
MEMORANDUM REGARDING THE: ORGANIZATION OF STUDIED 

AND THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE NEXT JEWISH- 

CHRISTIAN CONSULTATION 

At the consultations in Lugano in the last days of October 1970, it 

was agreed that the World Council of Churches and the International Jewish 

Committee on Interreligious Consultations engage in a joint study on the 

implications of tne theme that was the subject of the plenary meeting, i.e. 

"The Quest for World Community: Jewish and Christian Perspectives." The 

understanding of both the participating groups was that the next plenary 

meeting be held in the attumn of 1972 with the same theme as its subject, 

and would work towards the preparation of a position paper that will try to 

spell out the view of Jews and Christians on their relationship with each other, 

and with men of other faiths. A second document, when approved, would be forwarded 

by the consulting bodies to their various constituencies. 

All of the conferees at Lugano were aware that the issues before them are 

fraught with great difficulty, because of the wide variation of opinion and 

belief within their warious constituencies, and that it is therefore necessary 

for sufficient time and effort to be invested, so that all of these views could 

be fairly represented and, to the degree to which that is humanly possible, be 

allowed to interact. 

It was agreed that the kind of people to be appointed to engage in this 

study would, on both sides, represent, primarily, the academic and intellectual 

community, so that whatever document emerged would be solidly rooted in scholarship. 

It was envisaged that each of the groups would meet separately in the early fall 

of 1971, and that they would meet together for the first time before the end 

of the calendar year, 
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Without limiting either the Christian or’the Jewish committee, or the two 

of them when they begin to act as the joint body, the following were the major 

questions which appeared at the, discussion in Lugano as important for further 

study. 

(These issues are herebeing described & not as a report of the total discussion, 

but rather as they were presented there by the Jewish participants in terms 

of their self-understanding and as their way of interpreting their relationship 

to the Christian community.) 

l. The Role of Religion in the Creation of a New Society f 

The primary area of concern was the exploration of the ways in which various 

religious groups can cooperate in the realization of their common objective 

of achieving a world community, which in its inter-personal as well as inter- 

group ealarionshipa will reflect the belief in the divinely ordained dignity 

of man, The manifold and ethical and social values which are rooted in the matrix 

of the religious notion that man bears the image of God are challenged in an 

unprecedented manner by the militant secularism and materialism of our time. 

To face the common threat to all religion it becomes imperative to study the 

role of religion in the creation of a new social, economic and political order, 

and to examine the place that various faith communities should occupy in he 

society of the century to come, It was therefore resolved at Lugano to consider 

the contribution which various religious groups could make towards making the 

emerging world of the next century more humane and more just. 

— 

2. Individual Faith Communities and World Community 

Historically, the relationship between the various individual faith communities, 

far from leading towards harmony and peace, have been marred by mutual distrust, 

antagonism and even outright hostility. This has been felt especially in the 

relationship between Jews and Christians because of the close association of these 
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two communities which have had such a long history of mutual interaction. Of late, 

‘the relationship between Jews and Islam has also been subjected to mounting 

tension over the creation of the State of Israel, It would therefore be important 

to study how various monotheistic religions can not only reduce conflicts between 

them, but how they could achieve a sense of community based upon their ultimate 

1 of establishing world order which will realize spiritual aspirations. 
: 

In the light of recent developments, special attention has to be paid also 

goa 

Here is little 
f 

these religions, but 

to society whose religions have not been molded by the Bible. 

precedent in recent centuries for Jewish relationship to 

the very absence from Asian religions of any history of antisemitism, either 

theoretical or practical, gives a dimension of openness, and of new discovery, 

to the encounter, 

3. Universal and the Particular ' 

Throughout‘ its history, Judaism has understood the universal dimension 

of Biblical faith as exemplified in the particular light of the Jewish people. 

Universal imperatives are paridoxically seen as rooted in the specific experience 

of a particular peaple. From this perspective, individual peoples and nations 

are not merely tolerated; they are the very stuff of society. 

to explore the application of this tradition to the tensions created between 

emerging nationalisms and the quest for world community. 

4. Joint Action 

The study committees aye not necessarily to be instructed to 

for joint action in the areas which they are to consider, but such a possibility 

was not ruled out. A set of recommendations as to what Jewish and Christian bodies 

could do together in the fields of social justice and the quest for peace is not 

outside the frame of reference for this endeavor. 

It would be important 

produce suggestions 
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5. Preliminary Nature of the Study 

It is understood that upon completion, thisbdudy nor any part thereof 
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cannot be presented or publicized without explicit authorization of all the 

constituent agencies of the Synagogue Council. 
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