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WAN APPRECIATION OF MOTHER'S GIFTS - THE PULPIT'S GIFT TO MOTHERS" 

The institution of Mother's Day is predicaged on the fact that one good turn deserves 

another; that mothers, as a general group, bequeath certain gifts to their children, for — 

which they deserve gifts in return. These gifts of mother's are universally acknowledged and 

acclaimed, but in re&hity are little understood. Let us, therefore, this morning, attempt — 

to appreciate and evaluate mother's gifts to her children, and let that appreciation be 

this pulpit's gift to all mothers. 

Whem I speak of mothers, my friends, I speak particularly of Jewish mothers; and not 

just of Jewish mothers, but of Jewish mothers of a very special type - a type which, I fear 

is rapidly taking its place beside the buffalo and American Indian and the five-cent cigar — 

as a vanishing species in American life. This type of Jewish mother is the kind usually 

eulogized in so many folk songs as DIB YIDDISHE MAME. The weteer mame is not necessarily 

Yiddish speaking. In fact, I believe that many American-born, ere today can answer to that 

name. It is not a matter of natuonality, but of temperament; not language, but loyalty; 

not origin, but devotione 

There are three gifts which the Jewish mother gives to her child, one for each 

period of his life - early youth, young manhood, and one which she needs give him even 

in his old age. 

The first gift the Jewish mother gives bi id is that of a prepschool educations 

The leaders of another faith show insight wi ay ™ give us child until he is six 

years qld and then you can have him", s modern 

psychology now teaches us, a child ismost 
0 how different m&xthe ire any or the new i nie, 

mothers, ‘Nowadays the tendency of parents is t C hess Phpemene his complete freedom until 
34 ¥ 

he is sent to school - because is requi aw or’ weason of g parents’ nervese The 

child is carefakty-shiclded-fron_the strain.of the--tearning process by--overshenevolegy 

parents. "Let him ‘enjoy is childhood while he has it", is the pedogogical formaula of the 

agee Unless goaded by 2 psychology book which they don't understand, many of today's 

sophisticated parents will encourage a child to continue his baby talk. It is the very — 

babyishness of a baby that parents worship and bacuase of which the child's education - 

relicious and secular — is deferred to the conventional six years of ages 

, 

The typical Jewish mothe how different she was and ise The eiiild was not with- 

dravm from life, but rusked int t wi tl zeal _ of a healthy optomism and leyotion. then 
¥ oe ad 

a child was a mere tot, mother already began teaching him all about Torah. I wonder 

how many 6f your remember that lovely, and I might say holy, Yiddish Lullaby /’k otf 405 fe 

tl9JhNW , - which contains that powerful refrain, sung by so many thousands of tender 

and loving mothers —) vINd slot Q SA VVIN = Torah is the best occupation, the best 

profession, the best vocation. A child barely able to utter a few simple words, was 

already treated to that delightful and meledious verse DItNo Whose 19 L7K YIVIA 

then the little boy graduated from his crib to his Junior Bed 

he was taught the Tirst tines of the "Shma", which he memex repeated with his mother before 

to sleep and after he k A ritwal simple, but holy; naive, but 

sacred; ancient in origin, byt pegogogically sound, 

\ 
; our Rabbis r thes § this educational gift of mother to child in his earliest 

a patent fact. Our Rabbis of the Mishna enumerating the merits of i 

illusbg#Ous predeesors, mentioned that one Rabbi had a phenominal memory - rzfn (jie Se “ae 

ne) G ; another was distinguished by his dynamic and analytic Intellect- 1%tdAW \ ('tA 
? ; —_— 

3 third Rabbi was awarded with the epithet ?'oN - the Pious; and a fourth was heralded” 

as fuv' » a G-d fearing man. 5ut one of these men, a man who becale one o 

eat 's of Israel, received a very strange commendation by the Rabbis. /v ris 129 

yy Uk ~ M+JSN © “And as for Rabbi Joshua, the son of Chananha- happy 

is his mother". How out of place is this citation} Not genius, not aemprys not piety, 

not reputation is the mark of this man's greatness = but (A PLITOLIVGIC 
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thing 

Obviously, this sage's mother mist have had so e/considerable to do with his fey 

in dorder for the Rabbis to mention her so res pectfull y3 and indeed she did} 

Talmud records fm the testimohy of a sage of Jerusalem who says (Ao'9d Arlen aane Ye nts 

AID [YM prrare rant I remember how the mother of R.J.b H. would wheel his 

to the Academy s hat the words of the Torah there expotnded might impinge 

reveled in her 7 son's glory. For 
et 

carriage 
upon his tender ears". No wonder then, that she 
her gire vo him was an ed which began tn the ertb. he “taught big Torab— 

ut 

not b: aby—talk. (1nd no therefore, that the Rabbis saic (A rf ay 

estes Oo Uk o (Nfe “Uk means “Happy is his 

former means him", . The. difference be »tween 

afer yan eS al relation, “a woman gives 

3 mother, or af isa mich more profound 
y hore vim le ft, him 4fter the act 

create.and cuide his entire perso 
Geetations ship. a3fy mean 

of birth, but bas aio _o° rt 
1 a ra 4 . ) 

