FACSIMILE MESSAGE.

FROM:EDDIE KARIMZADEH , LONDON , UK. FAX +44181 455 2196 TEL +44181 458 4956
TO :RABBI DR NORMAN LAMM, PRESIDENT, YESHIVA UNIVERSITY 001 212 960 0043

28th AUGUST 1995
DEAR RABBI LAMM,
| HOPE YOU ARE WELL, AND ENJOYED YOUR SUMMER.

JUST A BRIEF FAX REGARDING OUR DISCUSSION ON THE SEFIROT: | HOPE YOU RECEIVED MY
LETTER DATED 17TH TAMMUZ, TO WHICH A SERIOUS REPLY i AWAIT. (UNFORTUNATELY, IN MANY
CIRCLES, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHICH | MENTIONED IN MY FIRST LETTER, THERE IS NO SERIOUS
DISCUSSION OF ANYTHING, SINCE THE MERE POSSIBILITY THAT THE RABBI MAY HAVE ERRED WILL
DESTROY THEIR ENTIRE WORLD VIEW. OF COURSE, THE TORAH DOES NOT HAVE THIS PROBLEM,
AND IN FACT IN AVOT, CH. 5, THE MISHNA BRINGS INTELLECTUAL HONESTY AS A NECESARRY
PREREQUISITE FOR A HACHAM - AND DISHONESTY FOR A BOOR).

ONE FURTHER SOURCE WHICH | CAME UPON, WHICH | TRUST WILL BE THE FINAL NAIL IN THE
PANTHEISTIC COFFIN OF THE TANYA, iS A BOOK ENTITLED "HOQER U MEQUBAL” BY THE PEERLESS
RAMCHAL. THE VILNA GAON DESCRIBED THIS SAGE AS HAVING ACQUIRED THE HIGHEST
UNDERSTANDING OF TORAH WHICH IS HUMANLY POSSIBLE.

IT IS QUITE COINCIDENTALTHAT THE OPENING DISCUSSION BETWEEN THE PHILOSOPHER AND THE
KABBALIST IS PRECISELY THE SUBJECT OF OUR DISCUSSION - THE SEFIROT, AND THEIR
DEIFICATION. THE RAMCHAL STATES THAT IF THE SEFIROT WERE DIVINE, THEY WOULD BE "ELOHIM
ACHERIM"- A POSITION WHICH IS ANTITHETICAL WITH THAT OF THE TANYA, AND WHICH YOU
MISTAKENLY CLAIM IS SHARED BY EVERYBODY. FURTHERMORE, RABBI J. DAVID BLEICH, YOUR
ESTEEMED ROSH YESHIVA, HAS ALSO ARGUED IN FAVOR OF RAMCHAL'S POSITION, IN HIS BOOK
“"WITH PERFECT FAITH", STATING THAT PRAYING TO THE SEFIROT [WHICH ARE OTHER THAN G-D]
WOULD BE TANTAMOUNT TO IDOLATORY.

DR DALE GOTTLIEB, NOW AT OHR SOMEACH CLAIMS THAT "G-D IS IDENTICAL TO EACH OF THE
SEFIROT" EVEN THOUGH HE CONCEDES THAT IN OUR WORLD VIEW THEY ARE TEN DISTINCT
ENTITIES. ONE ONLY HAS TO OPEN A SIDDUR TO SEE THAT THEY ARE IN FACT DISTINCT AND
DIFFERENT - BY VERY DEFINITION. THERE ARE EVEN TRINITIES e.g. HaBaD, WHICH ARE
EUPHEMISTICALLY REFERRED TO AS TRIADS "PARTSUFIM".

YOU HAVE ON MANY OCCASIONS BEMOANED RAV CHAIM VOLOZHINER'S "INTELLECTUAL
ASCETISM”. | PUT IT TO YOU THAT THIS GNOSIS OR KETZITZAH i.e. THE SABIAN DEIFICATION OF THE
SEFIROT IS A CASE OF INTELLECTUAL HEDONISM, OR MORE SPECIFICALLY THEOLOGICAL
PROMISCUITY. SUCH ZNUT WAS ALREADY FORESEEN BY OUR SAGES, AS EMANATING FROM BEIT
VAAD IN THE PRE-MESSIANIC ERA, AS RECORDED AT THE END OF SOTAH.

| HAVE MADE SUCH VIEWS KNOWN TO PROFESSOR GOTTLIEB, WHICH PERHAPS EXPLAINS HIS
SILENCE, IN NOT REPLYING. RABBI P. JUNG, NEPHEW OF YOUR SAINTED COLLEAGUE DR LEO JUNG,
WAS SO SHOCKED WHEN | ORIGINALLY ASKED HIM ABOUT THE TANYA, THAT HE ACCUSED ME OF
MISREPRESENTING WHAT THE TANYA SAID. WHEN HE CHECKED AND REALISED THAT | WAS NOT
LYING, HE STOPED TALKING TO ME! { A CHASSIDIC VERSION OF SHOOTING THE MESSENGER!)

YOU HAVE WRITTEN ABOUT THE CONSEQUENCES OF COWARDICE IN DEALING WITH STUDENT'S
QUESTIONS. | TRUST THAT YOU WILL RISE TO THE QCCASION, WITH COURAGE, AND A DESIRE FOR
TRUTH - NO MATTER WHAT INTELLECTUAL FASHIONS YOU MAY HAVE TO DISPOSE OF.

BEST REGARDS EDMOND KARIMZADEH






