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"AN APPRECIATION OF MOTHER'S GIFTS - THE PULPIT!'S GIFT TO MOTHERS"

The institution of MWother's Day is predicaped on the fact that one good turn deserves
another; that mothers, as a general group, bequeath certain gifts to their children, for
which they deserve gifts in return, These gifts of mother's are universally acknowledged and
acclaimed, but in reddity are little understood. Let us, therefore, this morning, attempt
to appreciate and evaluate mother's gifte to her children, and let that appreciation be
this pulpit's gift to all mothers.

Then I speak of mothers, my friends, I speak particularly of Jewish mothers; and not
just of Jewish mothers, but of Jewlsh mothers of a very special type - a type which, I fear,
is rapidly taking its place beside the buffalo and American Indian and the five-cent cigar
as a vanishing species in American life. This type of Jewish mother is the kind usually
eulogized in so many folk songs as DIE YIDDISHE MAME., The &’iég;she mame is not necessarily
Yiddish speaking. In fact, I believe that many American-born,{ ere today can answer to that
names It is not a matter of natuonality, but of temperament; not language, but loyalty;
not origin, but devotion.

There are three gifts which the Jewish mother gives to her child, one for each
period of hic life - early youth, young manhood, and one which she needs give him even
in his old age.

W

The first gift the Jewish mother gives his child is that of a pre=school education.
The leaders of another faith show insight when they say " give us child until he is six
years old and then you can have him", It is in thig pre-gschool age that, as modern
psychology now teaches us, 2 child ismost impressiomble and most receptinve to learninge
O how different mfckhe are Many 0T the new brands of mothers from the gemuine Jewish
mothers, MNowadays she tendency of parents is to give the child his complete freedom until
he is sent to school - becausge it is required by law ox Peason of g parents! nervese The
Q}f\lq’i.ch.;uﬁ@;- shiclded£ronm the strain of ithe-tearning wrocess by--over=henevolefrit—
parents. "Let him enjoy is childhood while he has it", is the pedogogical formaula of the
age. Unless goaded by a ppychology book which they don't understand, many of today's
sophisticated p ts will encourage 2 child to continue his baby talk. It is she wvery
bzbyishness of a baby that parents worship and bacuase of which the child's educcblon -

religious and secular - is deferred to the co yventional =ix years of age.
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The typical Jewish mother - how different she was and is. e child was not with-

drawm frop life, but 1j\{:|y_:‘1 into it with™™ zeal of a healthy optonism and JdevofTon, ihen

2 child was a mere tot, mother alrcady began teaching him all about Torahe. I wonder

how many 6f your remember that lovely, and I might say holy, Tiddish Lullaby (1l 0¥DJ 1{54‘1
/‘B '\? Jrn 4 - which contains that powerful refrain, sung by so many thousands of tender

and loving mothers =MIpd 2Go¥r 3 S’k V1IN - Torzh is the best occupation, the best

profession, the best vocation. A child barely able to utter a few simple words, was

~lready treated to that delightful and relodicus verse NYINO FCogr 9 L8 NHIA

is erib

And very soon afterwards, when the little boy graduated from his to his Junior Bed

We was taught The TIPSt IInes of the nonmaW¥, which he pEmex repeated with his mother before
going to sleep and after he k A ritual simple, but holy; naive, but

sacred; ancient in origin, byd pedogogically sound.,
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;our Rgbbis r ;co;y\.’».zeé this educational gi
, patent fact. Our Rebbis of the Mishna enumerating ,
predessors, mentioned that one Rabbi had a phenominal memory =
another was distinguished by his dynamic and analytic Intellect= YidANN (‘TN
third Rabbi was awarded with the epithet %:0p - the Pious; 2 _tourth was heralded
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G-d fearing man. put one of these men, a man who bec:me one of the

as {nﬁg [[(RXAE »
grez imoF als of Israel, received a very strange cogmendation by the Rabbis. VAR (AR URAS)
(A3 L)

