweeten the bitterness of life, hew te blunt the sharp edge ef life's
disappeiatments,

It is after Meses and Israel sing their victery seng at the sheres ef the
Red Sea that we read DRNCIIYN 1 DY NN P'nJ\M{f! ;;nf;
The waters of Marah were bitter, and the children ef Israel were thirsty., The
taste ef vhc'ory had seured in their meuths. Instead ef the exulting cry ef
triumph, their came the fleeting whimper of cemplaint, The peeple were accustemed
te viectery, of having things ge their ewn way. New the waters were bitter and
they knew net what te de, S¢ revelutien was threatened and rebellien brewed
and Mesés grew apprehensive. 4And thus Meses turned te Ged and asked him hew
te sweeten the maters ef Marah, even as we se eften ceme here t. t synagegue

}lt [ ]\“63 |

- with Mesés we ery te G- asking Him fer the caseret, hew te sweeten life's
bitterness, we- o-dm\mv amryess Leavs Av

One answer that has always suggested 1itseli is: knewledge;inlightenmed makes
fer happiness, Seience means pregress, and pregress will sweaten life'sbitter
pill, The mere educatien, the mere science and knewledge, the were will life be
pleasant,

to learn te low te® sweeten the bitterness ir eur swn lives

This answer, it must be said, is thersughly false, Fsr whan Meses ssked Ged

that questien eof hew te sweeten the waters of Merah, we read Y3 I N
£ IN \'\\J\Nl‘ PN m ETQW +And ene sage asks: Why a sovecial tree? -

Why net use the same gquede "Staff of Meses" which had perfermed se meny miracles
in the past? And he answers(see Terah Shelamah exedus 15:262) that the staff ef
Meses was fashiened frem the Tree of Knewledge which had csused death te Adan,
and henee cesuld net be a seurce of sweetness te his decendents, Se that the first
thing that Memes taught us, negatively, by net using his ewn staff, wasthat
knewledge is ne autematic guarantee of hapiness., Xnewledge can be deadly as
well as enlightening. Science can kill and maim and threaten the universe as
well as save and reglaim and epen new herizens, Teday we have mere csllege
graduatés than ever, universal free educatien, and the greatest age of science
and technelegy, Yet thew is more unhappiness than ever befere. And - curisusly
eneugh -« the scientist themselves seem te be the mest unhappy andthe mest
enbittered, " He whe knoreaseth knewledge, increcaseth pain."

The secend pessible answer is psychelegical; it is a matter of perspective,
If yeu think the waters are bitter then remeumber that ether peeple must drink
of far deeper wol}s of bitterness, That is why ene sage(Rabbi Elazar) identifies
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SWEETENING LIFE'S BITTER WATERS (CONT,)

£H8 Tree Meses used with the elive tree, Rjgﬂh {DN NSNS AS qY

It is a valid psychelegical trick fer peeple whe inagine their difficulties te

be greater than they really are., All eof us eught te use the apireach ef the e
elive tree when we feel prene te cemplain abeut eur persenal cenditiens, At '
this time eof Yizker, when we remember tenderly etec., it will dm perhaps be

beneficial te us te cempare sur cenveniences and luxuries with the eceneaic

level attained by the parents ef mest of us here, Our Grandparents and Parents

were mestly hardwerking peddlers er shepkeepers, whe labered leng hourswith

ne vacatiens, and usually lived in a celd water flat witheut an elevater, TYet

despite these severe material limitatiens, they were able net enly te surviwe

but alse te be happy, If any ef us this day, therefere, feel Anclined te pretest

and te cemplaln because we de net have all we want, because w4 |{think 1life has
{ sur lives are <
treubled and tinged with the bitter taste of frustrat ship «= then

let us cast in te these treubled bitter waters whi

berne dewn en us everly hard, becsuse we think thut the water

had te endure, the bitter struggles ef the
survival and seecial recegnitien, their hear
semetimeswith us « then we shall have cured e erness with their bitterness,

ychelegical appreach fer swestening life and curing

it of ils ills, the "
net taste as bitrer a

cine is geed but net sufficient, The waters may
ere - = but they still are unpleasant, The "eitz

