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"THE RABBI AS POSEK AND COUNSELOR" 

1. The 2 are separate and distinct roles: different goals, methodologies, approaches 

Hal'c role = discrete, quantitative, apodictic--7NN NX pT 1p» 
Pastoral role = fluid, qualitative, situational 

Yet, overlap...Moreover, can learn one from the other 

So, will speak about what Rabbi as counselor can learn from his Hal'c background, 
and vice-versa: what, as Posek, he can adapt from his pastoral role 

2. What Rabbi as Counselor can learn from his Role as Posek 

a) Take your people seriously--as you would in "paskening" or "din Torah": 

9 NIN 0979) YINID PIII NNW IAN IND YT ANDY ODI NI WN 
(NYY IT YT PITAID) PNNNN 

b) Be patient with your people; don't act shocked or overly judgmental when 
hearing the problem. V7 NN POND NW? WAND... VSN NN DI pT? NININ 

c) Confidentiality: NHwYX 7 21N pa»nn »73N) NII 9YTN WN NI NYwII yp 
NN DIT NIP WIY POT NPNIN NINN... PIYI 7997 JIN NI I"N ody 19 9aANw 

NPT 9D PT : WON ,NVIT 229 99N 7217 HPN , PIV PIM prwwy INI NRvWI7 211 WIPNT 
(NYY ND PITNID) 

d) Give No Grounds for Sexual Suspicion--0°)97 70S )N.... 

Hint: Just follow 11n» m7... 

3. What Rabbi as Posek Can Learn from his Role as Counselor 

a)Flexibility -- adopt some of personalizing to 709; can't a/ways do that, o-c, but 

is often necessary--& Halakha often has plural judgments: 

JIT DY WN TOM INIW? AY TAN Wy PT YT: WNID (PTA) YT ANN N/a APY? 

QUAN WO PID APAN YT IND -- 79720 NNW Nw 

--point: sometimes slithery...sometimes firm... 
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Posek as SNAKE: every true 9N7.0 1700 knows by intuition + Mesorah when/how be 
lenient and flexible... 

Examples LION: Rav on naw? 179n Vow and on N’yaI NI) WNNw) NIV OWI-NI 0979 

b) Sensitivity -- to a very high degree. 

Examples: 

1. During 0 procedure--explain in advance and during --so as not to scare & 
make it any worse than it has to be 

2. If sitting in a 7 993, beware of anti-woman bias...all too prevalent 

3. Be strict but not over-strict with 099A 

4. If your p09 has to be stringent and unpleasant to 2NWw, express sympathy.... 

5. And not only sympathy for questioner, but make him understand the 
attractiveness of Torah, even if it has to be disguised, depending on the 

situation. 

DONN NON ODI ANP) NWN -v9wn pry N97 NN” --y/N Naw nn 19 8/7409 

nODIY1 DIY TON) 

Ex:-- R. Yaakov Blech-- what Stoliner achieving in Ukraine generally; then: 
nN? 7/72 TOW NypN... 

STORY that encapsulates idea of sensitivity by Ben Torah: 

8/87 ITD) OY NID MAW N/Nyal Jy OND 
PYNONNA Y/N) 71999 9109999N IANA WN N/Aylw >) ,AW 0992 Nt OFTTN /) 2 0107 IN) 
91N .29 OW NID YOU NII ITPA PW 1919 WN 8”8N .III DNNN IPN Adw oNWNA 

D°TDIIWI"” 19 WN) S”SN IY TNA TIT VAY WNW .PIYMNN NN INI NY» yw yD DNyI 

TDI DID INVN -- NAW ND Pyyn Oynw pryaynn 
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