WUk =~ ft)Jsn « "and as for Rabbi Joshua, the son of Chananka- happy

is mother". How out of place is this citationl Nol gepius, not memor not piet;
ot reputation is the mark of thic man's greatnegs = but M«?ih Ik
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Obviously, this sage's mother must have had some/con: derd.ble to do with hi: greatness
in dorder for the Rabbis to rmntio*l hm? SO resi mc-tful_ and indeed she didl The
Talmud records fxx the testimohy of a sage of Je ruv..lem ,fno coyc tAe D Asl amnl e nrds
A3 l'J-\(« (preak »wanfn T rer lember how the mother of R.J.b Ii. would wheel his
carriage the Academy so_that the word «',L‘ the Torah there expotnded mipght impinge
u_pon his tender ears", No wonder, then, t t she reveled in ‘rﬂ‘ eon'e tﬂ Ty “For
heér glit to mim was an elucation which b og; ‘*1 uhﬁ crib. She I
not baby-talk. (‘And no wonder, therefore, that the Rabbis said
and not lNlt o UL , For (NIt " {ft means "™Happy is his
mother", while the Former means "Happy is she who bore him". The difference between

P je and is this Pf. refers to a natural relation,a woman gives
Bfrth to a son, therefore she is hils rtc’r,‘wr Rl [7* 1is a mich more profound

relationship. A’f‘l' means she who not'ondy bore him and then left him after “'1 -'.ct

of birth, but whe who continued to mold ..mJ creake. and & ',A 1is en tl Ie pers
Bven an andimal orbird is referred to as Pk 3 only ¢ ! all T B

womants first gift
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n his most impressionable years.

The second zift of mothenddo child is the understanding of the sanctity of
T ———— -
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home. When a young man 1as outgrowm his infaney and u‘__~c¢ te and is rc'd'r to set out and
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Puild his own home, when he is ready ::1;; ripe for marriage, he suddenl scovers that
his greatest precent has ’W\ o3V \n t.‘ him over a long numbe r ,!' years by his ¢ b* his om
.-.‘ Y R " | \\"" .... Y ) -~
her ~ the Wf‘b of lecarning how 17UL_.'.\.; 2 ao.x_.___;x__;...u,“,.;_n,‘;t .,.d most bcm tiful of
m- dsh traditions of do 1:':Lice eace, AN ﬂfg_ Indecd d, BUr Rabbis already

~eddine present was cherished by none other, than King Solomon

pointed out that such {
himself. Writes the auther of the #SSmge "Song of Songs"; 13 AL IS DJne s

128 ANNR Pzl tASIAD PI' (Nfe ) 0\01@ Y07, dAade ?PN"

3o forth, O ye daughter: of Zion, and gaze upon King Solomon, even upon the crovm
with which his mother has crowmed him in the day of his wedding and in the day
the gladness of his heart". And when one Rabbi pmw tested that we nowheres f:mo. t at
}}jh.;heba had bequeathed a crown to hor son Solomon, another answered /38N 1S NIV
the crown ol which bhe Bible speaks refers to the e Tabernacle., The Tabernacle, the
Mishkan, was the House- of G-d. 17731" ' 1iterally means dwelling place and it is
therefore the sanctity of a-m'eEne‘nm place, the holiness of his home which was
the orown or the crowning gift which Solomon's mother gave 1 her son on his wedding

Thig gift of pra Tcal experience in the laboratory of domestic peace and vhole-
sor‘enm-, this lesson in U '..E.i:’::t“ 1ct10n ol Paeliighkan, Js tne wedding '
only ParrEnebs o Tng Solomon.. but T e every Jewich mother Lo her oimele, Yankele,