zayia" appreach has net the bitternes § it has merely made us satified with it,

The real anawer givon by the Sages lies in a differ-pt directisn, The "tree" eor
"eitz"refors te the "eitz ha-chayyim" - thke Tree of Life, And the Tree of Life - - that
is Terahs EITZ CHAYYIM HEE LA-MACHAZIKIM BAH,Terah is the Treef ef Life, "and its ways
are the ways ef pleasantness", it and it alene can guarantee the sweetening of life's
unhapriness, Se tes de sur Rabbis explain the werd VA-YOREIEU -~ He shewed him a tree
= the werd is-simikasr-%s means net enly "shewed" but alse "taught" - HOREINU DAVAR
MIN HA-TORAH, by virtue ef G~d's Terah were the waters ef Marah sweetened and the
sere apirits eof Israel sesthed in the hst and lenely desert,
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And let me make it clear at this peint that Terah means mere than knewledge. 3r§
"Knewledge" has net religieus value and ne curative effeect on a man's life unless f:g =
it is related te his bebhavier, te his cenduct and te his every actien. The enly %_32,#
knewledse that really ceunts in thc ltng run inthe knowledge of G*d « or, as we Zi%g
would eall it, Terah, When Isi&h prcd isIX%n Messianie Ag', he fertells & werld —{g
"and t d F
filled, g:t just with kaewledge, but and the we w&l}x“ w%HE knswle &t*vﬂf“4’€
of the L-rd, even as the waters cever the sca. ! we want eur ohildren te huve -~
e SR S

meaningful livol and te escape the bitter frustration se cemmen te the lest generae
tien ef tieir parents, we must send them te Hebrew Scheel fer mere than just
knewledge. Merely knewlihg hew te re=d Hebrew er chant a Maftir is net eneugh.
The Hebrew must be prayed and the Maftir meant, fer knpwlodge alene will net
ten the yeung waters; Terah Iillil \
Many peeple deny that there is sugh a thing as a ﬂJduia euresiz", A special
anxiety cemuen te medern American Jews, Persenally I bolid!e hat it does exist

oxcept fer truly deveut Jews, Life is semehew mere bit for|fhese ef ue whe have
lest eur bearinge, whe want te preve ourselves and are se

and te miiec ethers, And this, indeed, is the bge preblen eof

o agquire status
medern Jew,

our roets, eur feets frem the Tree of Life alienatien frem Terah is
the sames as departure frem life. And, therefwre, £ 1ife ef Terash - is study,
proctice, and leve « is the secret G-i-pexs 3¢ ‘¢f hew te sweeten the Marah

of life,

Mere material advantagea wi Iabbi Isas¢ Elkanan
was se peverty-ctriakes that he b ym begpars and hed te smak it in
water in erder te make it e e great Rabbi ef Kevne was net an
Swaetened by the Tersh's 'T'ree ¢f Life,
me of his emertdl beek "The Shuagas Aryeh"
(never ewned » pair of \secks and f]d net have eneugh meney te buy candles, seo that
he ha  te study at nip ¢ht, But it was a happy life, Se it is with

all Jews, erdinary layme 1l 82 saints and schelars, Vhen Terah has been

eur gencern, we were immunized against the disappeintments and harshaess ef life,
It is eften that the Jew had te swallew "Marrer" - but as lenzg =8 he2 ceuld cenvert
that aet te an act of "mituvah" and s:ill recite a "brechah" ever it < then he ceuld
enjey it, then the bitterness was gone and enly the epiritusl satisfactien remained,

[Iﬁtory ef Dr. Meshe Wallach of Shaarai Zedek Hespital in Jerusalem - died laast
year - great physiciak and great Tzadek., Very sick patient callied him, anc he gave
him persensl medical attentien in best bedside manner - "Atz ha-daas" snd "Aytz
Zayis", But patient dissatisfied, Instead; "Dr,, say Tehilliim with me.," In time ef
crisis enly Terah is a Tree eof Lifej; enly that can sweeten lifa'sbittlrnooa;:l
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If we shall live by this Tree eof Lfe, that G-d has given us, the Tree whoese
significance and benifit transcend the scientific Tree ef Knowledge and the

paycheleogical Olive Tree, than the bitterness and illness eof Egypt will net ever-

take us « fer this is the Eternal prescriptien given te us by the greatest
psysieian of all - .ULQ Y ‘\:; iJ(( = the Lerd whe healeth us,



