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Is Tolerance Possible Any Longer? 

Homowack Lodge/Shabbat Chol Hamoed Pesach/1997 

1. The Rabin assassination...as a result--appointed CJHV... 

2. Had hoped all sides would cool unrestrained talk. Bt, no: same level/even accelerated... 

3. Issues today are not only peace between Jews-Arabs, but Jews-Jews--even in USA. 

4. So, ask 2 questions: a) Can we find support for tolerance in Torah? 

b) Is any tolerance still possible in J commty? 

5. I--occasionally talking/writing about Tolernce/Torah; will now give abbreviated version. 

With regard to b), will see how, if at all possible, can apply it to today's problems. 

6. Toynbee: monotheism=intolerant; single-minded; rejec'n idoltry left it w little patience 

for other forms of worship. Was he right? 

7. Yes, partially. Make clear: tolerance not an absolute. There are things/ideas intolerable 
to any decent/civilized person. Ex aplenty of intol't attitudes in Torah: 3 cardinal sins-- 

T9w) yy wy--and gossip/talebearing/libel. Contemp'y life: nt tolerate terrorists/rapists/ 

publ nudity/drug-pushers/muggers. Unlimited tol'ce~intell'l cowardice, is invitation to 

social collapse/deterioration of all standards. 

8. Hence, need "delicate balance of tol'ce": restraints on terrorism/violence, yt no total 
restraint of freedom expression/disregard for due process. We morally obligatd mk value 
judgments every day i-o maintain proper "delicate balance tol'ce." 

9. Tol'ce nt mean approval. Thus, Biblical aversion "N2y1N"-DINN 0°710N ,t”’Y, Shows its 

stand on principle/refusal dilute such "visceral" commitment. And: 0>way. Same time, man 
(image of God) must reflect character Creator who tolerates their folly/rebelliousness. So 

ADIN wWwNr-w4) > 1995N/I: God tolerates the sinner even at the very moment of his 

rebellion by continuing to grant him the gift of life. Zo be tolerant is divine. 

10. Bec balance so delicate, is presumptuous offer in advance clear direction applicbl to all 

cases. Most one can hope for=few guide-lines for each case on its own merits, try for the 

best accommodation of both conflicting theses. 

11. Indirect reference "balance of tolerance"--in comment Rashi on passage 0n)9 on the 

transfer I'p fr Moses-Joshua. 07299 N¥? WN NATYD JY WN WI IDI NNN PIN 'N TP” 
TY ON PN WN JNYD/T NTY WAN NII OND WN) ONYY WN) 07997 NI? WN? 
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On this Rashi comments: yh $9 dp tpp7 pop} vrm™ vda v”E37 YDS IM Nb ONd - PIP *pdh 
:1py7 °Dd Thhy Ib > dayp hors wen omdy ay or oF p07 py TAY 

Moses: harsh disciplinarian/impatient/intolerant people's foibles, so pleas for successor of 

milder/more forgiving/tol't disposition. 17 WN WN }) 2 YI? NN TI NP NWN IN 7 WN?) 

: PSY TP NN NIN) 12. Here Rashi: change plural to singular, comments: 62-13 py o6h 
fh $> Sp pry 72 dod dove pSpe- Joshua commended not f his unlimited tolerance, but for 

ability address self/override individual opinions of an opinionated constituency. "Balance!" 

12. Similar thought in practical, halakhic terms-in Talmud (Ber. 58a): »09991N NNIIN : VN 
ND DY ONDIT YAW9INAD PN AD Nt ADIT ONYT PRY ,O’TIN OIN 73 :W91N INAV? 

Midrash (Nu.R.21) relates this pt to episode just referred to: N’IpN yo wpan nwN \~u 
AY Ar PNT PII SW YNYT PRI TNNI TNN 9D DW YNYT PI97 WIT 19) YWIAN DYN AIP Nywa 
wees NYT 299 --TNND TINNY 09210 NY YTD OMY NN TON NYp3l yNN Prnv0N Nw) 

13. Paradoxically, tol'’ce=more meaningful the more zealously one advocates his views. If 

believe wholeheartedly, willing die for it, & still accept othr fellow is permitted t follow his 
own ideas/live by them--that's tolerance. True tolerance=in tension with deeply cherished 
principles. Lack of principle/indifference shouldn't be confused w tol'ce; =rubber spine. 