The Jowish mother is a good wofe as well as a good mo“ﬁ.,-. The home in which
raises her son and daughter ig the sort of home they "’Ll__ set out to build when
they marry. ,The dimensions of sanctity, love, devotion and fidelity, which characterize
the Jewish dOmYcile are the everngl gifLh ab-mother to son ond daughter, The second

gift of the Jewish mothery is, thercfore, the construction of the Jewish honme,

The third gift of the Jewisgh mother to her childeen is the lesson of endurance,

the ability to resict rsity whether physical,.meéntal or spirituale Whether one
¢lings to the ancient nc’ 1' ef ui’ The cupcriority of the meWh or the equally f ll acious
fheory ol the superiority ol woman, as maintained by some modern anthro; le sts, g
whether one believes -~ 1n SOl he *nll aLwe

admit that the one Wsn woman 1s superior w_lf that of endurance :md
=Lance '

sity. A woman mage-uffergthe exeruciating pains of child-
s while the husbant frets nervously, almost pressed to
insanity, because of pains not his om . Hom t;ua_i..\_ﬂm_mod ern COMLe: W
of the nervous husband pacing up and dovn in the waiting room. And the GIDUL BANIM",
band but borne

the long, sustained pains of raising children, pains “hared by the hus
mogtly by the mother whose charges they are. How often do we hear of o wite challenging a

huzband to Matay home with the children all day and we'll sec if you can bake itn, 2
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Is is indeed doubtful that he couldl Or take the matter of the constant grind and
routine of housework - something which most husbands and fathers make light of but
vhich, IW TOTE pengive moments, he Teadily -xc*'FS“‘--‘BTcs. For whilemang may play the
jme hero in acts of courage which are mome -nt: Ty of other short dur‘,tggg. it is
the woman who 15 the real m:!ﬁ'ﬁ:r:é'lne Bhen 1t comes to the more serious matter

ol Teslsting Iong, -J.rtwnout and sustained mmTO’l“”'O.; ave";lfy. %O_IE_M
crack easil c’“‘T energe With s , Tt has been Th& eternal task of women

to teach uhell' sons this noble Teat of real endurance and it is a lesson which they
must constantly teach them even in their old age.

and IP3 > )|, Isazc was already old in days, as experienced in life as one
could }*’one to be, yet he fell an easy prey to ihe gugtained siege of Egau's guile,
Esua assanlted his 01d Tabher with all thg tricks ;pu Luses at ?l§ comuand trying to
1. S
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¥Ting TPom Ain hic last blessinge TSaae was indeed old - for hi s rosishance to. -L:Ei’.
de Bgucﬁeg—“l:’.a wco‘(enﬁf oA [ ue L2 Was ready to yle bld. ”u' at his's was his loyal wife,
Rebecca, one ol Uhe TOUF great Natriarchs, vhose fe ng_consti \,utw on enabled her to
strengthen herself agai nst her ik cvil son's L,i_::.de" of hy ycracy. At long last
o T — J— 3 .——
it was I?-mc W0 Vreraet WUt Rebecco who brevailed. And our comment about

s :
Reir comparative abirT

TY vo resist advercity bears repi '.,J_tlon. .Zcﬂl‘rln;; to this

v

greater resn stance by woman to opposition and dis sagree able circumetance, they say
"4 bone ig pot harmed by a collision which would chatter an carihen oot into pigces, 3
.- -~ ”n
Man, who is created out or the qust of egren NNFIY (v AT S AF a3
has not the endurance of woman, formed out of bone 'N Psn PPy 1, The
Rebe has the greater resistance of the Bone; the I_",,\c,_:;_ the lessor rggigtance of
e earthen pot. And 1Te 1c ats which the debeccas much teach the Isoacs even after
p———— - ————

i

e en | And T
rha ' ’r_s 'a 1)1 5 when the Tsazcs are old men,
.

For these threec gifts, the gift of education in youth, of home in young manhood,
and of endurance 211 through out, even unto old age - men and women will always be
thankful to their mothers and 211 mothers,

No encomium that we can bestow upon the Jewich mother is great emough. Mo
gift is expensive enoughe What we have said and what we can say is limited by the
powers ofpexpressions  For the rest, we rcly upen the loving understanding of 311

mothers to discern 211 that is within our hearts and solils,
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