Even an ant g referred to as 3 or 

So then, 2 woman's 

impressic nai ye 

Ov his infaney and adolescence and is ready to set out and 
~ 

is ready and ripe £ marri are suddenly discovers that 

A 6 os athe y Pree re 2 

en to him over a long nur of yes his own 

to. build a home inthe finest a st. beau! tiful of 
eA 

abs iis alread; eace, 

was cherished by none other, than King Solomon 

el rites the auth ’ the B8inge ng ng of Songs"; in Aide “Lite VF 

ray Anne erat ASIAN PIM (Nie IS OVUTe D> Oat ONE plwr 

"Go forth, 0 ye dau zh : of Zio: ind gaze upon King Solomon, even upon the crown 

with which his no the fs s crowned him in the day of his wedding and in the day of 

fs) the meyeret f his hea And when one Rabbi pr tested that we nowheres find that 

Bathsheba had bequesthed a crown to her son Solomon, another answered /2€N tS NI Cy 

he Tabernacle. The Tabernacle, the De 
the crown c MLch the le speaks refers » tr 

7 Yr " Be Be Se . . 

ly means dwelling place and it is 
Mishkan, 1 

therefore 2 mants dwelling place, the holiness of his home which was 

the_¢ crown LI “ownine eft which Solomon's wother gave to her son on his wedding 

r » peri in thé Labora vory | of domestic peace and wmole— 
Tals Ss tas olf practical experience in of 

cK Onstr action of bac! Mishie * s the wedding git 

f every Jewish mother = her [Shloimeley Yankele, 

as 3 wel. +E, a good mother. The home in which 

fy home they will set out to build when 

and fidelity, which character 

oi fh mother to son and dgjghter. The senond 

“Ls;  harottrs, the construction of the Jewish hom 

Jewish mother to her children is Pak: ance, 

rsity. whether physical, .méntal or spiri “whather one 

Clings to the ancient bel a ef of the superiomity of De ARO the equally fallacious 

fheory of the superiority of woman, as et d by some modern anthropologists, or 
always 

whether one “believes: am _solie_apnsible form of equality of the sexes, ne wild 

which woman is =iperior r to man is that of endurance, and 

woman magecuffercthe excruciating pains of child- 

ay the husband frets nervously, almos t. pressed to 

insanity, because of pains not his om. How true-isthe modern comics cre e 

of yous fasbairs Dacing Up and down in the ths. waiting room. And the R GIDUL BANIM", 

the long, sustained pains of raising children, pains shared by the husband but borne 

mostly! by the mother whose charges they are. How often do we hear or a:wite challenging a 

msband to "stay hone with the children all day and we'll see if you can Saks it". £ 
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Is is indeed doubtful that he could! Or take the matter of the constant grind and 
routine of housework - something which most husbands and fathers make light of but 
which, IW MOPe pensive moments, he readily acknowledges. For wailemang may play the 
imme hero in acts of courage which are momenta BEES 2 other short duration, it is 
the woman who is the real eroine when it comes to the more serious-matter . 
of resistine lone, orawnout and sustained cOmdttions of adversity. “here 4 aaadld 

i It has been th@"eternal task of women 
real endurance and it is a lesson which they 

must c onstantly teach them even in their old age. ' 

a n31 [PS '> DN. Isaac was alae old in saat as experienced in life as one 
nities eoakgo be, yet he fell an easy 2 d siege of Eagu's gt rile, 

Mted his old Tather with all ricks. : gs at his command trying to 
m his last blessinge e ide or his resistance to ole 

maria tie was ready to yi olde But at his side was his loyal wife, 
Rebecca, One of the fotr great Watetarchs: wWi0 Se = rine constitution enabled her to 
strengtl men herself agai nst her maxi: evil son's ades ao ocracye At lon Last. 
it was Isaac mo Vrelaer wue nebecca who eratted ind our 2abbis’ comment about 
heir comparative abiltty to resist adversity bea repititione Referring to this 

greater resistance by woman to opposition and dis: Sabie circumstance, thay say 
"A bone is not harmed by a collision which woul: ba an cartben oi eat plareas 
Man, who is created out or tne dust of egrth NF 1 JY vdF A bay Ig 
has not the endurance of woman, formed out of ahi 'N PIN APY 1, ae 
Rebeces has the greater resistance of the Bone; 
fhe = pote And Tv 1s this wilco bie mebeccas 
i (r3 13°19 7p., when the Isaacs are old mene 

For these thre “gifts, the gift of.e 
and of endurance: all ics out, even unto ol he 

thankful to their mothers _ all — bef 4 
ny tiers 

No encomium that we can’ bestow upon t wish mo is great eiimiahs lo 
gift is expensive enoughe What we have Said we can say is limited by ¢ 
powers of feipressions For the rest, we rc le loving understanding of 11 
mothers to discern all that is 