14. Tol'ce by determnd believer=spir'l achvm't! bec entails degree intellec-psychol pain 
...y-a-0=suffrer'g (939) & patience (nn229) & tol'ce (12710). Eng: tol'ce=sufferance 

15. Best discuss neg've<pos've: nature intolerance < anlaysis of tolerance. 

Many reasons f intol'ce--but whatever the motive, intolerance usually leads to enmity--to 

raw, baseless hatred, what in Hebrew is called sinat chinam. 

wee TIOWY YT, TY 292 PNW 0997 1) 29919 229N 1 0999 PWN WTPN--: v NOY 
NAVY 12 AAW 299 229N 7N 299 OPTON NIN) M9) NDNA ppow ypAW Iw WTP 71N 
DDT NIDW9W) NYA 92 AIT TAY : NWAY WIV 7299 DIN NAW AIIPww 77999 .OIN 

Learn fr this passage 2 lessons; a) 09N nNw=as reprehensible as 3 majr sins together-- 
quite a condemn'n of baseless intol'ce! b): surprisingly--not only can one practice n/n 

nysnm & still b infected w 0on naowv, itself a shocking phenomenon, bt even 0>T0N 31) 

We dealing w fundam'l psychic real'y that=deeper, underlies/undergirds action & behavior. 

16. W this in mind, will offer several (pos've) examples tol'ce from the sources of Judaism. 

First=halakhic instance of tol'ce f individual sinner. Talmud : on pwrnp 
ANYTA NIWN ANIN NOW ,NW7IP - 79d WWI DON , PTY NV NID Jy... IVONN 

(nvTNpNd p9v0-0310) 

Even such transitory but noble possibility=enough to consider yw.=p?Ts & validate mrrg. 

(ow naan 3°97 Pressburg: diff'ce between a 719) WNW ’¥) 719) P?TS= that the latter 

can bring himself to love only 7193 NW Yw7 whereas 792) ’¥ can love even 79) YW7...) 
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17. Ex tol'ce even f idolatry: 7°1N9 TWN 099TNT NN INI AN) WAY NN 27 TIN 1 

Normally--commendable: monoth'ic ch prevents pagan father fr bow'g idols. But Zohar: 

Even though she tried t prevent father...ws punished by dying in child-birth--not raise 
Benjamin, not even be w him f single hour--bec pain she caused her father, despite good 
intentions. (While=question filial respect, reveals a sense of tolerance even for idolatry.) 

18. 3rd illustr'n senstvty, tol'ce: insight (N7N)) by 9”95h NWN Py’ On verse NI NWN WIN?) 
: DIPS? NDI OTYYD O79 NAVIN NN Nd I PIN NI Nar 08/9 Nayrn »D yD Mwy? 719) 

Plain meaning=Moses demurs bec fears reaction Egyptian populace t brazen act of Jews 
killing Egyptn gods. But Q: Pharaoh=autocrat--which Egyptian dare defy his instructions? 

R. Charlop therefore points t fine distinction in the Onkelos. Instead of direct transl of 

Idd? NDI, "will they not stone us?," Aramaic: NI997199 1170? NI), "Won't they wish to 

stone us?"--Moses/Aaron refused act in a manner that would make the Egyptians want to 

stone them. In a words, they were sensitive to the religious scruples of the pagan, 

idolatrous hordes--surely a remarkable case of toleration! 

19. I can cite many more such examples-- ,7wNII9 NNTP) I”yd, pry DYN 9 ,2/9NN 

91/9910 9787 297 (217 DWN nw. But let me quote NNN wANY? ANTPN , Poway INN: 

bec this relates to intol'ce amongst us Orthx Jews.... 

09199) ANN ON OPIN 9937... PDI9N) DNININ) ONIN ONINN Npynn I) 

NDID DVN 99) ADNAN AWITPA YWNWN NINAN NN NNT ,NIITN .NIINA 0729 w» 

TM YIN IY IN NW Nt OINWN MDIPAWI NN PwN NINAM ,NVYY NNIPI 

20. Nw let us go to 2nd Q I asked: Is any tolerance still possible in J commty? 

21. I refer to the "Relig Wars"--rel vs sec in Israel; Orth vs non-Orth in Isr; Orth vs non- 

Orth in US; Orth vs Orth in US.... 

Is a mess, chaos--but can't escape it. In rel vs sec in Isr--fight'g f soul/identty State... 

Orth vs Ref in Isr--is basic'y US matter: Israelis don't care.... 

Battle in US is signift but overblown; too many myths/propoganda/polit ploys 

Orth vs Orth US--most painful--and most unnecess'y and greatest own 919>n 

22. First reaction: too late f tol'ce! Heads of Ref/Consrv vs Chf Rabbt--scurrilous! Even 

NYT: "intemprt"! Has attracted attent'n whole USA. I: calls media... 

-Chutzpah of Ref--"unity": patrilin'l/offict'g intermrrgs/no standards convrs'n--human grief 
f generations to come...A "rabbt" that is 0°19 719, changes hal'c rules at will, thn 

demands "unity" & calls Isr Ch Rabbt "corrupt"... 

-Consrvt assault Orth Rabbt Isr--we should ask Consvr Idrs: are you so open, "plural'c" 
tht y ready accpt Ref convr'n/divorce? Jf No--why rail vs Orth? If Yes--how y difft fr Ref? 

- I convinced: extrem'n/intol'ce has notoriously poor sense direct'n...Rght/Left... 
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So, react w Tol'ce?? 

-Qualifd Yes: 1st continue th struggle re:Isr...BUT do it w-o ans'g in kind: 
:PYYI DIN WT 39 INDIND 90D MY :DNN 0219 MIWN 39 INIINI 20D WN IN :19 uN 

Contradiction?-- 

NIN DOD WN ON :-DNI ANNA PrN PIT PAW ,t197 WPI WN 9D 9NI:9 OT NAW 

NDT 59102 ND (ph pyvd om : ”E) NIN ATI OND NWP NI ,INIIND 20D MY NI) 

YY ANIT MAN PwNwW> °D ,AY¥I9) 29 9937 NI WAVY WN W0I7 DUN ON - WIN: Nt7 NN 
ND ONTNA °D N99 099 TMX 0) 12YN) PINNDI PINND P32 WI9N PR Dd OYNIWN >» 
qWND DDD DIWN AWN - MY .NA At vvIPNAD ONIN WT PRD ,O’NINI OF2w AWN? 
29) MY NNYD NOV WN? 9D ODN WY PIM 39 9D IMIYV ID ANINI AANA 7373 INI WYP 

52vn1 PIA) NIN PIATY INV JIN 9... DY - 

So in our case: let politicians fight polit battles--ny) 12°9 »717--& don't descend t level of 
pugnaciousness/vulgarity--act w class, tol'ce; but do rebut any substantv arguments--and 

here again: 59WN2 P37) NW PIATY INDY IN Dd... NA AT OVIPNNI ONIN F1T PR Dd 

Principle: 9>029 m)y--but not 1n91ND in disgraceful manner, but do counter his arguments 
w dignity becoming 17)N >)2 

23. AND if that true for encounter w non-Orth adversaries, how much more so w Orthx! 

-we tear each other apart much mr viciously than w Goyim or non-Orth! 

-when tht happens, & result is own 919n, then must respond decisively, bec: 

= 199 1129 PPIIN PR OWN DDN ww OIPN 79 

24. So, in answer to our Q--yes, Tol'ce is possbl--indeed: crucial, critical, vital,indispensbl 

BUT--must be tolr't but not of intol'ce--whethr spk'g of Gentile/non-Orth/Orth 

25. Probl reduces (most cases)to choice betw Peace/Truth...& ans: must do both! 

PID MTD PWYN 01S) YAWN OS) WONN 01Y129Y9I7N OW NI-NAY 'N WON NI--N p79 At 
:20N DYVNI NOND) O21 OTYNI) ANNWd) ww) DTI 

DINN OP ISY 999_019WN) NON DANNY NIN) - 12NN OVW NINN: 79/99 
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